The Month 


Review 


WEEKS were marked further move- 
ment towards liberalization some the 
Soviet orbit countries. now the Polish thaw ap- 
pears have been adopted least two other 
countries—Czechoslovakia and Hungarv. The Polish 


Communists are still far ahead their Soviet and 
Satellite Comrades the intensity their cam- 
paign against Stalinist tactics, and the freedom they have granted individual critics; but 
they are longer alone their advocacy major policy revisions. 


both Czechoslovakia and Hungary, there have been echoes previous Polish de- 
mands for greater freedom parliamentary debates, for end arbitrary terror 
officials, alliance with non-Communists either “Fronts” daily work, radical 
steps toward curbing the bureaucracy and implementation 
economic and political sectors, genuine change attitude towards citizens’, 
ticularly workers’ rights, more balanced appraisal both East and West, and the pursuit 
policies more consonant with national history, resources and interests. 


Czechoslovakia, liberalization has gone further than Hungary; the Prague regime 
has lately admitted that anti-Semitism was State policy the Stalinist period, that 
soldiers who fought with the West for the liberation their country were unjustly dis- 
criminated against, and that “legitimate” Slovak nationalism was suppressed. Poland, 
these revelations the Party’s fallibility and “errors” gave rise doubts and anguished 
questioning among the Communist rank and file. 


number the orbit countries there are also clear signs that some the latest 
criticism has been fiercer than expected and that, some instances, has strayed beyond 
the limits set the Party’s hierarchy. Both official regime sources and many reliable 
eye-witness reports point growing ferment and even unrest, mainly among 
intellectuals and students. Poland, where police oppression relaxed considerably follow- 
ing the demotion release former high security functionaries, Central Committee mem- 
ber was reportedly booed workers after speech which demanded that intellectu- 
als curbed their criticism. Officially, First Party Secretary Ochab stressed that anti- 
Party “outbursts” would not tolerated. Hungary, meeting Communist writers, 
sharp and personal attacks were levelled First Secretary Matyas Rakosi, who subsequently 
submitted belated self-criticism. While the regime press has continued emphasize that 
there can return the “chaos” the Nagy period, articles have lately appeared point- 
ing out that some the New Course promises were not fulfilled. Finally, reliable Yugo- 
slav report has disclosed that regime bill presented the Albanian parliament was re- 
peatedly and almost unanimously rejected that body. 


Official well unofficial reports from Bulgaria point recent spread the fer- 
ment that country too. press, sharp rebukes are being directed the regime 
Communists who have allegedly shown 


petty-bourgeois and anti-Party tendencies.” 
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far, Romania appears the only country the area where noticeable repercussions 
have occurred result the Soviet Congress; that country the “hard” line enunciated 
the Party’s Congress the end last year still holds sway. possible that changes 
leadership and policy may follow this month’s trip Tito Moscow. 


There have lately been changes the Party and government hierarchy Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland and Romania. the first, Alexej Cepicka, First Deputy Premier, Minister 
Defense and Politburo member, was removed from the top leadership. Poland, Jakub 
Berman, Deputy Premier, member, and long one the most influential Com- 
munists the country, “resigned” from these positions after having been criticized for 
past activities. Romania, Dumitru Petrescu, Deputy Prime Minister, was relieved 
office, was Dusa Victor, head the State Arbitration Board. 


The release prisoners has continued Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland and Romania. 
The Prague regime announced the release Mordecai Oren, Israeli citizen and 
ness the Slansky trial; from Budapest came news pardon Archbishop Groesz; 
Poland, over 30,000 persons had been freed mid-May result the recent amnesty 


and Romania, according unofficial reports, the release imprisoned Jewish leaders 
continued, 


important meeting the Polish parliament took place toward the end April. 
The main address was delivered Premier Cyrankiewicz, who endorsed the current “de- 
mocratization” Polish national life. The meeting was remarkable that gave rise 
the first break the customary pattern unanimous approval Party-sponsored bills. 
Five Catholic deputies voted against bill for the legalization abortion, probably partly 
response recent demands for the right parliamentary disagreement. 


Tentative Five Year Plan targets were published Hungary and Czechoslovakia. They 
renew the old emphasis priority heavy industry but give more attention agriculture 
than did the First Five Year Plans. Hungary’s Plan calls for increases percent the 
production heavy industry, percent consumer goods and percent agriculture. 
Czechoslovakia’s targets are similar: percent increase for heavy industry, percent 
for consumer goods, and percent for agriculture. both countries collective farming 
pushed point predominance over the uncollectivized sector. Both Plans stress 
higher labor productivity and lower costs the major source increased production. 
National income rise 42-43 percent Hungary and percent Czechoslovakia. 
Although the Plans speak improved living standards, increases real wages will kept 
well below the other targets, amounting percent Hungary and percent Czecho- 
slovakia. 


Two other current trends were continued this month. The areawide agricultural collec- 
drive went on, apparently little slowed spring sowing and field work, and Hun- 
gary and Albania were added the list countries which recently introduced price reduc- 
tions for certain consumer goods. 
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Survey the Continuing Cultural Thaw 


The immediate post-Stalin period the Satellite nations Jan Kott 
was characterized abrupt, though temporary, shift 
economic planning. the end 1955, with the inaugura- 
tion new Five Year Plans most the countries, the 
period major economic adjustments seemed over. 
the meantime, however, new upheavals gathered force, 
first the cultural field, later, under the impetus the 
Soviet Party Congress, the political field. The new fer- 
ment has assumed different forms from country coun- 
try and each regime has dealt with its own way. The 
current literary controversy started and has gone furthest 
Poland; Hungary, was partially suppressed last Decem- 
ber, but has lately increased force result the 
Soviet Congress and the writers’ opposition Party Secre- 
tary Rakosi and his policies; Czechoslovakia, the “revolt” 
now also gradually expanding; Bulgaria, the writers’ 
self-assertion was partially suppressed Party Secretary 
and not yet clear whether opposition will 
again voiced now that has been demoted; finally, 
Romania the “Stalinist” line still seems hold sway, 
though doubt unexpressed ferment does exist. The pres- 
ent article the first two and covers the two countries 
where intellectual reaction against Party dogma has been 
very acute. The second article will discuss the latest de- 
velopments Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. 


Vowa Kultura (Warsaw), February 1952 


Poland 


THE TIME the Soviets held their Twentieth Party Con- 
gress, the literary controversy which began Poland 
1954 attack against the cultural administration 
had reached major proportions. Throughout 1955, vari- 
ous writers, critics and commented nega- 
tively postwar developments and insisted that life un- 
der Communism was not what the Party would have 
seem. They not only condemned the poverty, dreariness 
and harshness everyday life, but many them ques- 
tioned some the basic tenets Marxist ideology and 
came the conclusion that the Party’s dogma neither re- 
flected Polish realities nor explained conditions the 
Western world (for detailed discussion this subject, 
see NBIC, March 1956, pp. 3-14). 

particular importance were the doubts expressed 
about Party theory the “historical taking 
place capitalist and Communist societies. number 
writers demanded broader, more positive and more 


Ludwik Flaszen 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), February 1952 realistic attitude towards developments Western culture 


and voiced disbelief the Party’s blanket judgment that 
everything created the West was bad. The strongest 
critics the Party leadership also rejected the command 
that art and philosophy based exclusively the class 
struggle and denied that this theory could explain all 
contemporary history all present-day Polish life. They 
suggested that Polish reality was not equivalent Soviet 
reality, and they expressed the need for both theoretical 
formulation and practical acknowledgment the existence 
specific Polish “Socialist” road. 

various intervals during 1955, the Party issued warn- 
ings that the debate was being carried too far and that the 
criticism had taken dangerously “negative” turn. the 
same time, however, the regime permitted the controversy 
continue and, the end 1955 and the beginning 
1956, the Party showed signs relaxing its policy 
practical level and allowing discussion take place 
much broader scale. this period, the press began 
print articles such previously unmentionable topics 
the poor economic situation within the country, the trade 
unions’ failure take into account workers’ needs, the 
abuses the police, and the lack real debate 
ment which, was claimed, functioned rubber stamp. 

The regime’s encouragement nation-wide “discus- 
sion” constituted, part, answer some the criti- 
cisms made the intellectuals and was aimed restoring 
the people’s faith both the Party and the system. This 
policy, developed immediately prior and after the 
Soviet Congress, had the effect bringing popular discon- 
tent out into the open and causing the intellectual dis- 
cussion shift from primarily theoretical primarily 
concrete plane. 

One the reasons for this shift lay the fact that, for 
most 1955, writers and intellectuals had conducted their 
struggle against Party which showed great reluctance 
make any but the most minor concessions and which con- 
tinued reject demands for basic change. Faced with 
these limits, the writers were forced launch many 
their attacks obliquely and conduct their controversy 
mainly theoretical grounds. 1956, however, the 
writers were confronted with large-scale official 
past policy the Soviet Party Congress and 
shuffle the top Polish after the death Party 
Secretary Bierut. These events further intensified the at- 
mosphere ferment; they gave concrete direction the 
intellectuals’ expression malaise. 

For instance, some writers took advantage the newly- 
accepted denigration Stalin state openly what they 
had only implied previously—that is, they condemned out- 
right the entire Zhdanov-Stalin line art. Furthermore, 
they began point out that the diseases art were symp- 
tomatic the diseases Polish life: while they continued 
blame the cultural bureaucrats, they made clear that 
the source trouble was political, and that artistic free- 
dom and development depended upon the establishment 
free society. 

Many intellectuals also went further than ever before— 
and further than intellectuals any other part the orbit 
—in their criticism the Soviet Union. They discussed 


Antoni Slonimski 


Vowa Kultura (Warsaw), September 13, 1953 


Soviet persecution Poles the former Eastern Terri- 
tories, they decried the existence Soviet concentration 
camps, they voiced disapproval Soviet purges, im- 
plied that the Soviets had intentionally withheld aid from 
the Polish Home Army during the war, and insisted that 
Poland was State. 

While the Party hierarchy did not suppress these far- 
reaching denunciations the “hypocritical” policy the 
past, did try give form the prevailing chaos 
opinion and steer the discussions into acceptable chan- 
nels. showed particular concern with winning over the 
masses and intellectuals “Socialism,” and with sustain- 
ing the belief that “Socialism” was superior system. 
doing this, attempted erase many the doubts voiced 
earlier intellectuals and affirm the unity Commu- 
nists and the entire nation. Many the regime-sponsored 
commentaries have reiterated that ideological differ- 
ences exist among Communists and that errors the past 
were due not errors Marxist theory but the dis- 
crepancy between theory and practice. 

Although some the intellectuals have taken advantage 
the post-Congress atmosphere extend their criticisms, 
many the writers who had figured prominently 
the 1955 debates have been silent for the past month 
so, while others appear trying salvage positive 
elements from the rubble produced their own denuncia- 
tions and Party reversals. The so-called orthodox Com- 
munists who staunchly defended Party positions the past 
two years are clearly out place the present reality and 
have retreated into the background. Silence (most prob- 
ably self-imposed) has also been the reaction many 
dedicated Communist writers who originally came the 
forefront demanding revision the Party line. Their 
lack participation the spate anguished criticisms 
and accusations which have filled the press the past 
month may due the fact that their concern with 
the ideological development Marxism rather than with 
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past distortions, and the feeling that, the present at- 
mosphere liberalization, their faith the system best 
expressed this form. 

The writers who have participated most actively the 
criticism past seem attempting find their 
way the new reality, assess the recent liberalization, 
and discover means affirming their belief 
system which, its own admissions, pursued mistaken 
course. Some their recent statements indicate that once 
the present discussion political errors has exhausted it- 
self, the ideological controversy will revive and discussion 
return theoretical questions concerning the meaning 
and future Marxism the modern world. 


Polish Writers Criticize Soviets 


One the strongest post-Congress attacks the nature 
the Soviet-Polish relationship the Stalinist era ap- 
peared Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), April The writer, 
Zbigniew Florczak, stated the chief result the Congress 
was the “entirely new interpretation” gave history and 
that, view this re-interpretation, was utmost im- 
portance discuss some matters crucial Polish national 
esteem. contentions amounted denunciation 
Poland’s lack independence the Stalinist period 
and demand that acquire independence the future. 
implied that only this way could the Commu- 
nists regain their “ideological strength” and disarm their 
enemies abroad: 

“To these matters question national self- 
respect. the Stalinist era, this sense national self- 
respect [among our bloc] was not fully gratified. The 
practice following USSR patterns prevailed, and caused 
honest people adopt attitude ironical disillusion- 
ment. the other hand, this practice created excellent 
conditions for various internal and external enemies, who 
the worse things are, the better for us. 

“There was time when our [Polish] critics would not 
dare criticize poor Soviet films plastic 
high time for have our own opinion all matters 
life and development, opinions which take into account 
actual Polish conditions. high time for translate 
the word ‘Socialism’ into everyday language, language 
which understandable, which our own, and which 
would gain the confidence every man regardless 
whether not understands Socialism. 

“Briefly speaking, should last realize that are 
living independent State. This will the surest 
way acquiring real independence. think that this will 
also great help the entire progressive camp. 

deeply convinced that this the thing desired most 
ardently the Soviet Union, the leader our camp. 

“Has our ideological attitude been weakened the ex- 
planations the Twentieth Congress and the discus- 
sions which have ensued? Judging from 
one could answer this question affirmatively. There are 
certain people who think that exposing the inadequacy 
political system connected with certain compromise 
our ideology. One need only listen the cries 


demagogues abroad. They are now clapping their 


hands with joy, shouting: didn’t say would come 
this? ... 


(Continued page 


Adam Wazyk 


woman, not yet old, 


old Communist, 

puts out her arms and cries: 

take them off me, these rags dogma, 
give simple overcoat. 


She awoke, her body 
marked like the body stigmatics, 
the blood those murdered 

the basements bureaucracy 
flows from her forehead. 


will not cured balsams. 
bring you the simple overcoat 
and the ordinary catharsis. 


Still miserable 
she cries: 


farce! 


They lived off the dawn 
and brought the night. 


They lived off the idea 
and lost the language men. 


They lived off the dream 
and the lie became their daily bread. 


From medieval éyes, 

from medieval ears, 

from medieval suspicions, 

from medieval brains, 

from medieval methods, 

the Party will liberate the sense revolution 
until again Lenin saw it. 

Nowa Kultura (Warsaw) April 1956 


Adam Wazyk, (born 1905) has been leading Polish 


poet, translator and critic since the war. His recent 
poem, Poem for Adults, published Nowa Kultura 
(Warsaw), August 21, 1955, was one the great docu- 
ments the current (see NBIC, January 1955, 
pp. 31-33 for full text). was subject immediate and 
violent attack Party organs. The poem reprinted below 
(apparently from unpublished larger work) seems 
the first publication Wazyk since Poem for Adults, 
post-Twentieth Congress climate Poland that, after the 
bitter criticism levelled against Poem for Adults, the 
Party should permit publication Two Fragments. The 
latter much lesser work, but for the Polish reader its 
resonance with the earlier work unmistakable. 
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WAS WALL. huge, hard, strong Wall. 

legedly, perfect Wall. There had never been such 
perfect Wall. Its surface was smooth, polished, that 
you think denting with nail with per- 
fidious hook which would enable you climb up, peer over 
and see what was the other side. the other hand, 
the Wall was pretty high, even you could drive hook 
into and peer over, was doubtful that you could see 
what was happening the other side. was also end- 
lessly long, that even you walked and walked was 
unlikely that you would reach the end. tell the truth, 
the Wall was not long—no, was simply round. was, 
this Wall, quite cunningly closed within itself, limited 
itself, and served itself with its immobility. was, fin- 
ish, mighty conscious being Wall. 

“The Wall was supposed serve me, all us, that 
could develop and finally destroy that old evil which 
crouched within us, that could understand the 
sense history and turn our eyes the bright future. 
Some grew wild grapes the Wall’s foundations 
that could climb and penetrate the Wall’s secrets. 
But the wild grapes failed grow get hold solid 
ground. They simply withered away the Wall’s foot. 
was, you see, peculiar Wall. 

“It closed off the sky and prevented fresh winds from 
blowing inside. thought: What this sky for? What 
this fresh wind for? The sky evil beauty which dis- 
tracts our attention from the Wall. The wind shrewd 
wind which probably wants blow the Wall down. And 
love the Wall. believe the Wall. Oh, Wall, 
shouted, protect from all evil, lead into gardens 
where fruit forbidden. Oh, Wall, cried, lead me, 
lead me. All hope was this Wall 
look for hope? 


where else was 


looked this Wall for long, trusted com- 
pletely, repeated its name many times, again and again, 
that finally there was Wall—only the green, only the 
green and space without end. perhaps only seemed 
that the Wall was not Wall, but green and more 
green and space without end? Perhaps the Wall was not 
Wall for me? But then, why all exclamations 
that time, all warm exclamations from the dictionary 
beautiful emotions, sound today like: The Wall! The Wall! 
cried: flower. And sounds like: The Wall! cried: 
The sun! And sounds like: the Wall! The Wall! 

“Anyway, one day discovered that was indeed 
Wall. huge, solid, impenetrable Wall. One might say, 
perfect wall. 


Man 
Who Bangs His Head Against 


Ludwik Flaszen Zycie Literackie (Cracow), April 1956 


“And began dialogue with the Wall. 

said: one can deny that the Wall necessary 
and useful thing. The Wall has its deeper sense. How can 
one without the Wall? But you are too hard, too rigid, 
Wall. And the Wall replied: It’s lie. said: Who 
can deny that the Wall necessary and useful thing? 
But you have become absolute Wall, Wall for the sake 
Wall. The Wall replied: “It’s lie. You don’t know 
the green. Study the science the construction Walls 
and you shall know the green. And, moments sin- 
cerity, the Wall whispered: the Future. said: 
losing it, you Wall for the sake Wall. replied: It’s 
the Future. And again and again, said: the Future, 
the Future. And when our dialogue consisted only two 
words because had exhausted our arguments, there was 
nothing left for but act out despair. 

began banging head against the Wall. 

banged and banged, but stood untroubled. There 
was nothing could do. didn’t want destroy it—why? 

-what for? might useful. But let not abso- 
lute Wall, Wall for the sake Wall. Yet became 
larger, harder, more absolute and more conscious being 
Wall. tell the truth, did not believe could change, 
become good, soft Wall, guardian gardens. saw 
end its becoming harder, larger and more absolute. 
Finally, said, let become harder, larger and more abso- 
lute, and continued banging head against it. What 
else can man when Walls become absolute? 

“So continued banging head against it. 

“This did passionately, loyally and the best 
ability. Tell me, forehead, left and right temples, tell 
did not bang hard enough, loyally enough and effi- 
ciently enough, for, you can see, obtained satisfac- 
tion from banging. thought: have wounds all 
over banging Head, beautiful, heroic wounds; I’ll make 
this Head mine hammer and turn wounds against 
this Wall. But the Wall did not open any wounds 
Head—no, all gave Head was bumps. This may 
sound funny, but the Wall gave stupid, disciplinary 
bumps, such boys give each other school. banged 
against with this Head mine, best Head, head 
universal that seemed like whole body, but the 
Wall did not hurt much. banged against with 
whole being and got nothing return but bumps, bumps 
and more bumps. 

“Thus banged Head with hope all. 

“Until, one day, indulging daily despair, felt 
that the Wall was not there. saw there, course, 
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was still there, above ground, smooth ever. But pulled 
away Head uninjured: not only lacked heroic 
wound but even the disciplinary bump. did not 
feel the Wall. Was this because Head had become 
used it? Perhaps the Wall had changed—Oh brave as- 
sumptions, hope which lets believe that human deeds 


are not futile—that Head has not failed influence 
them! 


“Whatever else had happened, had certainly evolved, 
most certainly its own, itself the source its own meta- 
morphosis. There was less and less the Wall the Wall. 
denied being Wall, wanted become something al- 
together different. was longer Wall, but something 
soft, mattress, eiderdown, pillow made swan 
feathers. was most comfortable pillow, made silk, 
velvet, some delicate texture. longer rebuffed the 
Head, but welcomed it. And melted, evaporated, dis- 
solved, until there was hardly anything left it. There 
remained only banging Head. But know that the 
Wall still exists, still exists. this certain. has 
simply merged with the Head, wants taken for the 
Head, has entered the Head osmosis. And 
longer possible know which the Wall and which the 
Head. Sometimes think that the Wall the Head and 
the Head the Wall, and longer know what the Head 
banging against. 

“Head, tell where you are. Wall, tell where you 
are. Part and become separate—you, the Wall, and you, 
the Head. The Wall there stand and absolute; the 
Head there bang, bang and bang. The Head and the 
Wall, the Head and the Wall. There nothing but the 
Head and the Wall. 


“Ts that so? 


“You don’t feel well, Head? You are yearning for the 
Absolute Wall? understand: before, you knew what 
do—you banged against the Wall and banged against the 
Wall. And here, look here, must enter the garden. And 
the garden there are many paths that easy get 
lost. many flower beds, many plants and flowers, each 
them different. Butterflies fly, insects buzz, worms busily 
build small passages the soil, juices live intensely the 
roots. Wherever you look there the labor life. Oh, how 
difficult find one’s way about the garden, know 
its secrets, learn the names insects and plants, 
know how they live and what they serve. Are you terri- 
fied the beauty green, Head? Are you afraid that you 
will walk around like blind creature? was easier 
bang against the Wall, was not? All you needed then 
was stubbornness and despair; blindness was obstacle. 

“It was peculiar Wall. dissolved such odd way 
and became one with the Head. You can only hear the 
cry: What do, what do? The blind Wall and the 
blind Head are both blindly confused. the sharp 
scents the garden. stand the threshold. Blinded 
life and its complex mysteries, nothing yet. 
afraid shan’t manage. put out hands and take 
the first step. 


“Above falls the shadow the Wall.” 
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“In any case, let’s change 


Anselm’s picture for group 


photograph from our last vacation 


Szpilki (Warsaw), April 15, 1956 


4 
F/ 
4 


Continued from page 


think that when our internal dialogues cease have 
touch scandal for our enemies, they will ideologi- 
cally disarmed—emigres above all. Only yesterday, they 
were able shower with numerous questions which, 
owing our false situation, did not answer clearly. 
did not answer their questions about the AK. Nor did 
have answer about Poles imprisoned the 
USSR. We were silent about these matters allegedly for 
higher reasons. convinced that everything that 
happening now means strengthening our world view 

Socialism regaining that which Stalinism suppressed: 
moral and intellectual force and attraction.” 


Zycie Literackie, (Cracow) April published article 
the same subject. The author adopted far less affirma- 
tive tone than Florczak, and seemed immersed feelings 
guilt, anguish, shock and betrayal his enumeration 
Stalinist distortions: 


“If the past twenty years have consisted our victories, 
and defeats which were the nature moral distortions, 
then too, have modest share these distortions 
well these victories. mere nobody, cannot 
grant myself absolution saying that was sublimely 
ignorant the mechanism trials the leaders the 
revolutionary movement Trials were trumped 
out” against Bukharin, Zin- 
oviev, Kamenev, etc., against the ‘terrorist center,’ the 
‘rightist bloc, etc. the accusations read full 
after the war, felt convincing proof treason. 
cannot grant myself absolution saying that was ig- 
Poles from the borderlands Siberia and the Arctic. 

cannot grant myself absolution the basis 
faith the guilt Polish Communist Politburo members 
Soviet arms were dropped our units the People’s 
Guards and the People’s Army and why they were dropped 
late. think that the air distance from Kharkov 
the Lublin forest not greater than the distance from 
Palermo. know the British Air Force 
managed drop arms the could not agree 
the idea that Tito was traitor and agent impe- 
rialism, although his errors were obvious every Marxist. 

could not agree the brutal sentence passed 
Tito, because weakened our Socialist camp and strained 
the principles democracy within the Party and the So- 
cialist camp. 

thought the same about the cases Gomulka, Spy- 
chalski and many others, old Communists, who were con- 
demned the eyes Beria; not because their errors, 
but because they did not dance the ‘trepak’ before his 
representatives.” 


Mythology the Recent Past 


One the strongest repudiations the past was made 
Jan Kott his report the 19th session the Council 
Culture and Arts, March 24-25. Published Przeglad 
Kulturalny (Warsaw), April 5-11, under the title “Myth- 
ology and Truth,” the report discussed the Communists’ 
onslaught against truth art over the past fifteen years. 
Kott stated that since the early Thirties Communist art had 


“ceased both the conscience and the intellect the 
revolution,” and had justified not the political order but 
the political organization. the years prior “Zhdano- 
vism,” Kott said, Soviet art had portrayed “genuine men, 
and had shown the class struggle where really 
after the “official canonization the mythology Social- 
ist realism,” however, degenerated into “panegyric art” 
which became “incessant decoration.” Referring de- 
velopments Polish art since 1949, Kott declared: 

“As the good years the happy bourgeois century, 
were inclined repeat after the orthodox priest that 
everything good, everything justified and everything 
necessary. considered every stage the revolution- 
ary development historical endowed 
everyone with all our confidence. thought that every- 
thing that happened our camp furthered the cause 
mankind. have been trying explain reality and 
not learn the truth. explain and justify. any 
price. Even the price truth. And thus modern history 
became great mythology before our eyes. Whenever 
the facts were obstacles, the facts were changed. genu- 
ine heroes were obstacles, they evaporated. 

“Literature, which was not allowed speak about 
crimes, literature which had keep silent about trials 
which shocked men’s minds, and which were the daily 
reality for years, literature which had sealed mouth and 
wandered further and deeper into lies, created more and 
more fictitious vision reality. The false theory the 
mechanical rotting art bourgeois society the im- 
perialist period corresponded the theory the automatic 
development art Socialist society. Marxist analysis 
the development literature stopped the brink 
the Twentieth Century. While becoming vulgar while 
switching idealist positions and sticking dead 
formulas, Marxist thought the Thirties refrained from 
new questions and problems. Similarly, everything 
which went beyond the conventions the 19th century 
and which constituted search for new expression West- 
ern art was called anti-revolutionary, anti-humanist. 

“We must say with great sorrow that have received 
neither help nor encouragement from the Party leadership 
the [current] process renewal [of which cer- 
tainly not free errors, but which creative and invigor- 
ating its essential lines. the contrary, the policy 
leadership obstructed the great process renewing art 
and literature which has taken place the last few years.” 
Other discussions the session the Council Cul- 

ture and Arts were characterized equally strong re- 
jection the past (see Slonimski article, 9), and the 
Party hierarchy attempted counteract these bitter criti- 
cisms indicating that more liberal and “creative” pol- 
icy would pursued the future. 

The Party newspaper, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), April 
printed two articles the sessions which, though out- 
spoken, seemed typical the regime’s present at- 
tempts restore faith “Socialist” art and the Commu- 
nist regime. One the articles, entitled, “In Full Voice,” 
emphasized, for example, that the difficulties the past 
period were due discrepancy between word and deed 
rather than ideological disunity among Polish intellec- 
tuals. The article also attempted restore belief “So- 
cialist realism”; stated that, the past period, Socialist 
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Antoni Slonimski Przeglad Kulturalny (Warsaw), April 5-11, 1956 


philosophy knows few periods which 

have greatly increased intolerance that the 
last few years. The persecution critical thought the 
beginning the Renaissance later, the 17th and 18th 
centuries, appears have been almost idyllic when com- 
not Marxism that find the source this state 
affairs, but rather departure from the theses Marx and 
Engels. The first these deviations was the 1936 
convention Soviet was then that 
created the theses Socialist realism. then distributed 
this precision tool for destroying art officials who have 
out the destructive procedure with zeal, sharpened 
fear, for the past twenty years. There were even some 
who attributed this failure Soviet art the original sin 
the revolution. Historical truth negates this view. The 
first decade following the October revolution brought 

Socialist realism] the writers were haunted not 
only with all-ism, but also with the positive hero and typical- 
ity. They were told believe that Don Quixote was 
typical, that Dante’s wandering Hell and 
travels the Lilliputians were events typical their time, 
that Robinson Crusoe’s adventure was example 
colonial imperialism, that Hamlet was really expose 
the nasty methods used gain power feudal system 

that the pessimism Mickiewicz’ sonnets was directly 
connected with the grain crisis Odessa. There could 
always found magician prove that Notre Dame was 
not beautiful or, more convenient, that was progres- 
sive work. 

“We would guilty simplification presumed 
that all these literary directives were accepted only for 
willing admit that the trumpeters well the rank- 
and-file this literary Salvation Army had faith or, more 
often, wanted have faith, for human nature 
manufacture ideological rather ideo-non-logical 
superstructure for one’s own comfort. However, fear was 
very important factor, and omit this would 
surrender again hypocrisy. was not fear immedi- 
ate liquidation, being accused espionage, was fear 
losing one’s job, prestige and privileges. 

“Not long ago, younger poet recalled times when 
even older poets wrote schematic poems. also cited 
fragment from one poems, though possibly did 
not know that the ending had been struck out the 
editors Nowa Kultura. [The original ending was]: ‘But 
protect their banner the masses will, and the tightly- 
clenched fist into brotherly palm will 
stanza, means schematic, was eliminated without 
knowledge; there was certain binding doctrine the 


effect that the clenched fist would always remain clenched 
and that the element hatred would forever accompany 

“The harm wrought the period fear and cynicism 
was especially painful with regard education and our 
attitude our cultural past. The attitude towards 
world literature and the cultural achievements our inter- 
war period was wrapped lies. know and must 
state bitterly that Schiller was brought ruin People’s 


Poland. limit myself the activities Polish artists 
the extreme left and members the 


“We are [now] leaving the period fear. Discussions 
are animated and passionate, but still have lot 
undo. The XXth [Soviet] Congress, which contributed 
greatly the task clearing the poisoned atmosphere 
unfortunately did not give much the field literature. 
There, they saw salvation through decentralization and 
through sending writers into the field. would gladly 
send few our writers the devil, but not think 
they would return with tercets. 

“One our pressing tasks should strip the Writers’ 
that this Red Salvation Army renounce its drum beating 
and public confessions; that abandon its joyful criticism 
that binds one, and cease its pastoral activity soul- 
saving. see improvement our cultural life and 
writing not these other organizations but the 
reinstatement the citizen’s basic Freedom 
ymous officials. Even this day, there can found 
that conglomeration liturgy and thieves’ jargon into 
which our publications were turned. must clear the 
road all left-overs and the whole mythology the 
era 

“Unfortunately, new myths are appearing. Now they 
say that the responsibility for the past belongs the cult 
the individual. This found formulated the chief Marx- 
ist theorist, Professor Schaff. Let follow this formula 
the end. First all, not refer] the cult the 
individual, but the individual himself. Further, not 
the individual, but the system which permits the individual 
conduct such dangerous activities. Only true demo- 
cratization public life, restoration public opinion and 
the return rational and unfettered thought can save 
from Caesarism. 

“An improvement cultural relations cannot come 
without far-reaching changes our public life. order 
that literature serve the cause Socialism, must come 
believe this Socialism. Despite everything, this faith 
has not been 


have been waiting for this moment change. To- 


There are Poland young forces 


day, they must allowed speak out.” 
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realism had received too narrow interpretation; the 
article implied that alongside Socialist realism there was 
room for other kinds “revolutionary” art: 


“Even the period greatest administrative and auto- 
Poland that there 

was place for any other art the country besides So- 
This is how things looked in theory. In 
practice, however, each work art which did not receive 
the official label of Socialist 


cratic pressure, maintained 


cialist realism 


realism was—with very few 
and then eventually ex- 


communicated.” 


The 


outlook,” 


Marxist world 


dogmas,” 


that the “creative 


“codified 


article claimed 
had into narrow and 
had envious its rivals and intolerant its fol- 


been 


result this, the work many great artists 
was rejected: 


“The road the revolution followed Picasso and 
Aragon and the road which Sartre approach- 
ing. However, Kott justly pointed there 
appeared the last twenty-five years tragic discrepancy 
between the contem- 


revolution and 


The fault does not lie art. 


program social 


porary art. was who 
said that, with regard politics, Picasso Communist 
but that, artist, expressed decadent trends 
bourgeois art. What was worse, drew certain prac- 
tical exhibit 
let’s pass over them silence. Recently, this contradic- 
have stopped drawing 
back fear when confronted with Dostoevsky, Proust, 
Camus, Hemingway regardless the fact that our 
attitude different from that 


far from progressive.” 


conclusions: not works 


tion has been stamped out. 


theirs and theirs often 


The second Ludu article stated, part: 

“The question great, revolutionary, free art not 
limited the courtyard the Ministry Culture and 
Art. Art originates among the nation. Our art will de- 
pend upon our nation’s life. would not sur- 
prised, however, least the immediate future, our 
art occupied itself with tracing evil and its causes rather 
than with expressing justified optimism. expect our 
art settle accounts with the past for the sake the 
future. expect take the most essential con- 
flicts our epoch, conflicts concerning matters art and 
matters which concern all us.” 


These articles indicate that the Party now attempting 
create optimism and values out the pres- 
ent chaos negative criticism. The regime’s attitude was 
summed the recent parliament session deputy 
who said that “the entire nation participating com- 
prehensive and fully sincere discussion life Poland, 
the errors the past and the future tasks. The Party 
highly values this new phenomenon. this great discus- 
sion wrong opinions and false evaluations are natu- 
rally heard from time time. But, the whole, the [dis- 
cussion] sound and extremely useful.” (Radio Warsaw, 
April 

the other hand, the Party still aware the dan- 
gers “negative” criticism, and speech Party 
meeting Warsaw, the new Party chief, Edward Ochab, 
warned against harmful distortions. said that the 


Hungarian playwright, Kossuth Prize winner, one the “rebels” 
who was rebuked the Party’s Central Committee its Decem- 


ber 1955 Resolution. 
Szinhaz Mozi August 12, 1955 


“midst the [present] broad stream creative thought 
and courageous some Party members seemed 
losing their sense balance (Trybuna Ludu, April 
7): 

“They have lost the sense proportion between justi- 
fied criticism and actions which cannot advantage 
the Party. This shows unhealthy, anarchistic tend- 
ency, the loss feeling Party responsibility and 
confusion ideas. Public statements the press against 
decisions adopted the Party show, regardless the in- 
tention the authors, that they have lost their bearings. 
Such utterances represent anti-Party attitude, service 
rendered not us, but the enemy. The words them- 
selves speak concern for the Party, but fact they at- 
tack the Party.” 


Hungary 


1955 the Party’s main efforts the field 

culture were aimed controlling and confining the 
liberalization which had begun the Nagy period. Just 
Nagy’s economic policy had led major dislocations 
Communist planning, the new course literature had 
given rise “bourgeois individualism,” “anarchy,” and 
opposition Party control. Although 1956 the Rakosi 
regime had succeeded stemming the tide economic 
disorganization, had not managed suppress effectively 
the literary rebels. This resistance proved successful be- 
cause the Party leadership was committed cautious line 
the political and cultural fields: while needed con- 
trol the the Nagy period, also needed 
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win the allegiance the people, particularly intellectuals, 
and encourage participation policy 
reviving from below.” The Party therefore 
refrained from using Stalinist methods pressure and 
limited itself largely warnings and verbal injunctions. 
result, the writers gained new sense their own power 
and immunity: they continued make obstinate demands 
for creative freedom and support Nagy’s policy, even 
though the Premier himself had been removed. 


Fight Against Trends 


Following Nagy’s ouster, the Party began take stock 
the “dangerous rightist and bourgeois 
which had appeared various sectors Hungarian life 
art, these manifestations included strong trend towards 
non-Party art, pessimistic appraisal Communist 
achievements, and revolt against Party interference 
creative work. The March 1955 resolution 
repudiated these attitudes, and 22, 1955 meet- 
ing the Writers’ Union number second-ranking 
Communist authors spoke out favor “liquidating 
rightist ideas.” 

Lajos Tamasi, who spoke behalf the Party, assured 
writers that the March decisions did not mean reversal 
the June (1953) policy. pointed out, how- 
ever, that freedom was not synonymous with “petty- 
bourgeois” views and declared that “many writers had mis- 
interpreted the autonomy the Writers’ Union the last 
one and half years: They believed that literary policy 
was solely the business writers, and that Party and 
government organs should not interfere. This kind 
interpretation anarchy and would mean repudiation 
the Party leadership. The Party the leading force 
the proletarian dictatorship, and literature, 
subordinated the general policy the 

Another writer, Gabor Goda, discussing the question 
frankness and pessimism contemporary literature, said: 
“The practice was say frankly that this that did not 
please. But this displeasure went beyond the limit 
correct criticism and amounted slander the literature 
which building Socialism and the Hungary which 


building Socialism.” Another writer complained that the 


“leading role the working class” had become 
the literature produced since 1953, and Erno Urban de- 
clared: “We were almost ashamed write about collectives 
last year. Not only did our periodicals omit this theme, but 
did Szabad Nep. must recognize the fact that 
were ashamed write about collectivization.” 

The March 20, 1955 issue the weekly Muvelt Nep, 
indulged self-criticism, and admitted that “rightist mis- 
takes” had been discernible its own editorial offices 
well the Ministry Culture: “The type criticism 
which appeared often both press and literature did not 
help; the contrary was harmful, and encouraged the 
further dissemination harmful views. The false theory 
that ‘everything wrong’ distorts reality. can de- 


Excerpts from the speeches the meeting appeared 


dalmi Ujsag (Budapest), March 26, 1955. 


fend our fatherland and our Socialist future only 


uncompromising class 
Many the leading Communist writers continued 
exhibit “bourgeois 


despite this spate self- 
criticism, and May 25, 1955, Minister Culture Jozsef 
Darvas delivered resounding attack symptoms 
“ideological confusion and enemy influence.” “The former 


ruling classes,” Darvas said, “defeated the economic- 


political front, have turned ideology the last battle- 
ground.” The Minister objected chiefly hostile criticism 
Communist achievements and demands that the State 
give control cultural life (Szabad Nep, May 25, 
1955): 
“After June 1953, healthy exhilaration became notice- 

able our cultural life; the struggle against mistakes 

sectarian origin produced excellent results However, 
this development was means unequivocal. From 
very beginning, the struggle against mistakes was coupled 
with exaggeration with destructive, even hostile criti- 
cism. Under the pretext fighting sectarianism and 
matism, various bourgeois views were spread and finally 
endangered our accomplishments. 

“Self criticism degenerated into self-torment, and 
under the pretext self-criticism, bourgeois 
the whole Party line was started. Today, 


7.4 le ar 
that there strong connection between views disparaging 
our literary achievements and right-wing opportunist views 
expanding the general political field; they reflect the 


chief trait right-wing deviationism—underestimation 


Tibor Dery 


“Writers Among Themselves: Louis Aragon, the famous French 
writer, between Istvan Orkeny (left) and Tibor Dery, the Buda- 
pest Peace Congress [in 1953].” Dery was one the Hungarian 
“rebels” mentioned the December 1955 Central Committee 
Resolution. 

Beke Szabadsag January 1953 
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and disdain for the historic achievements the past ten 
years. 

Darvas repudiated the notion that the critics were acting 
out loyalty the people. insisted that the Party was 
the truest expression the people’s interests and aspira- 
tions, and that anyone who failed support the Party line 
-—who indulged “mendacious fault-finding” and rejected 
the Party’s view history—was guilty betraying the 
masses. 

Darvas also discussed the lack political content 
cultural work. decried the emphasis “pure” enter- 
tainment, the failure Houses Culture keep mind 
the “requirements the class struggle,” and the abund- 
ance trashy dance tunes which had flooded the musical 
field. agitation,” said, “has been neglected 
and has the popularization kolkhozes. The cultural 
needs tractor stations and State farms have been 
ignored.” Darvas concluded emphasizing the need for 
State guidance culture and declared that “every problem 
must cleared from this, the only possible starting 
point.” 


Demands 


Although these warnings resulted more temperate 
criticism Hungarian reality, many the writers refused 
withdraw their demands for creative freedom and for 
more realistic art. Gyula Hay Ujsag 
May 21, 1955) lashed out the bureaucratic administra- 
tion: “In our literary and theatrical said, “the 
fear presenting real conflicts displayed most 
the drama influenced the bureaucratic spirit: pres- 
entation life’s revolutionary development replaced 
artificial and sham conflicts, and irresistible dialectics 
capable overcoming enormous obstacles are replaced 
anemic rhetoric.” 

Another writer, Peter Kuczka, spoke the same 
vein: “If fail present conflicts, worries, hard work, 
merely stammer half-words. And writer may not 


not describe what overcomes victorious over 
foes who are not real? continually hear that what 
paralyzed.” 

Stalin prize-winner Tamas Aczel also entered the con- 
troversy with article entitled “Real and Unreal Prob- 
lems,” Ujsag, August 22, 1955). wrote: 
“Whoever mistakes rhapsodical outbursts for true en- 
thusiasm or, hearing the word ‘problem’ flares and 
suspects filth cannot possibly see life anything but 
map divided into negative and positive parts.” 

Writers Peter Veres and Tibor Dery discussed the 
literary handicaps the same vein; the same time 
artistic works continued reflect problems, and 
strike note pessimism and despair. Poetry, particular, 
conveyed mood fatigue, disappointment and desolation. 
Zoltan Zelk, for example, wrote the following 
Ujsag, July 30, 1955: 

“The bough drooping, sheds its leaves 
Oh, man could shed his sins this way 
Without foliage, naked winter 

could stand sinless 

Trembling among trembling trees 
Suffering frost, snow, blind fog 

Knowing that spring would rise live. 
heart heavy. That all can say.” 

This type poetry caused Deputy Minister Culture 
Gyorgy Non remark that various writers had not yet 
come accept the March resolutions: 

“In their writings, often find kind nostalgia for 
imaginary system which there are difficulties such 
those connected with industrialization, with the Socialist 
reorganization the villages and with the cultural revolu- 
tion. damage caused such views twofold: 
they undermine faith the possibility overcoming dif- 
ficulties and they hinder rather than aid the elimina- 
tion troubles. The enemy takes advantage such 
articles and poems. praises authors and thus seeks 


Short Fable About Gardener And His 


DRAMA 


Man whose back inscribed “Cultural Bureaucrat”: don’t like groom this one always get pricked when 


pointing 


other plants from left right: drama, lyric poetry, political writing, and epic 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), January 26, 1956 
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[Man 


LIRA EPIKA 


“Mudville” 


Karoly Jobbagy 


Karoly Jobbagy one the younger Communist poets. Much his work appeared when 
was engineering student Budapest; was surprisingly mature and without Party-line 


cliches. recently stated that his scholarship had not been extended. “Mudville” (original 


tal 


title: “Cegenydanyad”), its protest and despair, very similar such works the Polish 


Poem for Adults” Wazyk. 


talk about space ships, 


trip the moon Mars, 
about life the atomic 


The like fleet shoals, 

are caught shoreless sea mud. 

Mud our roads, yards, pasture. 

When winter comes and the rain, like 
this, 

Men they could would turn into beasts 

and hibernate, and see nothing. 

Darkness comes early; there elec 
tricity here. 

Beside cold lamp, the 

Vainly sparking behind the forehead. 

Kerosene? More expensive, five times 
expensive 

matter fact, than gasoline 

which during the summer 

one can easily burn five gallons 
joy-rides. 

But kerosene, sometimes there’s not 
drop around, besides, 

that price, who can afford burn 
half liter day, 

enough light the house? 


The kid? doesn’t have 
look book; 


the time he’s fed the chickens and the 
pigs 

(simpler feed than read) and groped 
back to the house, 

and while the soup warms his belly, 

his eyes get heavy. Stumbles bed. 


Even the radio doesn’t beam us. 

say, was said’ how hear 
things. 

Things sound wild could drive you 
nuts. 

the point can’t even believe 
the good, 

point tell that they think us, 

consider our needs. 

live like this. darkness, mud, 
far away. 


From Budapest us, travelling 


express 

after all the changes, the trip longer 

than, let say, 

Moscow, 

our tiny country where stretch 
arms 


and nearly touch the two borders. 


don’t talk about space ships. 
least feel how far away from 
you fate has shoved me. 


You sit around the flesh-pots Budapest 


and contemplate with cool disdain the 


poets 
who would blessed only they sang 
your praise. 


realize that big things are doing this 
country 

and every day the papers have new 
“hero,” 

unparalleled his labors. 

But such surprise his work flaw- 
less? 

His bench gleams under the lights, 

sees, learns, the winter doesn’t squeeze 
him, 

goes the movies, theater, opera, 

even the radio angled educate only 
him, 

and praised the authorities. 

too are “heroes,” all 

who, crowded into tiny rooms, 

chew pumpkin seeds and lie around like 


garbage. 


Don’t tell worse Africa. 

live Europe, skin white. 

Who will embrace make feel 
that human? 


lead them away from the Party line. Some writers 


. . . 
and artists incorrectly interpret the idea freedom art. 


ec, 


Muvelt Nep October 30, 1955) 


Open Rebellion 


The controversy came head November meet- 
ing the Writers’ Union, when number leading 
authors threatened resign from their Union 
posts and drafted memorandum the Party Central 
Committee denouncing the March resolutions. News 
the rebellion was made public only month later 
Party resolution condemning the continuing signs “right- 
ist deviation” Hungarian literary life. printed 
Irodalmi Ujsag, December 10, the resolution echoed com- 
plaints made Party officials earlier the year. stated 
that the past two years Hungarian writers had failed 
support Party goals, had succumbed pessimism and de- 
spair, had cultivated “art for art’s sake” and had ignored 
the life the working people and dealt with the life 


the peasantry from point view. 


(Budapest), April 1956 


“All this expressed ‘apolitical’ poetry, anarchistic 
pseudo-revolutionary poetry, which identifies everyday 
work with the senseless robot, cynical and nihilistic dis- 
belief, and symbolism directed against our system. 
This type literature, which has been published particular- 
Irodalmi Ujsag, does not serve the people; the 
contrary, turns against them and becomes banner 
the hands reactionaries. obvious that this attack 
not literary nature but essentially political and 
directed against the People’s Democracy.” 

The Central Committee then singled out Communist 
writers Tibor Dery, Zoltan Zelk, Tamas Aczel, Tibor Meray 
and Gyula Hay individuals who, “sinking deeper and 
deeper into the mire rightist had openly 
voiced their “anti-popular and anti-Party views” and 
had organized opposition faction within the Party. 
what amounted “frontal attack,” these writers had 
“voiced bourgeois slanders about the situation workers 
and peasants had] tried terrorize those Com- 
munist writers who rejected their attacks against the 


j 


The dragon’s heads are labelled Timidity, Schematism, Imitations, 
Poor Language, Detachment, Obscurity, and Writer Tibor 
Dery horse: “Follow me, boys. each cuts just one head, 


we've won.” 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), September 1955 


“Dery, Zelk and companions 
March resolutions. The 
memorandum really anti-Party platform which was 


prepared memo- 
randum protesting the 


addressed the Central Committee for the sole purpose 
demonstrating against the Party membership meet- 
ings and elsewhere. Every Party member has the right 
turning the Central Committee either directly through 
his own Party organizations, but one may collect signa- 
tures for attack against Party policy within circles 
posed mostly credulous Communists.” 


Politburo member Istvan Kovacs, writing Tarsadalmi 
Szemle (December, 1955) provided further information 
the revolt. claimed that the Writers’ Union was 
the only group which had failed accept the March resolu- 
tions and that former Premier Nagy was blame for 
having supported and encouraged “the aberrations cer- 
tain writers and their attacks the Party and the people.” 
Kovacs said: 

‘Dery openly stated that did not agree with the 
Zelk, without the 
approval the signers, read the memorandum 
aloud and made public the names those who had ap- 
proved it. 
end, open and brutal attack the Party. 


resolutions every respect. 


Dery’s address was, from beginning 


also took open stand against the Party’s management. 
Other speakers, spreading the spirit defeatism, even 
challenged the results have achieved far. Gyula 
Hay supported Zelk when stated that Zelk had written 
sad poems only because had seen sad people the 
streets. The truly sad thing that Jack Raymond and 
MacCormac the New York Times show more posi- 
Jack Raymond 
wrote October 10: “The people Budapest are sur- 
prisingly cheerful’. 


tive attitude than our Comrades. 


sad that some authors who 
live right here fail see what even antagonistic West- 
ern journalists are forced admit. have been 
.. The Comrades prob- 


ably have noticed that whenever right wing or even hostile 


too indulgent with our authors. 


elements are dismissed, they find other jobs surpris- 
ingly short period time—and often better ones than 
they had before. the same time, several Communist 


authors who have taken stand for the Party are 
branded untalented and useless. 


Although the regime threatened punish the erring 
authors, steps appear have been taken against them. 
Szabad Nep, December 13, for instance, commended 
Meray’s film Hospital Ward No. and Magyar Nemzet, 
December spoke about Gyula Hay’s many activities 
cultural Secretary the Peace Council. Ujsag, 
December 17, reported talk given Zoltan Zelk, and 
January gave favorable review Dery’s collection 
short stories, Refreshing Breeze. The Party evidently felt 
that could not afford run the risk purging the pro- 
Nagy faction and hoped conciliate the rebels winning 
them over “ideological grounds.” 

The January issue Csillag (Budapest) contained 
article Erno Urban, which was typical the Party’s 
efforts “persuasion” the beginning 1956: 

“The authors are simply unwilling accept the argu- 
ments authority. Such attitude may original, but 
against culture. The Party’s cultural policy 
fault, too, that demanded works describing the 
building Socialism time when the writers did not 
have the necessary experience. But, after all, impos- 
sible tolerate the fact that, under the pretext fighting 


FANTCSONTTORONY 


Title: “He who has lost contact with the masses.” Inscription reads 


“Ivory Tower.” 
Ludas Matyi Budapest), January 1956 
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Poet's Relationship Reality" 
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»Csupa luk semmi sajt...” 


sajt sen 


Left, the pessimist: all holes and cheese; center, the over-optimist: all cheese and holes; right, the balanced writer: the real 


Swiss cheese. 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), December 22, 1955 


bureaucracy the Party and culture, they criticize the cor- 
rectness and justification overall Party policy, saying: 
only believe what perceive with five senses; down 
with historic justification; long live moral 


After the Soviet Congress 


The Soviet Party Congress February strengthened the 
rebels’ determination form nucleus outspoken op- 
position the top Party leadership. Both official and 
unofficial reports point continued and growing unrest 
Hungarian Communist literary circles, where Party ideas, 
tactics and strategy have been challenged. The chief target 
these attacks said Party chief Rakosi who, unlike 
his Bulgarian colleague Chervenkov, has far managed 
survive the denigration Stalin (and “little 
despite his own belated confession “pursuing the cult 
personality.” 

Rakosi’s unpopularity, however, has resulted de- 
mands for his resignation both writers and local Party 
organizations. Western reporters Budapest claim that 
March meeting the Writers’ Union was suspended 
because strong anti-Party attacks and that even when 
the meeting was resumed April the writers were 
still irate. April 13, Szabad Nep listed number 
Communists who had taken stand against the Party 
leadership; the list included writer Sandor Lukacsi, who 
was charged with “launching base attacks against the Party 
under the guise sources had reported 
earlier that Lukacsi had called Rakosi’s statement the 
“rehabilitation” former Foreign Minister Laszlo Rajk 
explanation “worthy Rakosi had blamed Rajk’s 
execution former police chief Gabor Peter, although 


himself was largely responsible for Rajk’s purge. 

Other unofficial reports from Budapest state that Central 
Committee member Bela Szalai and Szabad Nep’s editor 
Marton Horvath recently tried induce the Writer’s 
Association appoint Secretary man whose past 
indicated that was more closely identified with the 
political police than with authorship. The motion 
appoint him was reportedly voted down 100 

Since the Congress, official Party spokesmen have some- 
what softened their literary line. They have admitted that 
“Party-mindedness” literature had been given too narrow 
interpretation and that dogmatism had severely dam- 
aged creative work. The writers themselves have used the 
Twentieth Congress “confirmation” their right 
literary freedom. They have insisted that they will 
longer that they are interested 
conflicts and values, and that they are entitled express 
real criticism and engage real debate. 

Typical the post-Congress line literature was the 
following editorial Ujsag, March 24, which 
denounced the “personality cult literature,’ 
errors made dictators: the activity petty 
kings which stifles the mutual exchange ideas as, for in- 
stance, between the Party and the people, and thus robs the 
Party its main source strength, the constant, living and 
effective support the people!” The newspaper also 
added: “Of course, there are some who, accustomed the 
strict observance dogma, are afraid that replacing respect 
for formulae creative thinking may make some people 
hesitant and uncertain about accepting the basic principles 
Marxism-Leninism.” 


supporter the regime, Professor Istvan Soter, 


One the strongest attacks the first meeting was 
launched the Chairman the Szeged Party organiza- 
tion, Sandor Nagy, who demanded that the kolkhoz system 
abolished and that the Party adopt the Danish system 
cooperative farming. Another attack was launched 
short-story writer and Kossuth prize-winner Lajos Mester- 
hazy, who denounced the Party for publicizing the slogan 
collective leadership from above without discussing the 
matter with lower Party organizations representatives 
the people. Mesterhazy also accused the Party being dic- 
tatorial and isolating itself from the people. 

The writer Sandor Lukacsi (see 15) dropped what 
amounted bombshell when directly charged Ra- 
kosi with terrorism and accused him liquidating the 
Rajk group well other innocent people. view 
this, Lukacsi said, was completely hypocritical Rakosi 
condemn the execution Rajk. The meeting grew more 
heated after Lukacsi’s speech, and Andics finally fled from 
the scene while Szalai dissolved the session. 

The meeting was resumed April Marton Horvath 
announced that Lukacsi had been expelled from the Party 
for “gravely insulting Comrade Rakosi who dearly loved 
Writers Peter Veres and Erno Urban bitterly 
opposed this measure. Then Bela Szalai announced that 
the writers’ Party organization would longer under 
central Party control but would subordinated the 
Party organization Budapest’s Sixth District. The writ- 
ers strongly protested this “demotion” and said would 
interfere with their activities. After this, Horvath and the 


Ujsag, March 


fine the concept Party-mindedness too narrow sense, 


pointed out that “if de- 


may frighten away some writers who are militant allies 
rather than fellow travellers.” And Szabad Nep, April 
insisted that while literature must express ideology, 
not mere illustration ideology: “Marxist ideology the 
driving force art, but dogmatism any form curb 
art. Only simultaneously struggle against 
dogmatism and for high degree ideological conscious- 
ness, for Party-minded sense duty, only then will 
able solve successfully the problems literary Party- 

Peter Kuczka, one the leaders the writers’ rebellion, 
also discussed the idea “Party-mindedness” art 
(Irodalmi Ujsag, April and its relationship Party 
ideas, tactics and strategy. the writer’s duty when 


Rebellion after the Soviet Congress 


The bitter controversy now raging between the writers and the Rakosi regime confirmed 
highly reliable refugee report the stormy events which took place the March 
and April meetings the Writers’ Union. 
were member Bela Szalai, Erzsebet Andics, Secretary the Hungarian Acad- 
emy Science, and Marton Horvath, Chairman Szabad Nep’s editorial committee. The 
broad outline the clash was cabled out Budapest and passed the censor. 


Rakosi’s representatives the meetings 


other regime representatives tried force the writers 
accept man called Csabai the new Secretary the 
Writers’ Union. The writers objected and declared that 
Csabai’s writings were completely unknown. Feelings were 
high that when Tibor Barabas tried speak favor 
the Party’s candidate was shouted down. the end, 
sided with his colleagues who rejected Csabai vote 
100 against 

Kossuth prize-winner Laszlo Benjamin asked when the 
writers who had supported Rajk would allowed pub- 
lish their works. Andics shouted back: “Their poems will 
never Tamas Aczel asked: “What you 
mean, never? you mean long you are power? 
That won’t last long.” After this, several the writers at- 
tacked Rakosi for his speech “rehabilitating” Rajk, and 
Tamas Aczel announced that neither the people nor the 
Communist intelligentsia had confidence Rakosi, and 
demanded that resign immediately. Szalai tried de- 
fend Rakosi and said that the First Party Secretary wanted 
establish good relations with the writers. Szalai also 
hinted that disciplinary action would taken against the 
rebels. After that closed the meeting. 

The writers were obviously intent pressing for 
removal. During the sessions, they objected the fact that 
Khrushchev’s pronouncements about Stalin had been with- 
held from the public and Party members for long time, 
and that the Stalinist era had continued Hungary under 
leadership. 


discovers, thinks has discovered, contradictions be- 
tween theory and practice? Does have the right 


Can principles laws laid down without 
knowledge and analysis facts? conceivable that 
can come correct conclusions without debates?” 

Kuczka not only gave broad interpretation “Party- 
mindedness” but also indirectly voiced his skepticism 
the Party leadership: 


“Our debates the past three years have died our 


throats had been cut. course essential 


that believe the good will and honesty partner 
for then not have replace debate with other 
ple, want convince them and win them over and make 
them active partisans truth.” 
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The same issue the newspaper contained article 
entitled “Independent Communist Thinking” Tibor 
Tardos, young author who discussed the destruction 
creative individuality and the escape from reality into the 
abstract: 


broke away from real newspapers and radios 
which could have fed with living news. weaned my- 
self away from universal science. Gradually, began 
forget that there are films the world which people 
come and naturally, which there are real streets, real 
persons, which good not always rewarded and bad 
not always gave the habit real conver- 
sations. visited factories and country schoolyards, and 
whenever heard complaints, found explanation; 
said was exception, exaggeration, fact, some- 
times even thought: was the voice the enemy. And 
the time came when suddenly even discarded respect 
for human life. sacrificing And we, who 
not long ago, our youth, had sworn the tremendous 
power thought, stood here with crystal-clear hearts but 
empty heads, like dried out amphorae museum. And 
the amphorae nodded consent everything.” 


The present attitude some Communist writers was 
also reflected article Miklos Gyarfas 
April 21, 1956), who said: 

“One has become freer and greater. The time has come 
for eliminate some our faults, here the Writ- 
ers’ Union: kowtowing, adulation authority, snobbery, 
pursuing fame, offensive aesthetics, evaluation independent 
content, canonization friends, bossism, and above all, 
regarding the new aesthetic problems indications right- 
wing policy. Whoever believes that few favorable 
ministerial measures can give him literary freedom deceives 
himself. They cannot. Only Party-led writers can further 
pave the way for literary freedom and feel that the 


criticism, the whitewashing liars the crushing 
rights and law, illegalities demanding sacrifice, 
or—to remain the field literature—the disruption 
literary work the adoption administrative measures 
and elevating dogmatism, scholasticism and the stupid 
bureaucratic mentality the status aesthetic ideals. 

“The fact that few events the end last year 
had paralyzing and harmful effect literature did not 
surprise any thinking writer. There were quite few who 
openly prophesied [earlier] what the effect the mistakes 
literary policy [would be] [Until the Twentieth 
heed was paid the opinion these experts, 
who are literature and the most progressive 
politics. The personality cult poisoned our whole 
literature. Perhaps there wasn’t single person among 
who, for time least, did not confuse enthusiasm for 
the great cause with rapturous enthusiasm for individual 
persons. The time has come for convert the 
truth, the overall, unconditional, profound truth which 
serves the people and the Party. May Socialist realism 
come last]! Let put end 
apologetics! 

“Again and again, are told that our literary policy 
abolished the personality cult far back June 1953 and 
that was only subsequent rightist distortions that pre- 
vented complete improvement. Well, the case litera- 
ture, would rather hard accept this explanation. 
know that the field literature the June resolutions 
were [suppressed]. June never really became effective and 
the slightest literary expression the June spirit evoked 
administrative counter-measures. What kind rightist 
distortions were they that called forth this literary policy? 
Were they perhaps the eight ten quotations from poems 
that are being repeated over and over again whenever ad- 


ministrative interference mentioned and which, our 


present, cleaner atmosphere, appear anything but rightist?” 


While the writers have voiced their demands for more 
XXth Party Congress has also assigned this freedom the future, they have also expressed their despair 


with regard both the past and the present. Zoltan Zelk, 
The strongest criticism regime policy one the leaders the revolt. describes his fears 


Congress period was made Gyula Hay entitled, Not Worthy” Ujsag, 
May Hay declared that the cult personality had May 5). 
poisoned Hungarian literature and that, despite regime 

assertions the contrary, the June resolutions literature 
never became effective and any manifestations the 
freer “June spirit” were suppressed. Calling the Twentieth 
Congress triumph for human dignity, Hay stated: 


not worthy praise, 

Believe me, friend, chills bones 

When you praise courage. 

worn heart nest fears, 

Believe me: scared. scared. 

human being, live like human being 
How can brave? 

fear only that may worthless, 

this more afraid than death.” 


new spirit, new tone, new style must appear 
all aspects life. This easy matter. know the 
terrifying consequences all forms 
cult: the wrong and harmful resolutions passed without 
opposition, thoughtless servility, the establishment smal- 
ler larger associations yes-men, the persecution 
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FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


Revolution the District Level” 


This article reprinted from Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), January 15, 1956. startling- 
frank picture the mixture enthusiasm, doubt and resistance that now permeates Party 
administration lower echelons. also incidentally confirms the existence active, armed 
resistance and the recent decrease collectives some areas. 


HOPE that the report printed below will open 
wider discussion. 

our opinion, the author this report has noticed 
interesting and important thing: the inner conflict the 
political activists operating lower organizational levels, 
which has been caused the implementation the Third 
Party Plenum; the differences between the theoretical dis- 
cussions the Leninist norms Party life, held the 
so-called central level, and their practical implementation 
the lowest organizational levels. However, reporter 


chauffeur: “Hey citizen, get off the road! 


cannot give synthesis, generalizations, final conclu- 
sions. reporter merely calls our attention certain mat- 
ters, nothing more. 


Precisely because the fact that the author does not 
give final conclusions with regard the problems presented 
him, and because leaves the question fully open, 
hope that his report will awaken interest among those 
writers and social activists whom the art generalization 
and synthesis not unknown. 


Can’t you see that the director coming?” [Karl Marx the way] 


Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), January 28, 1956 and Szpilki (Warsaw), the following day. 


have had change line often that have twisted myself out joint.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), March 25, 1956 


LONG, muddy street. Small, low houses without indoor- 
plumbing, comparison which church tower seems 
higher than the tower the Palace Art and Sciences 
Warsaw. 

The great days 1944, triumph our national history, 
the days the Manifesto, are already distant past. They 
left their traces only the text-books. Here, would 
vain look for some perceptible traces those days. 
The streets had that time the same ordinary look which 
they have now, the rain fell the same small-townish, curi- 
ously sad fashion, and there was the same amount mud. 

house red brick, situated long muddy street. 
might seem though the house, afraid mud, took one 
step the rear, and then, uncertain what next, stood 
somewhere the middle, neither too far from nor too near 
the roadway. This the County Committee the 
Party. 

rather shabby staircase the first floor. pass 
double glass door leading the conference room, well 
few smaller doors, all which are closed. Finally, 
enter the Secretariat. Here office atmosphere reigns: the 
clatter typewriter, the heads two women bent over 
piles papers. “What can for you? Good. Will you 
please wait little while, the Secretary out.” wait 
quietly; after some time, start interfere. With en- 
gaging smile, try draw them into conversation. The 
middle-aged woman, with gay face which, however, shows 
kind permanent tiredness, glad have conversation 
break the official atmosphere. She was one the first 


workers employed the Committee. She gives the 
names all the successive Secretaries. She speaks senti- 
mentally about the old times. was difficult struggle. 
Gangs. Hostile attitude the NSZ [National Armed 
Forces, part the Polish Underground Thou- 
sands rallies held small towns. Bootlegged vodka. 
Distribution large estates among the peasants. Guns. 
Red flags. 

“At that time Comrade, had such Secretariat office 
our Committee. had such statistics. What did 
know about our district? Our knowledge was not based 
was based our instinct.” 

There comes break the conversation. The radio 
the Secretary’s room should switched and the door 
the Secretariat opened wide. this hour dance music 
broadcast. 

Again interruption. petitioner comes with some 
trifling matter. This occasion for telling story 
village woman who had been invading them and making 
riot the Committee day after day. wife the Sec- 
retary the Basic Party Organization lets her hens come 
field, and they eat grain. kill myself isn’t 
stopped!” was necessary create special commission; 
went the village and investigated the matter. 
much grain could those hens eat? Would the woman have 
raised this matter all, the hens had not belonged the 
wife, but simply one the woman’s neigh- 
bors?” Again, there comes back like refrain the remem- 
brance the old times: were different times, Com- 
rade.” And again she draws for sentimental picture 
the old times. 

This little strange, think her remembrances should 
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rather sad. She lost her husband then. had been 
Secretary the County Committee Chelm. One his 
numerous encounters with “forest gangs” ended with his 
being shot. 

“At that time they dared shoot people down even 
broad daylight, right here, the office our mayor 
was killed that way. And wonder; was later found 
out that there were members ‘forest gangs’ even among 
the County Committee guard.” 

suppose the gangs don’t operate any longer?” 

getting late; new petitioner comes in; the Secre- 
tary still out. and get room the ground floor 
small adjacent hotel. bed, not even bothering 
lock the door, although there iron bar for securing 
it. find consolation the thought that the times 
“forest gangs” are already gone. However, cannot fall 
asleep. Thus, after certain time get and—out 
old reporter’s habit and encouraged that the adjoining 
rooms the lights are still on—I look around the hotel. 

enter one the rooms: the floor protected against mud 
layers paper. the table remnants loaf 
bread and some sausage skin. Three partly dressed men 
beds, behind screens cigarette smoke. Their not-too- 
clean feet protrude from underneath the blankets. Stale 
air, permeated with the smell sweat coming from their 
socks. Their shoes, solid and soiled, are not hidden shyly 
under the beds, but are prominently exhibited. From the 
look those shoes immediately know that the 
room occupied the instructors the County Committee, 
people who not stay long any place, who are sort 
travelling salesmen ideals, wandering difficult circum- 
stances through trackless “typically agricultural” districts. 

They not complain their very difficult life. These 
are hard men. However, there shade bitterness, 
maybe even discouragement their words, 

“Things are going bad. Before, there were kolk- 
hozes the district, now, there are only them. 
This year didn’t lose single kolkhoz, but, the 
other hand, not one has been 

heard one the collective farm members saying 
his comrades: offer liter vodka each you 
you expel from the collective. spite every- 
hing, I’m ashamed withdraw own free will!” 

“The members the collective Chromowka dream 
about being able borrow threshing machine from 
kulak. Every time they receive threshing machine from 
the MTS, gets out order.” 

“At night, every other collective member secretly sows, 
ploughs and collects crops his own truly capitalistic ac- 
count. Should consider those people members 
collectives not?” 

“In the past, the people Pniowno village fought 
against ‘forest gangs.’ They kept them out the village. 
Now not even possible arrange simple Party 
meeting 


“Fortunately, least now have more ‘forest 
finally break into the conversation. 

“This not true. Who said so? The gangs are still 
there, though they are different from before. They know 


how attack collectives even the broad daylight. 
The police can’t get hold them. 
weapons. 


were given 


From the direction the conference room there comes 
the First Secretary the Committee. Rosy-cheeked, stout, 
jovial young man. Striped pajamas, warm felt slippers. 
new man. came Chelm three months ago response 
the action “pioneer recruitment” the employees 


the Central Committee for the posts County Committee 
Secretaries. 


SEVERAL days the County Committee 
Chelm, came know that Secretary the “pioneer re- 
cruitment” very well. Mr. Swietlik, jovial and stoutish 
man, entered upon his mission showing himself the 
street soft hat, which created sensation among the 
population; before that, respectable activist would have 
gone out without “cyclist” cap. The only exceptions 
this rule were the “old intellectuals”: doctor and for- 
mer owner pharmacy. Then the Secretary ordered the 
floors polished, chandelier hung, flowers put the win- 
dowsills and crystal decanter filled with water put 
round table, covered with hand-embroidered cloth, 
which stood next his desk. Finally, there also appeared 
very modern radio set. However, was not the radio 
which caused the greatest sensation; radio has been known 
for long time even the most primitive parts the 
country. The most sensational innovation was soft white 
towels and cakes red soap, bought the County Com- 
mittee’s expense and placed the washrooms used the 
instructors lodging the adjacent hotel; was thing 
unheard-of even among those employees who have been 
working with the Committee since its beginnings. 

The measures taken 1955 the Secretary the 
County Committee were quite different from the experi- 
ences the Secretary who performed his duties the 
Committee during the first years independence. 

For instance, the new Secretary summons the head the 
financial department. think,” says “that would 
advisable buy electric tea-kettle for our hotel.” 

beg your pardon?” The head the financial depart- 
ment thinks hasn’t heard correctly. 

tea-kettle. Sometimes our people come back from the 
villages late, when all the restaurants are already closed. 
would worthwhile. The head the financial de- 
partment his guard. “The Comrades from the Pro- 
vincial Committee also stay the hotel rather often,” the 
Secretary strengthens his argument. The head the finan- 
cial department has still very severe look. “Or maybe, 
could least buy small electric heating The Sec- 
retary finally gives up. The head the financial depart- 
ment relents and readily agrees buy the gadget. How- 
ever, makes stipulation: “You will have support 
this proposition with your own authority when the matter 
put before the Provincial Committee.” Thus, the pur- 
chase small electric gadget becomes import- 
ant problem. “This something new,” explains the head 
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the financial department, “and are not allowed 
without the approval the Provincial Com- 


Secretary tells about the early days his 
work the County “It teach 
people new methods work. one the first meet- 
ings the executive board, everybody was waiting hear 
what was going tell them. You know how is: Com- 
rade from the Central Committee has come and have 
listen him. However, took different course. What 
you want tell me, Comrades? the meetings, they 
want summarize the discussions; course, take 
part the discussion, but somewhere the middle it, 
because not want them say later: “You see? 
speaks the very end order avoid our criticism. He’s 
smart one!’ want teach them how develop 
their own initiative and self-reliance. necessary 
allow the people weigh what they have their minds. 
This does not concern the members the County Com- 
mittee apparatus only; first all, concerns the leading 
activists the parallel State and social institutions. Until 
recently, attempts have been made replace every- 
body and everything the Party. 

When listen Comrade Swietlik, have the impres- 
sion that reading editorial from Trybuna Ludu. 
Theoretically, everything says right; cannot get rid, 
however, spiteful thought which reminds 
last night’s conversation with the instructors. you, Com- 
rade Secretary, everything seems simple and clear. 
wonder, whether you will able retain that optimistic 
attitude for longer period time. wonder whether 
get lost thousands petty questions, among thou- 
sands difficulties? 


Although nobody has told anything definite about it, 
have been conscious that the Committee there was 
atmosphere expectation. That atmosphere was created 
the day that the new Secretary the County Commit- 
tee, polite, rosy-cheeked, self-assured, always-right man, 
came Chelm and launched civilizing campaign for the 
introduction soap and razor-blades, according the 
pattern Czar Peter the Great, among the heavily cursing, 
bearded men. Secretary who teaches the employees that 
they should polite the peasants. Secretary who 
allows everybody say what has his mind. Every- 
body? And what about appear some 
doubts. course, backed the Central Commit- 
tee’s authority, but still, not going bit too far? Here, 
collectives crumble; gangs are operating; MTS tractors get 
out order and ploughs get rusty. And the new Secretary 
finds time the performance visiting theater! 
even remembers send flowers the artists, together 
with note: “From the grateful community 
Has the right behave such way? The town 


Chelm separate district and the County Committee has 
nothing with it. 


Everybody watching the Secretary. How will all de- 
velop? Will you stumble upon those new methods yours, 
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Szpilki (Warsaw), March 25, 1956 


not? But Comrade Swietlik seemingly unconcerned. 
remains unconcerned face collectives and State 
Farms; and even the question regarding the necessity 
liquidating the gangs files away neat typewritten 
sheets, including the Committee’s work plan. Every day 
attends his planned number meetings, leaving him- 
self just much time needs for going the theater; 
the other hand, does not always find time eat his 
lunch dinner. Will lose some his weight, will 
not? The on-lookers speculate. 

sitting with the Secretary his office and look 
him attentively. Just little while ago, the Secretary 
has solemnly handed Party membership card new 
Party member, young peasant from Wojslawice. 
matter fact, the occasion has not been very solemn; 
they have been just chatting for half hour about inter- 
national politics and about the good and bad farmers 
the village. The boy was little surprised the solemn 
way his Party membership card was handed him. “You 
should aware that you will representative the 
Party whatever you do. Remember that the Party has 
gain the confidence—first all—of the peasants who 
still not belong the Party; remember, that have 
regain the confidence which has been lost the 
course time due the fact that not all steps which 
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have been taken the Party with regard this district 
have been just. you particular, new Party 
member, give special task: you have plant corn!” 
With these words the Secretary takes leave the new Party 
member and again sits down his desk look through 
the mail. quickly scans one two letters, and then, 
suddenly, jumps up. also jump up, and looking over 
the shoulder make copy letter which 
has before him: 

Committee Chelm. submit you the following peti- 
tion. husband drinks heavily; when drunk 
very cruel and our life poisoned. suffer most, and 
children suffer, when drinks with his colleagues 
the inn. husband has joined bad company and cannot 
nake him break away, although have been trying for the 
last seven years. have more strength fight against 
husband’s drinking, especially since for three years now 
have suffered from pus-filled inflammation knee 
joints and also have pains arms and eyes. cannot 
work, and husband doesn’t care about and get 
even sicker after his brawls. When told him would write 
the Committee said they wouid jail him and that 
and children would die. don’t think that this true, 
but that only frightened jail. man like hus- 
band can repent his wickedness and become honest 
citizen and father, and ask you please pay special 
attention husband and keep this letter secret, because 
learns about will kill me, children and him- 
self when drunk.” 

surprised and remain silent. The Secretary also 
silent. paces the room nervously. Finally explodes: 
“What you say this? How possible work with 
such people.” 

silent again. And the Secretary, not bothering any 
more with discretion the presence indiscreet re- 
porter, starts enumerate: “They say that instructor 
drinks and makes various deals with village speculators. In- 
structor K., who owns inn, asks for the reduction his 
obligatory deliveries. Now see that there also in- 
structor who drinks and beats his wife.” 

The telephone rings. “That’s right. What are you 
saying? No, this crashing sound 
receiver put forcibly its place. “That,” says the Secre- 
tary, his face bearing resigned expression, “was tele- 
phone call from the Health Department. They informed 
that application for layette, instructor forged 
the amount his wages. And did such stupid 
way. simply scratched out one figure and put an- 
other. gain anything it!” 

feel ashamed. “Is that the first time the Committee re- 
ceived this kind information?” ask. 

“Yes, these are the first communications this kind. 
far know, for the last few years nothing like this has 
happened.” 


“Isn’t proof confidence that the people openly make 
complaints this kind the Committee? Isn’t sign 
that the people believe that the Committee will not try 


“Look, doesn’t belong the Party, and right!” 
Szpilki (Warsaw), February 12, 1956 


cover problems which are inconvenient for it, but that 
will solve them fairly? know that not long ago, 
the Chelm district became famous all over Poland 
for applying compulsory methods organizing col- 
lectives. was the cause the “Lublin Resolution” 
the Central Committee leftist deviations. know that 
for some time the County Committee Chelm has 
been protecting itself against the criticism the masses, 
hiding say frankly—behind screen fear. 
You have told yourself, Comrade Secretary, that seri- 
ous changes are taking place the methods work 
the Committee. Changes, would say, which have 
the character moral investments. There eco- 
nomic law which says that every investment calls for cer- 
tain financial outlay. outlay which should calcu- 
lated advance the investment plan; outlay which 
the perspective the whole plan finally brings return. 
Moral investments call for moral outlay. Isn’t so, Com- 
rade Secretary?” 

have finished. Again there silence the room. 
Again feel ashamed. This time ashamed 
pseudo-learned words copied from newspaper editorial. 
theory, was thinking, like some tailor’s device, you 
may cut the reality with according the measure you 
want. using theory possible interpret arbitrarily 
and many different ways any single fact taken directly 
from life. However, the art connecting theory with 
practice something different. Don’t you think so, Com- 
rade Secretary? 

Why are you silent, Comrade Secretary? look around 
you! Don’t you see many eyes watching you attentively? 
They watch you and they watch those new methods 
Party work which you represent. What will you tell them? 
What will you do? Many eyes are looking you atten- 
tively. And not all them are looking you the same 
way. 
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IV. 


DAY came eventually for the usually empty con- 
ference Plenum. According the regulations, the 
Plenum being attended “scores delegates and many 
guests.” Right now speech “On the Work National 
Councils” being delivered. interested, above all, 
the discussion. order preserve freshness mind for 
this most important part the deliberations, steal away 
the instructors’ room. not alone there. new 
interlocutor over twenty years age. Sharp intelligent 
eyes. ZMP [Communist Youth Organization] member 
long standing, who has finished the Party Training 
School. His interests, however, are not limited solely 
matters connected with the inner Party life. Now 
student correspondence agricultural high school. 

“Do you like your work?” 

“Of course, like it. Obviously, this family feature. 
have eleven members our family and all them, 
men and women, are Party members. When, during the 
holidays, all come together, could arrange meet- 
ing family POP [Basic Party Organization].” 

Behind the doors the conference room the discussion 
already developing and still listening great ex- 
temporaneous monologue this new hero our times, 
this instructor the county level. 

and that rat, that drunk, says: spit you. 
crap, you anything me. Should continue 
try bring him up? says something, answer him and 
it’s impossible avoid quarrel. away. It’s 
leave him peace, think. It’s true that rat, 
drunk, that brushes aside the people’s rule, but never- 
theless member the National Council and that’s 
big deal. Beside him, I’m little worm. the instructor 
the County Committee. “The instructors have right 
impose anything the National Councils, they may 
merely make some suggestions,’ have been instructed. 
hear again and again: instructors are not 
instructors should not have right, not al- 
nice clean office hung all over with signs: not spit! 
not make noise! not disturb! not throw cigarette 
butts the floor! Seemingly, everything all right; the 
point is, however, that there are ash-trays. And what 
does mean: make suggestions? Should whisper 
those suggestions the corner, like old woman who sits 
the church entrance? use for shout the 
people the top our voices, may ruin our lungs 
whispering them and nothing will come out it. the 
peasants don’t want listen, they listen. soon 
the peasants get hold the notion that they are allowed 
not listen you, they listen, even you choose 
your words with the utmost care. has gone far that 
now they are not afraid even prosecutor. Some 
time ago, you said the word the matter was 
settled immediately. Now, you might repeat the word: 
prosecutor, prosecutor, prosecutor, like parrot, from 
morning until evening and the only answer you would get 
would be: ‘I’m not afraid prosecutor. him, 


why not? offer good cigarette into the bargain.’ 
you think that with the Security Office different? 
The Security Office afraid just like those policemen who 
for hours were their way Party member, in- 
jured last month forest gang, and who finally were 
not able reach their destination. What going on, Com- 
rade? the Party infested kulaks? used have 
plenty activists our villages. What has happened 
all them? 

“It would much better the Secretaries the Basic 
Party Organization, instead sending the Committee 
statistics about the number Party activists, start supply 
the Committee with lists mouse holes. would more 
just. They say about instructors: “You!—Party fighters! 
You, who are struggling your difficult 
on, the same tune. What sort weapons have? All 
this just trash! Party talkers! Rubbish! Talking not 
enough for the village people. Even you talk like Bierut 
himself, you get any applause the meetings. The 
people have become stubborn. They stubbornly 
come you and they demand that certain things 
settled. What can for them, the employees the 
Rural Commune People’s Council not even want 
listen and the clerks the County Agricultural Ad- 
ministration, crowded their office, sit there and noth- 
ing? have seen for myself: the floors there are piles 
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and piles petitions they haven’t done thing about; the 
clerks, however, are unperturbed. It’s all right for them, 
because they can write those petitions: ‘time limit ex- 
ceeded.’ the instructor complaint book milk bar?” 
suddenly runs down. 

From behind the door comes the usual sounds con- 
ference. All once powerful bass one the many 
speakers heard: have been talking with the Chair- 
man the Rural Commune People’s Council Mogiel- 
nica, Comrade Mazur. have known him for long time 
since was chairman the collective The 
collective was dissolved. Not very long ago 
asked Mazur why. started tell that had 
because that collective had been forcibly organized. 
know this story very well, even too well: hundred men 
came from Chelm. They pointed their guns and 
said: “Do you want join voluntarily the higher form 
economy, Soon, the legend will spread even wider, 
the people will make those hundred men two three hun- 
dred, and out guns—cannons. sure it, Comrade. 
So, ask Mazur: ‘What did you when those people 
from Chelm came your village connection with the 
‘We fled the fields and covered ourselves 
with ‘And what about you, did you also act this 
way?’ ‘Yes, chairman, tell me, what ac- 
tually the most important task the Commune People’s 
“The most important task organize collec- 
tives,’ says. Don’t you see, Comrades, that this ridicu- 
lous situation? Don’t you think that you have been too 
indulgent far the people’s rule order con- 

“Do you hear that?” instructor draws closer the 
door, listening. don’t believe idle meeting talks, but 

when was younger all who were the school 
for training Party cadres, used various villages, 
where held meetings and organized collectives. That 
was real work. That was ideological attitude. Now 
hear that the pupils the same school stay comfortably 
home and study, order not get unsatisfactory grades; 
this all they do. 

“Before, was different. Now you may either knock 
their goddam teeth sit down and weep. But have 
not been taught how weep. us, all that can happen 
what happened Secretary the Basic Party Organi- 
zation who received anonymous letter which said: ‘If 
you don’t stop your Party activities, you scoundrel, shall 
kill you.” The man got scared and started drink. Did 
become drunkard out fear? No. figured this 
way: give back Party membership card 
own free will. would shame, and besides, why 
should expose myself? the other hand, become 
drunkard, they will dismiss from the Party because 
immoral way And maybe should have 
purge? Maybe this would help? Ah, how good was 
before! Today, different. Sometimes like 
hit the table with your fists. But you’re not allowed 
it. 

there were Party Secretaries the Rural Munici- 
pal Committees, one word from him could settle everything. 


His word was sacred. However, there are longer any 
Party Secretaries the Rural Municipal Committees; 
they have been replaced instructors. also in- 
structor. And I’m distress, Comrade. look all around 
and see what starting on. whole life 
has been devoted the Party; have been working for 
the Party hard could and, believe me, the 
first time that don’t understand what the meaning 
all is. Not long ago, was listening radio broad- 
cast entitled: ‘On Saturday, After the Work Done.’ 
thought would able rest little while listening 
that broadcast. Nothing the kind! The whole time, 
was angry that could hardly sit and listen. you 
know what they were laughing that broadcast? They 
were laughing ZMP! They were laughing ideo- 
logical training! Are they permitted it? Such 
there too much ideological training? That’s not true. 
still too little it. Where are going look 
for help, comrade? Tell that!” 


THE COMPANY the First Secretary the County 
Committee and the instructor the Voyevodship Com- 
mittee, took part meeting the members the 
collectives from the region certain MTS, which 
not considered very efficient. The meeting was stormy. 
Two the left the room, slamming the door 
behind them order demonstrate their disapproval 
“empty talking.” However, the rest them remained 
heroically their seats; they even turned down the prop- 
osition take lunch break. 


“Is MTS 


just empty junk?” 


With this little poem one the participants the meet- 
ing started the discussion. the end the discussion, 


Book" 


Szpilki (Warsaw), February 1956 


thee 


member the collective farm Rozkosz [Rozkosz means 
“pleasure” Polish] sighed: “This not Rozkosz all, 
This atmosphere prevailed during the most 
part the discussion! 

did not keep negative opinion about the meeting 
secret from the County authorities. told them openly 
that was simply terrified. The First Secretary, however, 
did not agree with view and said was one-sided. 

our way back Chelm were discussing the meet- 
ing. Comrade Tor, the head the political department 
the MTS summed the discussion held the “appal- 
ling meeting” enthusiastic speech the style: “Let 
bear mind the great successes People’s Poland 
with regard the building new agrarian structure 
based socially just principles cooperation. have 
work better than have been working until now, 
although the present time the situation has been very 
good. Thus, long .!” 

The First Secretary was annoyed while listening this 
speech and poked with his elbow significantly. was 
only our way back Chelm that learned the fact 
that every morning comrade Tor goes from town the 
MTS and every evening returns from the MTS back 
town. that point, all the anger accumulated within him 
the course the meeting was let loose: “Either you will 
live together with the tractor workers the MTS, 
you will cease head the political department! 
long you stand podium you will never able 
gain authority. You have make yourself known 
the people. You should try make every tractor worker 
political instructor. what someone notices some 
freckles your face? That any harm; the 
contrary, will help! you have alternative: either 

listened the Secretary with satisfaction; felt that 
beneath these words was comparing others with 
himself, who had moved from Warsaw Chelm. 
done any harm? was thinking. 
has helped. 


Then, impressions from another MTS meeting, which 
was held the other day, came back The meeting 
took place Nowa Huta. was devoted the question 
organizing the simple forms cooperation and was 
very successful. Only peasants attended the meeting; 
nevertheless, all them decided join the cooperative 
brick-kiln which was just being organized the village. 
Why didn’t all the peasants come the meeting? Com- 
rade Swietlik explains this way: two persons had 
been writing the announcements about the meeting. One 
them wrote: “On such and such day the meeting will 
held. Official matters. Presence all members obliga- 
tory.” The text written the other ran: “We shall dis- 
cuss the project organizing cooperative brick-kiln 
our village,” and not one word more. Only those peasants 
who received those non-obligatory announcements came 
the meeting. 

interesting, isn’t it?” asked Comrade Swietlik, and 
continued: “For me, this only one more 
that new forms work are starting more and more 


the contrary, 


“He said won’t move until gets answer his application.” 


Swiat (Warsaw), November 13, 1955 


popular. think that those new forms are better 


adapted human nature. For that reason, not 
necessary ‘urge’ the people too much. first, 
things slowly, then they start forward more speed- 
Comrade Swietlik smiled with satisfaction. 

was sitting opposite the First Secretary, nodding 
head, but was afraid confirm words his optimistic 
views. The “new” only interpreted different ways. 
And how bizarrely that “theory the fell 
down from the upper regions form avalanche 
briefings and circulars—is mirrored the consciousness 
those people whose task does not consist theorizing, 
but the actual, local work. The colorful patterns 
the started float before the windows many 
people brought according the old concepts, and 
screened them with its colorful cloud. For that reason, 
darkness spread many interiors bright morning. 

come the window and look out into the muddy 
place where the street gets little wider, near 
small square which the peasants park their wagons, 
and where the mud particularly thick, there little 
show-case. Behind its glass, pictures incorrigible drunk- 
ards are shown, exposed the condemnation public 
opinion. Underneath, identical inscriptions, which vary 
only with regard the names the delinquents: “Such 
and such citizen, who has been repeatedly caught habit- 
ual drinking industrial alcohol.” Looking through the 
window the County Committee office, thinking: 
“It here where the outcome many discussions held 


the central level decided. here where the fate 


the great anti-alcoholic campaign, undertaken lead- 
ing Warsaw publicists, decided. Here, where that cam- 
paign has take into account one-litre bottle with 
skull and bones it. Here the fate our ideological 
discussions decided. Here, where the so-called “county 
level” forms the final outlines the present-day reality. 

turn away from the window face the new Secretary 
the County Committee, the same man who not long 
ago was sitting behind his desk the Central Committee. 

“Do the employees the County Committee— 
among other instructors—understand that the intro- 
duction new methods Party work increases 
their own responsibility? Now they have rely 
solely their gift eloquence, their power 
convince, and the evidence supplied the actual 
facts. these things taken together make the power 
lea. However, the conditions the “typical agri- 
cultural where not possible point the 
factory chimneys Nowa Huta the blocks new 
apartment houses—this power not tangible enough; 


for some people may seem almost immaterial. case 
difficulties any sort, was very easy dial the 
number Comrade Rycerz [knight], the chief 
the County Security Office. All the difficulties ran away 
from such call like hares before hunter. Now, every 
single activist the district has Rycerz.” 
“Was the name the chief the County Security 
Office really Rycerz?” The First Secretary the County 
Committee seems very good mood today. 
Again the window which offers the view 
muddy street with peasant wagons moving towards the 


market place. The horses slowly, step step. The 


drivers sway sleepily from side side. think about those 
Party activists county level, who lived for few years 
the splendor the Great Movement, the great omni- 
potent revolution, and who now start hesitate, doubt. 
thinking about those unshaven, perpetually 
overtired people who, brought the atmosphere 
the struggle against the gangs and the faith 
that our revolution formed the pattern the 
October Revolution, not see the new patterns 
Party work any revolutionary content. 

look peasant wagons loaded with hens, cheese, but- 
ter, moving lazily towards the market. Would better 
beat the horse with whip, give the peasant 
tractor? 

Obviously, must have said aloud, because the Sec- 
retary presently breaks into thoughts. “To give the 
peasant tractor, you say? True, nice metaphor, but 
it’s high time for you stop fooling yourself with the 
central statistical data. Let’s take, for example, the MTS. 
According the statistical data, there are plenty 
tractors. Actually, only half them are good 

listening the Secretary the County Committee, 
the man who not long ago sat desk the Central 
Committee. This how our views change, depending 
the perspective from which look things. listen 
his words and start think self-criticism. Perhaps 
too impatient? Perhaps, before give tractor 
the peasant, should teach him about its mechanism? 
“It teach people the new methods.” Mr. 
Swietlik’s words the course our first conversation 
came back me. 


Children’s Games 


The May 1955 issue the Czechoslovak Youth magazine, Prace Mladych, 
described game “suitable” for youth, under the heading “Let’s Play Outdoors.” 
The game called “Chasing 

“The best playground for this game forest, which does not have very 
large. From group players, the leader designates one who will play the part 
the refugee. The others will try track him down and discover his hideout. 
The refugee will allowed jump ahead his pursuers about meters. 
walks slowly toward his hideout and from time time looks back see 
whether being followed. The other players must advance carefully and use 
every cover order not detected the refugee. When the latter looks 
back and sees one his pursuers, calls his name and the pursuer eliminated 


from the game. 


“The pursuers will not satisfied with following the refugee from distance, 
but will try come near him possible. When the refugee realizes that 
being followed, tries evade his pursuers. they are far enough away, 
takes advantage the terrain, hides and allows his pursuers ahead 


him. 


successful, wins the game. 


If, however, reaches his hideout 


before eliminates all his pursuers from the game, has lost.” 
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Line 


COMMUNISTS lately have begun dancing another 

beat—for them new and bumpy one. After years 
suppression and persecution, jazz now being featured 
Soviet bloc radio programs. Travellers report that jazz 
played most night clubs, and jazz band leaders long 
regime disfavor—Leonid Utesov the Soviet Union, Karel 
Czechoslovakia, Joe Reininger Romania— 
have been “unleashed.” Reininger was recently freed from 
prison and was recently playing the Continental, Buch- 
arest’s newest night club. American jazz artists too have 
been recognized, particularly the enthusiastic reception 
the American company Porgy and Bess which recently 
toured the Soviet bloc. September 1954, Rude Pravo 
(Prague) called George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody Blue” 
the “acme bad taste.” Now the Satellite newspapers 
publish photographs and eulogies Gershwin, Duke Elling- 
ton and Louis Armstrong. noted music critic East 
Berlin stated that “did not regret” attending recent 
concert given West Berlin Louis Armstrong, “from 
whom our bands can learn lot.” The new policy was for- 
mally sanctioned the January 1956 issue the official 
musical review Sovetskaya Muzyka (Moscow), which pro- 
claimed: “The foxtrot and tango, rumba and blues and 
other dance music long disgrace have started sound 
for mass consumption. The fruitless discussions about 
whether jazz necessary, and whether not foxtrot 
and tango, have lost all 

This change line with the policy fostering cul- 
tural coexistence and exchange the name “the Geneva 
“Good classical jazz not only beneficial aid 
the fight against racial discrimination but also sign 
friendship between nations.” (Mlada Fronta De- 
cember 25, 1955). But also response internal de- 
mands and pressures. The Communists recognize the fact 
that, despite Communist invective and decree—and con- 
ceivably partly because it—the appeal jazz has not 
been stamped out the Soviet orbit. And because they 
could not hear jazz over the home radio through other 
regime channels, the youth turned increasingly the West- 
ern radio; the Soviet Union was found that young 
people were making recordings foreign jazz broadcasts 
cast-off X-ray plates. Fearing the implications 


“What are you doing, Grandpa?” 


“Well, now that the leftist excesses which had been prevalent for 
long light music have been eliminated, feel that too can 
safely take dancing the foxtrot.” 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), September 1955 


pression youthful defiance and opposition—the Com- 
munists were virtually obliged legitimatize it. 

further likely factor the decision allow jazz was 
the lack alternative. Originally the Communists had 
hoped counter Western popular music with wholly in- 
dependent music based national folklore and free from 
the taint foreign influence the past. Today they con- 
cede that the field light music desert. 

The official attitudes toward jazz the various countries 
the area mirror their larger political stances with striking 
fidelity. Hungary, where the immediate post-Stalin liber- 
alizations started earlier and went farther than elsewhere 
the bloc, jazz was rehabilitated early 1953. The 
country was shortly inundated jazz music and modern 
ballroom dancing, even Communist-sponsored affairs. 
Just Hungary reacted the over-reaching liberaliza- 
tions the New Course the removal Nagy and the 
attempted rectification the extremes “rightist devi- 
ation,” the regime found necessary call for “stem- 
ming the tide” jazz. The official policy toward jazz 
was reviewed the press the spring 1954, and caution 
was enjoined, but there was question reverting the 
pre-1953 bans. 

Poland and Czechoslovakia, there was first consid- 
erably more official reluctance reverse the anti-jazz line. 
During 1954 there was good deal discussion how 
much and what kind Western-style music should per- 
mitted. Poland conference composers was held 
May, and the ensuing pronouncements treated the subject 
very gingerly. The conference report stated: 

“Tt fact that the jazz manner rendition has been 
accepted, that the people have accepted and now demand 
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Left: ensemble worthy representing Cracow. 


Lie, laureate the Fifth Youth Festival, (at right) plays it.” 


Photo right Jan Walasek, “the best Polish saxophone player.” 


Swiat (Warsaw), October 30, 1955 


jazz. course, not the previously mentioned unnatural 
Dixieland and bebop, but rhythmical, syncopated, melodic, 
good music for dancing. And this need the people 
not satisfy. are held back several fears, for the 
danger great. example degenerate wild Amer- 
ican jazz truly frightening, but let take the example 
the Italians who have created their own particular style 
jazz music.” (Muzyka [Warsaw], September-October 
1954 


After the Geneva Conference, however, the summer 
1955, markedly softer line was introduced. 

Poland, the regime launched the new jazz policy 
the autumn last year with the organization 40-piece 
State jazz orchestra called Studio 55. The orchestra’s reper- 
toire includes the jazz classics George Gershwin, Duke 
Ellington and Harry James, well sambas, rumbas and 
Soviet and West European dance music. Its opening con- 
cert Warsaw was “hailed [the many] who are hungry 
for good jazz,” said Radio Warsaw, November 12, 1955. 
jazz contest which four competing bands offered samples 
New Orleans Dixieland, swing, bebop and “cool” jazz 
attracted 5,000 fans, according Swiat (Warsaw), Octo- 
ber 30, 1955. The Warsaw paper Dzis Jutro, September 
praised Radio Warsaw’s newly inaugurated broad- 
casts outstanding recordings dance and jazz bands, 
including many foreign ones. The paper expressed ap- 
proval that “Polish listeners can now get know variety 
interpretations and can compare new styles and trends 
dance music. Every lover dance music today knows 
the famous bands Andre Kostelanetz Mantovani, Ray 
Anthony, Bill May, Coleman Hawkins, Benny Goodman 
Duke Swiat, February 20, 1955, carried 
comprehensive review the history jazz and com- 
mented: “At last, are witnessing the full rehabilitation 
jazz.” 


a 


Czechoslovakia, Radio Prague started broadcasting 
Western-style dance music last summer for the first time 
since 1948. The station now devotes about two hours its 
broadcasting day this music. The State record company 
recently released long-playing record Negro music 
ranging from original African music spirituals and blues, 
the first record its kind not only the country but 
Central Europe, according Lidova Demokracie (Prague), 
January 12, 1956. 

Romania and Bulgaria, where both the post-Stalin 
liberalizations have had the smallest 
scope, there has been the least modification the official 
anti-jazz line. Jazz influences can found the dance 
music the few expensive night clubs Bucharest and 
Sofia, and there some infrequent playing jazz, but the 
regime has given official sanction jazz revival and 
press pronouncements the subject are consistently for- 
bidding. 


The Real Thing 


POLAND, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, jazz now wel- 
come, but with stipulations and reservations. The Com- 
munists represent themselves “jazz 
make their about-face more doctrinally supportable 
construing jazz the folk music oppressed minority 
America. account jazz history symposium 
accompanied selections New Orleans jazz, which was 
held Prague September 22, 1955, Vecerni Praha 
(Prague), September 24, said: 

“This music came America with the first Negro slaves. 
Until then had served them accompaniment 
their daily lives and their festivals. the American plan- 
tations developed different character. The work song 
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why 
large applause greeted [Guitars] and “Jade ciebie 
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Caption reads: “Polish songs are scarce medicine. Tha 


riding the tram you] performed Zbigniew 
Swiat (Warsaw), 30, 1955 


i 
Caption reads: “The ensemble from Lodz adopts such 
soulful expressions only while performing sentimental tangos; 
foxtrots and sambas don’t allow them sit quietly.” 
Swiat (Warsaw), October 30, 1955 
as 


originated, song whose spontaneous lyrics and melodies 
frequently accused the plantation owners cruel oppres- 
sion. When the Negroes became acquainted with Chris- 
tianity, the spiritual arose and later, the blues. For long 
time this type music remained unknown. Only the end 
the last century Antonin Dvorak alerted others its 
existence. 

“The selections New Orleans jazz [played the 
helped listeners realize that means every- 
thing played today dance orchestras 
the folk art the Negroes. The symposium 
listeners distinguish the chaff from the grain.” 


The Communists stress the distinction between so-called 
pure (or classical) jazz and commercial jazz, which they 
depict locked irreconcilable conflict along the lines the 
“class struggle.” According this version, the capitalist 
music industry the Twenties and Thirties conspired 
exploit and debase true jazz. Mlada Fronta De- 
cember 25, 1955, thus attacked “false music masquerading 
which was produced “the large white orchestras 
Paul Whiteman and Jack Hilton.” Said the article: 


Pan Alley, the organization musical managers, 
impresarios and businessmen, saw that pure jazz was 
suppressed, and served instead uninitiated audience 
sort musical left-over created not spontaneously but 
order. Many folk musicians such trumpet players 
King Oliver, Mutt Carey and Tommy Ladnier died pov- 
erty. Others, like the clarinet players Sidney Bechet, 
George Lewis and Johnny Dodds, barely kept alive. What 
difference: the one hand the warm classical New 
Orleans jazz, the other, artificial melodies with taste- 
less lyrics, deliberately and falsely advertised 


The article described the postwar jazz revival the 
United States the following terms: the end 
the war, progressive citizens America and their artists, 
such Orson Welles and Charlie Chaplin, recalled the 
real cultural mission folk America, and renaissance 
unspoiled art, including jazz, began. Those who had been 
suppressed the music industry returned again the 
concert halls, enlightened audiences, and thus once 
again gave their art the world.” The article cited Louis 
Armstrong one the most faithful propagators pure 
jazz: “His playing and singing are typical the un- 
pompous musical expression the working Negro 
America.” 


Rock, Roll 


1954, the Hungarian press held prolonged discussion 
jazz and its effects. There was attempt define 
limit beyond which the adherents jazz and Western 
music would not permitted go. Generally, seemed 
the dancing that went with the music rather than the 
music itself which particularly shocked the Communists. 
Jitterbugging and the more gymnastic dances South 
American origin had been taken Hungarian youth 
with great enthusiasm, and the Communists this was 
fearful spectacle degeneracy, individualism, and energy 
unproductively spent. was sensuous display deeply 
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offensive the Victorian prudery the Communists, and 
caused them fear the loss control over the minds 
their youth. Szabad Ifjusag (Budapest), April 23, 1954, 
wrote that “The problem not merely the csonadrag 
Budapest version the zoot-suit] and the rocking [while 
the csonadrag and the ungainly way dancing 
are mere symptoms, symptoms the hooligan spirit.” 

The same newspaper May 1954, attacked “the so- 
called who regularly the place where their 
favorite band plays, mostly American pieces the most 
savage beat. There are five six boys and the same num- 
ber girls who ‘get together’ and ‘shake,’ they call it. 
sure, they will surrounded other people. Some 
look them with contempt and try avoid these apes. 
Unfortunately, however, there will always one who 
impressed—and tomorrow will dance the same man- 
ner, although had danced modestly until now.” Szabad 
Ifjusag, May 16, 1954, reprimanded bands whose selec- 
tions encourage this dancing: 


“There are many complaints that the young people like 
cosmopolitan dance music and hop about unseemly 
way and toss each other around. one the Houses 
Culture when young couple was admonished they asked 
then why did the band play such pieces? And they were 
right. The band mixed such wild rumbas, sambas and 
swing that was wonder the couples made convulsive 
movements. Tatabanya factory house culture, the 
plant workers’ band, played, among other things, the 
‘people’s swing’: hey baba reba—and one but the direc- 
tor the house culture wondered why the young peo- 
ple did not dance the chardas this music!” 

The Romanian newspaper Contemporanul 
July 15, 1955, demonstrated the pitch hysteria which 
animadversions against jazz and Western dances can rise, 
well the comprehensive damnation jazz which 
still the official policy Romania and Bulgaria. The 
samba was defined dance consisting the tom-tom 
the African Negro savages, old Indian melopeas, and 
mix- 
ture savagery, sensuality and religious ecstasy which 
duende—that is, the devil, added.” 

Then, case the religious origin the dances might 
not enough damn them, the article added: “The 
most disquieting thing not the religious origin these 
dances but their degeneration into so-called mod- 
ern dances, which barbarism pitched the height 
hysteria, which the strident accents different instru- 
ments produce real intoxication the animal instincts. 
really attempt develop the youth all that 
worst them: cruelty, contempt, all their destructive 
urges. There ulterior motive all this: the dances 
and their savage music are hidden inducement the 
growth war psychosis and the perversion and ani- 


liturgical songs brought over the Spanish Jesuits 


The newspaper asserted that “this decadent music 
attempt destroy the true music the American people 
and the national music all peoples. With its help they 
try propagate the American way life, which remains 
complete contradiction the way life all other 


nations and their respective musical traditions. Its aim 
the propagation gangster ideology which leads the 
youth various countries complete animalization and 
criminality.” 


Quoting burlesque description American jazz and 
jitterbugging from unidentified West German news- 
paper, the author arrives the final conclusion: 


“This American jazz: swing jazz, which whips one’s 
nerves like drug, and hot jazz, which makes one fall into 
trances like those described above. Much more dan- 
gerous than this are the ideas contained Stan Kenton’s 
compositions, which have names like “The Atom 
‘The Hydrogen Bomb,’ “The Jet Plane,’ “The Death Sen- 
tence,’ etc. clear everyone that this inoffen- 
sive entertainment, but plot throughout all its details, 
rife with political implications.” 


Almost all the writers articles this problem stressed 
that the craze for jitterbugging cannot stopped pro- 
hibition force. writer Szabad Ifjusag, May 1954, 
warned that “police interference any other interference 
Draconian manner would only stir defiance. 
have try persuade youth with gentle words that they 
will not fail.” 

Although “jazz are definitely ruled out, 
the matter what constitutes acceptable dance step 
longer simple the days when Jan Cajmer, di- 
rector the Polish Radio Orchestra, made wholesale 
condemnation foxtrot, tango, rumba and “such dances” 
“bourgeois and small-town dances not corresponding 
our present Socialist reality” (recollected Dzis Jutro 
[Warsaw], September 11, 1955). Today there consider- 
able uncertainty: “Who will decide, and what basis, 
which rhythm proper dance and which not?” 
asked bewildered voice, that Pal Szabo, chairman 
the Hungarian Writers Union, Szabad Ifjusag, April 
25, 1954. conference where the subject popular 
dances was discussed, the participants [unidentified] enu- 
merated the permissable dances as: the Hungarian national 
dances, waltz, tango, slow fox, “and then, after certain 
hesitation, few participants added the foxtrot. could 
not help wondering what the dividing line between tango 
and slow fox the one hand and the ‘not recommended’ 
dances the other? Can we—do want to—liqui- 
date jazz within forseeable time? want prevent 
our youth from dancing all so-called modern dances other 
than the waltz and the chardas? And even wanted to, 
would able so? must admit frankly that 
not think and not even see much sense forcing 
it. Why say all this? Because would like put the 
question: what are the ‘progressive traditions which should 

The failure Communist composers produce contem- 
porary-minded songs with positive outlook has been re- 
peatedly scored the Communist press: song writers and 
orchestras instead indulge mechanical imitation and de- 
basement Western styles. September 1952, Contem- 
poranul (Bucharest) charged that “the persistence 
cosmopolitan repertoire and decadent musical style bear- 
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ing the hallmark American swing explained the 
fact that our composers have not yet creating 
new repertoire light music replace the old. 

The Warsaw paper Przeglad Kulturalny February 26, 
1953 served notice that “complete choas” reigned Polish 
popular music: “It not difficult find there remnants 
American jazz, both the character musical compo- 
sition and the style rendition; also, maudlin sentimental- 
ism left over from interwar dance music, pessimism, cosmo- 
politanism and all sorts ‘isms.’ enough listen 
our orchestras, even those the most renowned restaurants 
Warsaw, see how the American germ has spread un- 
checked, taking advantage the long slumber the in- 
sensitive exponents our musical policy.” And com- 
mentator Radio Prague, May 19, 1954, said: listener 
asks why reject good Western dance tunes. not 
reject them the trouble that many our Czech com- 
positions resemble them one egg resembles another. 
Czech composers and orchestras frequently imitate Amer- 
ican commercial jazz and thus lose their own character. 
Hungary, Pal Szabo said: “Once while 


dele 


paze 


The new line from the Maison Johnny 


Hat the shape flat pie, worn parties, festivals 
and other events. medical pad recommended for mumps; 
eventually can also worn collar. Necktie genre 
“oriental landscape” knapsack with lapels, pockets and 
room for stoop [the dandy’s natural posture]. 
plaid cuffs with little bit Socks “Sing Sing” 
which can worn even one doesn’t have prison record; 
Small boats [shoes] with three soles which can float the 
capital’s avenues. Two dressed specimens reconstituted 
for the “boulevard” museum; also used for crops. 


hear dance tunes the radio. must admit that regard 
most them poor products even their own category. 
Since the Course] come more and more frequently 
across the brazen imitation American jazz. not 
think much more those dance numbers which are called 
‘modern.’ These, far can judge, follow general 
dance 
April 23, 


melody and structure the style the Twenties, the 
tunes the first (Szabad Ifjusa 
1954. 


Taste Dogma 


LARGE part their inability liquidate the influ- 


lled the Commu- 


ence jazz and swing which has compell 
nists try come terms with it. Pravda (Moscow 
December 1955, actually attributed the “protracted reper- 
toire crisis” the Soviet Union the dog 
tion all jazz. Sovetskaya Muzyka, charging that too 
much popular music played the Soviet Union consisted 


dated Western jazz, said that “the Soviet Unio 


matic prohibi- 


hould 


not merely imitate foreign jazz but should create its own.” 
CASA 
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orien- 


Urzica March 15, 1955 
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jazz cannot suppressed, the people demand and 
the bands play one form other, let least 
purely classic fresh, indigenous, and modulated suit 
the Communist ear, was said. 

Taste rather than classical Marxist dogma now held 
out the measure for judging jazz. the Hungarian 
press discussions jazz policy, several pro-jazz spokesmen 
argued boldly that the geographical and class opprobrium 
formerly attached jazz obsolete and irrelevant. Ivan 
Vitanyi, head the music section the Hungarian Min- 
istry Education, asserted Nepszava Janu- 
ary 1956, that “the idea that all modern ballroom dances 
are merely penetrations cosmopolitanism erroneous. 
true that the way these dances are performed the ef- 
fects international garbage-style bourgeois ‘culture’ 
apparent. But this does not mean that the dances 
themselves which should blamed. the contrary, the 
majority the dances such the foxtrot, tango, rumba, 
etc., are folk origin and can performed good 
well bad 


Pal Szabo Szabad Ifjusag, April 23, 1954, pointed 
out another “Generally speaking when 


about jazz associate with dances and 
these occasions some sort pious chauvinistic sentiments 
take over. are afraid that the purity our young peo- 
ple will blemished these dances. But the fact that 
making arbitrary selections points the map. Some- 
thing which happens ‘Western’ relation cer- 
tain geographical point will become Eastern beyond that 
and beyond that North East South. 


Szabo related how had visited Margit Island before 
the war when was Budapest’s fashionable playground: 


“On the island there were millionaires and maharajas. 
the hotel lounge there was always jazz band play- 
ing and the afternoons the couples would dance. 
cannot denied that their dancing there was style, re- 
finement, even beauty. That this that maharaja was 
‘degenerate’ his way life was simply beside the point: 
his dancing was indeed human being with taste 
and dignity. And also true that the same jazz sounded 
quite different bar the Joszefvaros working class 
and that the couples danced different 
manner. 

ern for not that. now worldwide phenome- 
and think going become even more so, Any- 
one familiar with the history the spread ancient 
cultures anyone who can imagine Socialism all over 
the world can appreciate this. However, jazz 
artistic expression has its talentless parasites just does 
the Hungarian chardas.” 


all the cases where the Communists attempt 
modify policy and reach new one “dialectically,” there 
considerable backing and filling the Communist press. 
The rising crescendo jazz behind the Iron Curtain 
punctuated with flat notes warning. Sovetskaya Muzyka, 
January 1956, cautioned comrades “not let rubbish in- 
stead pure water come through the sluices which have 
been opened.” “rubbish” the author meant “wild jazz 


and jazz The recent permission rumbas, 
tangos, blues the USSR should not, said, construed 
encouragement “hot jazz.” Mlada Fronta (Prague), 
December 10, 1955, said: “The improvement cultural 
relations after the Geneva Conference has had not only 
positive effects our musical culture.” The paper rapped 
“those who, capitalizing the real errors [our] evalu- 
ation so-called jazz the past, are attempting intro- 
duce anarchy into dance music.” The paper said “this 
not the way which interpret the spirit Geneva.” 


The post-Geneva handshake offered Western culture 
has thus been extended American classic jazz and those 
its composers and performers who have attained stature 
and fame. The Communists still reject all that they con- 
sider extreme eccentric, notably jitterbugging and all 
Western experimental “commercial” jazz. They call 
their own composers create “national” jazz, effort 
purify the hybrid jazz, the Western imitations which 
have discomfited the regimes. Thus the popular de- 
mand for jazz given gratification, with the Communists 
wielding the baton and setting the score. 


Advertisement 
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This advertisement, apparently the first its kind, reads: “The 
Continental Bar presents nightly exceptional program music- 
hall—Tzigany dances, Uzbek dances, Bolero, Tartar dances, French 
Can-Can, Juggling, Acrobatic numbers, Step [tap] dancing. Luigi 
will interpret the most modern songs. the program: 
from the movies—The Vagabond, Bongiorno Tristezza, the 
Water Song, Accompaniment the Sile Visan Jazz 
Band.” Informatia Bucurestiului (Bucharest), April 1956 


FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


Everything 


Clear 


The following are extensive extracts from article 
Zycie Literackie (Cracow), February 19, 1956. one 
the fiercest—and most revealing—attacks the Party’s 
rural policies ever appear Communist publication. 


Once again the same wearisome question arises: why 
the progress collectivization difficult? 

opinion, one the reasons that the peasants 
not believe that the wages paid the kolkhozes are ade- 
quate. This includes even those “good” collectives which 
pay 50, and zloty per working day. (And how small 
the percentage “good” collectives!) The joint wages 
Mazur’s, Majchrowski’s, Zakrzewski’s families amount 
20, 30, thousand zloty year. every kolkhoz 
good standing there are always few such families; their 
high earnings come from their continuous work kolk- 
hoz which gives them one and half two working days’ 
wages for eight ten hours work. (Apart from the ad- 
ministration, the highest paid kolkhoz workers are un- 
doubtedly the members breeding brigades.) Next 
turn are those who earn about thousand zloty year 
[this the average annual wage industrial 
still speaking only about the family earnings well- 
organized kolkhozes. These two groups comprise not more 
than one-fourth one-third the total membership 
given kolkhoz. Next come the crestfallen new-poor middle 
peasants, and the very bottom the ladder are those 
—often percent the total membership—whose earn- 
ings not reach even two thousand zloty year. Very 
often, the last category much worse off than was before 
collectivization. The majority peasants form their opinion 
collective farms the basis the situation this cate- 
gory workers. not agree with the shallow charges 
that all those poor collectivized people are malingerers and 
can just lick their bare fingers paydays. Allegedly 
there are irrefutable proofs their guilt: they are nowhere 
found when time weed the root-plants, when 
time for the harvest digging out the root-crops. 
such times, necessary send for outside workers for 
school children who, sometimes, waste more the crops 
than they collect. All this may true. Yet even the 
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“It interesting that people don’t want join our collective.” 
Szpilki (Warsaw), January 29, 1956 


“malingerers” did not shun work, they would improve their 
situation only insignificantly: days’ wages. The 
core the matter lies the unbalanced economy the 
kolkhozes. [This economy] not even efficient the 
balanced] economy prevalent individual holdings 
which—for instance, three four hectares—there 
enough work for two persons for the whole year. 

Party activist agitating for collectivization the 
villages, the author wished obtain some reliable informa- 
tion the sentiments average middle peasant the 
Miechow district. Late one evening when the temperature 
was 25°C. below zero, went car visit old friend 
who had helped him out many dangerous situations dur- 
ing the Occupation: 

1950, friend declined join the kolkhoz. There 
was nothing but allocate him land new 
location. 

“What you think about your present method farm 
management?” now asked 

would like know what you think about future 
method farm 

“Socialism will lead collectivization. You should have 
made your mind earlier.” 

friend jumped up, gritting his teeth, and—said 
solicitously: “You should take care that the water your 
car radiator does not freeze.” 

take care little while. Now tell me: will 
you your original land and become member the 
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Waiting for 


One Aspect Difficulties Polish Agriculture 
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PICTURE STORY Nowa Wies (Warsaw), April highlights some the 
major problems plaguing both peasants and officials the Polish countryside. The pic- 
ture above shows the dilapidated private farm one Jan Dziopa Miasowa, Jedrzejow 
District. The caption reads: “There only one cow, that the holding short manure; 
more, the manure not properly stored. The fields are not too well cultivated be- 
cause horse-power [when rented] expensive: one workday cost 300 zloty; Dziopa cannot 
get credits for fertilizers because richer farmers appropriate them. And where the local 
agronomist, citizen Gniazdo?” [This rhetorical question unanswered, implying that 
Gniazdo collusion with the “rich” farmers the expense the poorer peasants.] 

The caption then points out that the Chief Agronomist the County Agricultural 
Administration, who should supervise the local agronomists, was able inspect his ter- 
ritory only five occasions last Caption top picture opposite page explains 
why the Chief Agronomist, Roman Polak, busy: “It nearly midnight. Polak 
studying for the correspondence course the Higher Agricultural School. Why does 
study late, indeed, WHY?” 

The kids know why: daddy received important telephone call [earlier the 
The Provincial Representatives the Agricultural Administration were coming Jedrze- 
jow, and daddy had [to one more interminable meeting]. 


q 
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His answer came quicker than expected: “No.” 
“Why not?” 

should not have whipped al! that confusion 
our village; now you have around trying make 
for it,” friend’s wife remarked sadly. 


How did happen that they did not understand 


properly? Me, and our policy peaceful negotiations with 
the peasants? said firmly, “My dear, have cause 
for self-criticism this matter.” 

friend had well-established opinion this point: 
know that the Government and the Party can make 
whatever they want. will come sooner later, know it. 

was holding unlighted cigarette. friend held out 
burning splinter, but his hand was shaking could 
hardly light cigarette. 

afraid the water your radiator has frozen. 
was obvious that friend wanted interrupt our con- 
versation, which might cause quarrel between us. With 
pang heart persisted: “Nothing will happen 

Suddenly friend, making sharp gesture toward the 
stove, said: “This your Socialism. The stove cold ice. 
Tell me, when had there ever been coal house? 
around Chodow, and you will see for yourself: 
has any coal. bought some coke but wouldn’t burn 
the stove. The railway men did not get their coal allowance 
either.” 

position weakened, tried speak about the general 
difficulties connected with the period Socialist construc- 
tion, about the fact that the situation improves year 
year. friend was looking with indignation, the 
veins his hand swelling. 

stop bragging; instead, let’s have drink. remem- 
ber you little boy let’s have drink.” turned 
his glass upside down, his face flushed. “You speak the 
year ago was for much more coal, and now. 
How can believe all those plans. Everytime tried 
believe, something bad happened me: every time 
reached out hand for justice, got fingers burned.” 
Then told how his signature had been forged when they 
needed his agreement for transferring his land [to the kolk- 
about the obstacles put his way when was build- 
ing his house, and about many other painful experiences. 

Although remembers them well, would not have 
complained thought our policy had been sincere. 
his mind, tell lies, the belief that will able 
fool the stupid peasant. For instance, what the meaning 
agreements between the peasants and the State the 
State does not abide them? Why don’t they give coal 
exchange for meat deliveries [as promised]? not his 
concern that the coal goes for export. Perhaps they should 
not export much coal? Perhaps there real need 
exchange coal for various foreign nylons, perfumes, limou- 
sines and other luxuries? When you come right down 
{he says] ridiculous that coal may obtained the 
peasants only bonus for meat deliveries, And what about 
the poor peasants [who have livestock], how are they sup- 


posed heat their houses? No, listen any argu- 
ments about ‘the requirements the economic policy’; 
believed those arguments for all the years the Six Year 
Plan. The basic needs the working peasant are being ne- 
glected, and those who speak about justice tread upon their 
own words. One inclined laugh 

policy artificial fertilizers also unjust,” con- 
tinued. “Only the peasant who delivers grain excess 
his obligatory deliveries can obtain the necessary fertilizers. 
But who has that much grain? Only kulaks. cannot fer- 
tilize land with nitrogen fertilizers, and therefore get 
poorer crops. that fair policy? You have have back- 
ing. you have backing, you stay dark corner. 
Justice only for him who has pots money. one has 
money, can even buy the devil. Many things have changed, 
but this remains unchanged. You not talk the peas- 
ant equal. don’t want anything with you. You 
may other houses speak favor kolkhozes. But for 
this kind conversation, the house should well heated, 
otherwise you might have bite each other till you bleed 
warm up. you understand? They will tell you: 
not fulfill our obligatory deliveries time, are 
dragged before the militia and prosecutor, but one can 
touch you!” 

Thus, provocation, friend gave thorough 
thrashing. was not looking him, but the stove, and 
was thinking: would gladly chase away all our planners and 
they not understand social needs! 

The water radiator had order thaw 
the motor, friend heated water over the low-banked 
fire for three hours. For those three hours, kept 
giving proofs that “one has good reasons not trust au- 
thorities,” i.e. local They were the only au- 
thorities knew. 

gave appalling example violation legality 
connection with the additional quotas grain required 
from the peasants within the framework compulsory de- 
liveries the State. spite the fact that the Govern- 
ment promised not raise the delivery quotas has re- 
peatedly happened that the [local] authorities have disre- 
garded this promise. the consequence error com- 
mitted somebody computing the grain figures, real 
shower added requirements falls upon dozens villages. 
This done under various pretexts; for instance, make 
for grain deficits [incurred the previous year]. Perhaps 
this cannot avoided, but the accounts between the State 
and the peasants should start January and end 
December 31. certain peasant from Pstroszyc was put 
jail 1955 because delivered the same amount grain 
1954, and refused deliver the additional quotas. 
After some time was released, owing somebody’s in- 
tervention, and sent home thresh grain for the addi- 
tional quotas. However, that stubborn peasant appealed 
the Party District Committee and asked for justice, for 
himself and others. The commission stated that imposing 
additional quotas grain upon the peasants was illegal. 
This fact. The peasant received letter stating 
beginning with 1956, was deliver the same amount 
grain 1954, but that must deliver the additional 
quotas for 1955. 
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“This unjust,” argued. 
“It unjust, but cannot helped. better de- 
liver the quotas, otherwise you may jail again.” 

The man lost his courage and gave in. 

would too painful for recount any more 
that nocturnal conversation with friend. 

the morning, when was way friend’s 
house, someone drew attention the door the Com- 
munity House coal shed which had been broken into. 

these people swine?” said. 

else can they do?” answered angrily. friend 
had showed pail full frozen water standing his 
room. slept that room. 

the basis his observations, the author reached the 
following conclusion: 

revolution starting the village: 

read with feeling thankfulness Comrade Nowak’s 
report the Fifth Plenum [of the Central Committee 
the Polish Communist Party, February 1956], well the 
resolutions and directives providing for increased State help 
the kolkhozes; was eager see who will implement 
the Five Year Plan, and how will done. 

The resolutions provide for collectivization 
percent the total area held the peasants within the 
five-year period. The area collectivized land, com- 
pared with the area which currently possessed col- 
lectives, going increase about three times. This will 
psychologically that the development kolkhozes will 
longer depend spontaneous, scattered activity, but will 
proceed according precise plans and timing. Moreover, 
the opinion prevails that the implementation this plan 
will create conditions for full collectivization the country 
the period the next Five Year Plan. 

There are certain difficulties, stemming one hand 
from the passivity Party activists, and the other hand 
from the atmosphere among the peasants, whom our 
policy towards the village has not been clear For 
the last few years, the consciousness that lack clear- 
ness has been steadily growing the peasants’ minds; the 
decree alone will not able change this state affairs. 

During 1950, 1951, and later 1953, the rate de- 
velopment kolkhozes was rapid-fire. Occasionally, how- 
ever, was accompanied evil symptoms, the case 
appear here and there within the local Party organiza- 
tions. Ideological disintegration was deepened still more 
the disastrous methods which the Second Party Con- 
gress resolutions were implemented lower organs who 
lost their perspective. Thus, the peasant ceased believe 
that the regular course events would force him eventu- 
ally join the collective farms. knew that there were 


new economic incentives for the development collec- 
tivization, that the planned construction the village was 
forgotten; saw that after year two, the land incor- 
porated into collective farms was being given back the 
peasants, causing the dissolution the already-small col- 
lectivized area; that the 1953 decree the confiscation 
kulaks’ land was not being put into effect. After the Fourth 
Plenum the Central Committee, Feb. 1955], Party 
member the village was afraid say anything against 
kulak because was not certain whether this might not 
contradiction the “Party Consequently, the 
peasants did not dare take over kulaks’ which lay un- 
cultivated, because uncertainty about what the future 
developments would be. The practice, concealed until now, 
entering into agreements with kulaks concerning cultiva- 
tion and purchase certain industrial was openly 
followed. 

Great confusion prevailed the villages. Honest peas- 
ants and kolkhoz members did not know what do. Only 
speculators all kinds, including ideological speculators, 
fared well. Hypocrisy was triumphant. The [Party] Secre- 
taries tried explain the stagnation collectivization 
mentioning objective conditions, but they did not believe 
their own words. They were mortified. 

The Fifth Plenum will clear the minds some the 
activists. For them, the Fifth Plenum resolutions are 
kind rehabilitation act. However, will take some time 
before the new truths are grasped the peasants. will 
not easy make the peasants understand them. 
ourselves helped create this confusion changing one 
time too often. For that reason will necessary employ 
all our propaganda facilities and creative impulses re- 
store the peasants’ confidence. Now must not retreat! 
The Party organizations should turn over the matters con- 
nected with corn cultivation the agricultural authorities 
and busy themselves with their proper task: propagating 
the resolution. The village [Party] organization should act 
only the larger aims. 

This, however, only one side the problem. Another 
side the attitude the part the authorities to- 
wards the peasants’ needs. friend told what that at- 
titude really like. 

Another task lies strengthening those kolkhozes which 
are already operation. Here the new economic incen- 
tives may prove very helpful. district new kolk- 
hozes are formed, this will help strengthen old kolkhozes. 
Kolkhoz members will then stop thinking about the indi- 
vidual holding. 

The time will come when the revolution will become 
phenomenon regulating all the problems the day, when 
acquires such impact that the masses peasants will 
moved into entering Socialism they enter their own 
homes. 
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want say few words about matter which concerns not 
only myself. want speak about something which 


least 
difficult define. want say 
something about human fear and about the pain experienced 
me, although not know exactly who has brought 
upon me. 

The final drop which made all feelings 
onto this paper—was the article about Stalin printed Trybuna 
Ludu March 10, 1956. 

Which you now reading these lines did not know that many 
bitter jokes about Stalin were circulating among many people 
for long time? matter fact, was not only question 
jokes. could heard that Stalin, the opinion many 
sound people, was “bloodthirsty This kind re- 
mark was very prevalent. Nobody can convince that these 
opinions were instigated kulaks and class enemies. These 
things were repeated workers and Party men not engaged 
any kind sabotage, who believed that our future lies 
exclusively Communism. 

Whenever was the company these people, preferred 
keep silent. This was exchange the hypocrisy words 
for the hypocrisy silence. preferred keep silent, smile 
foolishly, because, rule, all attempts defending that 
man were accepted—depending the kind people with 
whom was talking—either with knowing smile, over-eager 
approval, simply with silence. Yet, felt duty de- 
fend the authority that man. was ZMP [Communist 
Youth League| member, even activist. had good intentions, 
but now understand the wisdom the proverb which says 
that “the road hell paved with good intentions.” 

became the scapegoat various discussions. found my- 


self the middle controversies among young people who 


held the same opinions Although many questions were 
not clear even myself, tried explain them others, and 
perhaps also myself. How awkwardly did it! They smiled 
ironically, felt temper rising, but went ex- 
plaining. felt was duty ZMP member. tried 
convince myself and others that every error the policy 
the USSR and the Polish People’s Republic, every mistake made 
Comrade Stalin, was step forward toward Communism. 
was not fear, but the feeling duty, the ZMP morality 
impressed upon the ZMP organization and the Party, 


which made behave this way. tried understand, 


WHO CONTROLS THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE? 


The anguished questioning young Pole, article 
“Am Weathercock?,” Prostu (Warsaw), March 25. 


plain Marxist way” this whispered propaganda spreading 
among the people. something was beyond understanding, 
tried have faith; intentions were good. 

Stalin died. August 1953, wrote diary: “It 
hard for believe that Stalin longer alive. have 
had varying opinions about that man, but have been feeling 
greater and greater sympathy toward him. Sometimes worry 
whether Malenkov and the other comrades will equal 
their tasks.” 

Here you have the mentality ZMP member from the 
period the Six Year Plan—what irony! 

One colleagues, who usually opposed our dis- 
cussions, and who read those lines, was always deriding them. 
Now has good grounds for it: read the article published 
Trybuna Ludu. shuts with that article. Now 
has excellent argument his disposal. Now how look? 

However, this not the worst thing; can bear friend’s 
criticism. But what about all those imbeciles who until now 
have been afraid say one bad word about Stalin for 
fear might denounce them the Security Police? What 
shall tell them they confront with that 
haps I should come out with self-criticism in front of them? 

Today have been told the most painful thing; namely, that 
change opinions the wind blews. They told this 
because was pleased with Mikoyan’s speech, with Trybuna 
Ludu’s article and with the fact that the USSR’s policy has 
changed for the better; they told this because was pleased 
with the agreements reached with Yugoslavia, Austria and the 
German Federal Republic. considered those facts manifes- 
tations the power Communism. hold the same opinion 
now and shall adhere the future. 

What should do, however, avoid the accusation that 
change opinions “as the wind blows”? Should perhaps 
stand front the Palace Science and Culture and keep 
shouting the top voice that Comrade Stalin was 
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model statesman, that all this talk about the cult the 
individual nonsense, and on? joined the ZMP the 
age fifteen. did not get admitted the university 
but order become man like Pawka Korczagin 
Party member current Soviet did under the in- 
fluence friend and mentor, young Communist who took 
part the Warsaw Uprising and who longer alive: 
died of tuberculosis. 

What have become? man who changes his opinions 
the wind blows. After five years ZMP work. 

Thus, feel hurt. Why, whom? don’t 
know for what reasons—have brought upon present 
humiliation. those who permitted the cult the individual 
develop and who supported it. 


model 


By those who 


by those who are “above.” 
have certain personal, well-founded grievances against those 
people. Secretary the Basic Party Organization makes 
error, punished the County Committee. County 
Committee makes error, punished the District Com- 
mittee, and on. And what about the Central Committee? 


whom responsible? course, everybody will say 
that the Central Committee responsible the entire Party. 
agree; course, there are general meetings. However, 
point this: everybody should have enough courage speak 
the truth all occasions. Society’s control over the activities 
our authorities will become complete and the people will 
real citizens only after they acquire the habit coming the 
Central Committee not only obtain its intervention for them- 
selves particular matters, but also demand explanations, 
and changes concerning basic policies our State—not waiting 
for encouraging directives from the Central Committee, but 
their own initiative. 

For me, there are more authorities now. There are only 
people, who are responsible others. Such 
cludes the existence men-gods. 

Before, there was among deep-rooted fear saying un- 
pleasant truths public. Why? Everybody knew that for this 
could jail. Swiatlo and Beria took advantage the 
cult Stalin for their own purposes, but who was there 
speak about it? myself? who tried explain everything 
from the point view the revolution and the proletarian 
dictatorship? 

That period already gone, and this great triumph 


However, that not all. We, the simple people from “below,” 


want ask what the 


have not been told everything yet. 
comrades the highest positions did prevent the devel- 


opment the cult the individual? Someone might say 
that this question too bold. Why? 
man, but simple ZMP member? For part, should like 
ask him thinks that should look silently upon the 
errors committed the Party, the Party which directs 
ZMP? Should ZMP member, implement those errors? 

was not fault that Stalin exalted himself above the 
Party. That was the fault of his nearest comrades. If one of 
colleagues starts think too much himself, able 
deal with him the [ZMP] meeting. This happened fre- 
quently, particularly before the “thaw.” But far Stalin 
concerned, even had known the true state affairs, 


Because not Party 


would not have been able say anything. would like 
know why? 

Thus, have told all grievances concerning the past. Now 
feel better and others feel better too. 
will feel 


From now on, all 
better and better. The Communists 
enough listen criticism their errors. 

From this statement shall draw certain conclusions which 
everybody will agree. must stop perpetually criticising our- 
selves for past errors, and heaping blame upon the dead; 
must occupy ourselves with current matters, learn more not only 


who are below us, but also about those above 


about those peor 
us. After the “thaw” pring 


Communism, not with Stalinist Five Year Plans, but with 


must come the spring, the endless 


good will who 


Five Year Plans our own, all peopl 
want work for happiness and peace. 

know you will not publish this chaotic letter. You will 
t Stali 


subsides; then Plenum the Central Committe will again 


afraid. You will wait until the wave criticism agains 


n 


call upon the masses people come forth with bold critical 


¢ f the State 


remarks about the internal and international 


And you will 


brood 


again criticize over past errors, 


There are 


cannot 


10 lies in this letter. It is a chaotic 


there chaos mind. You 
feel the same way, sure 


otherwise because 


However, I see a certain fact 
You see it also: 


All along the line, from the Secretary the Basie Party 


emerging from that chaos. 


Organizations the Secretary the Central 


there are authorities. Jan Stanislawski 
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FTER preparation the Hungarian regime has 
published the draft its Second Five Year Plan. 
Hailed editorial Szabad Nep (Budapest), April 
27, 1956, “grand national program for Socialist con- 
struction and the further elevation our people,” the 
Plan represents modifications—to the 
course charted the First Five Year Plan 1950-1954. 
differs from that Plan showing more realistic 
appreciation the country’s economic limitations and 
greater attention agriculture. Investment heavy in- 
pared with the First Five Year Plan. 
Agricultural investment will percent the total, 
against 13.6 percent the previous Plan. Production 
rise heavy industry about percent, 
goods about percent and agriculture percent. 
While the Plan gives the usual lip service better living 


standards for the people, envisages only percent 
increase real wages, contrasted with percent 
increase labor productivity and percent in- 
crease the national income. 


The 


the new Five Year Plans announced other 
lites, and has been worked out close coordination with 
them, the regime has chosen publish set “draft 
directives” rather than finished document. declares 
that presenting this draft the people for month 
discussion, the hope that their suggestions and observa- 
tions will “uncover reserves the people’s economy not 
yet considered the draft directives.” Following this 
“debated” plenary session the Party’s Central 
Committee. The significance the discussion and debate 
not clear. Since planning the Satellites now carried 
out more than ever before areawide basis, and since 
the regimes never tire emphasizing “division labor” 
among their economies, any major change one the 
Plans would seem impossible without prior approval all 
them. Moreover, the draft too specific and detailed 
altered much public discussion. Apparently the dis- 
cussion confined details, and not include the 
actual framework the draft directives. 

One purpose implement the new policy de- 
centralized planning. According Szabad Nep, 342 fac- 
tories have been entrusted with the drafting their own 
Five Year Plans. Another intention apparently rouse 
popular interest and support, thoroughly dampened, 
the crises and conflicts that ocurred during the First Five 


Second Five Year Plan 
1956-1960 


Year Plan. the words Szabad Nep, the public dis- 
cussion certainly enhance the workers’ interest the 
inspiring aims the Second Five Year Plan. This program 
built the constructive cooperation the working 
millions.” 


Industrial Disproportions 


The core the new Plan found the regime’s 
admission that made mistakes its previous planning, 
and that consequently certain “disproportions” have devel- 
oped the economy. Agricultural production “has not 
risen appreciably above the prewar level.” Certain basic 
industrial materials are scarce and expensive, particularly 
coking coal, iron ore, nonferrous metals (other than alu- 
rubber, cotton, wool, hides and timber. During the 
First Five Year Plan Hungary imported far the greater 
part these commodities, what now recognized 
impracticably high cost. Another “disproportion” exists 
the supply electric power, concerning which the Szabad 
Nep editorial said: “During the First Five Year Plan the 
rate increase electricity production for each percent 
increase the output goods was only 0.7 percent. 
This has proved inadequate.” Still another lag 
found the field industrial technique. “It chiefly 
due this,” says the draft, “that the development labor 
productivity unsatisfactory and that production costs are 
the whole higher than the most economically ad- 
vanced countries.” 

Although the new Plan reaffirms the old goal indus- 
trialization, tries pursue without making the old 
mistakes. Recognizing that Hungary poor energy re- 


Chart compares years 1949, 1955 and 1960 for—Left Right— 
pig iron, crude steel, and rolled steel. Caption reads: “In the last 
year the Second Five Year Plan approximately 1,410,000 metric 
tons pig iron, 2,240,000 metric tons crude steel, and 1,400,000 
metric tons rolled steel must produced.” 


Szabad Nep Budapest), May 13, 1956 
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Planned and Actual Output Commodities 


First Five Year Plan 


Actual Plan 
1938 1949 1949 1951 1953 1954 1955 1960 
Product version version version 

Hard Coal (million tons) ............. 1.0 1.4 
Lignite (million tons) 8.4 10.4 
Pig iron (million tons) .............. 0.3 0.4 0.96 1.28 0.86 0.82 0.85 1.41 
Crude steel (million tons) ............ 0.6 0.9 1.60 2.20 1.68 1.49 1.62 2.24 
Rolled steel (million tons) 0.4 0.5 0.89 0.8 0.9 1.4 
Cement (million tons) ............... 0.3 0.6 1.05 2.10 1.16 1.0 1.2 1.86 
Electric power (billion kwh) 1.4 2.5 4.88 6.93 8.35 
Crude oil (million tons) .............. 0.04 0.5 1.12 1.6 
Bauxite (million toms) ............... 0.54 0.56 1.6 
Aluminum (thousand tons) .......... 1.5 14.4 32.8 37.0 47.5 
Paper (thousand tons) ............... 51.9 71.0 94.0 64.0 
3.2 9.0 9.0 3.8 6.8 
Motorcycles (thousands 14.6 16.5 
Leather shoes (million pairs) ...... 4.2 12.3 10.6 12.3 16.2 
Cotton fabrics (million sq. meters) 167.0 258.0 264.0 220.0 226.0 237.0 247.0 
Woolen fabrics (million sq. meters 14.0 13.0 23.9 27.0 11.6 21.6 34.2 
Sugar (thousand tons) ............... 111.0 144.0 279.0 287.0 246.0 248.0 


Figures for 1938 from Magyar Statisztikai 1938 (Buda- 
pest), except for cotton fabrics (L. Schweng, Economic Plan- 
ning Hungary since 1938, New York, Mid-European Studies 
Center, 1951) and sugar (United Nations, Statistical Yearbook 
1951). 

Figures for 1949 from United Nations, Economic Survey 
Europe 1955 and Economic Bulletin for Europe, August 1955. 


Goals the 1949 and 1953 versions the First Five Year 
Plan from United Nations, Economic Bulletin for Europe, August 
1955. Goals the 1951 version from The Enlarged Five Year 
Plan Act (Budapest), Act 1951 


Figures for 1954 from Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 


1955. 


sources and many raw materials, the draft charts 
compromise: “Accordingly, instead large-scale develop- 
ment all branches heavy industry, must stress the 
development the chemical and oil-processing 
the metallurgical industry [we must emphasize] the pro- 
duction finer kinds rolled steel; and the engineering 
and engines combines and tractors. addition, great 
attention must paid the development our food 
industry and world-renowned pharmaceutical products.” 
Hungary will export these products exchange for the 
vitally needed raw materials, the point increasing its 
total foreign trade percent during the Plan. 

the same time, intensive efforts will made econo- 
mize the use scarce materials and substitute other 
materials for them. “Particular economy must applied 
the use materials, especially those obtained from 
abroad. every branch industry the use specific ma- 
terials must reduced. The utilization waste and by- 
products must expanded. Nonferrous metals obtainable 
exclusively from abroad must replaced much pos- 
sible aluminum, synthetic materials and other suitable 
materials. place timber, extensive use should made 


Figures for 1955 from Szabad Nep, Jan. 22, 1956. 
Plan goals for 1960 from Szabad Nep, April 27, 1956. 
ferro-concrete, metals and synthetic materials, and 


must expand the manufacture and use wallboard made 
wood fiber and chips. 

The chemical industry, according Szabad Nep, 
play major part “liquidating the backwardness our 
basic materials production. [It] has become new 
source raw materials, particularly for light industry. This 
especially important far are concerned, since 
about percent the raw materials needed light in- 
dustry must purchased abroad. The directives 
prescribe faster rate development for the chemical in- 
dustry than for the other branches industry. five 
years shall double [its] output. shall create or- 
ganic chemical industry—essentially new branch for us. 
The bastion the organic chemical industry will the 
Tiszavidek chemical combine, the greatest achievement 
our Second Five Year Plan.” 

Following the same logic, greater emphasis will given 
increasing the domestic supply minerals, 
coal, oil, natural gas and bauxite. Investments for geo- 
logical research will “nearly three times” 
First Five Year Plan. Exploratory oil drilling will total 
about 1.2 million meters, compared with 630,000 meters 


those of the 
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during 1950-54. New coal mines are opened with 
capacity million tons. “By 1960 the requirements 
the metallurgical industry should met home-produced 
raw materials the extent percent.” 

attack will also made the electric power short- 
age, installing 663,000 kilowatts new generating ca- 
and the same time importing more electricity 
from other countries. Total consumption electric power 
will rise percent, while domestic production will 
rise percent. However, the draft makes mention 
the much-discussed Hungarian-Czechoslovak project for 
building dam the Danube River. 

About percent total industrial investment will 
concentrated this “discovery and exploitation raw 
material and power 


pacity 


For other industries the emphasis raising the 
technical efficiency existing plants rather than major 
new investments. Said Szabad Nep: “We are faced with 
great task eliminating the relative backwardness 
the technical level industry and other branches the 
people’s economy and keeping abreast international 
progress. This calls for modernization our industry and 
communications; therefore, with the exception the basic 
materials and electric power industries, generally speaking, 
shall not build new plants but modernize those ex- 
This cheap, fast and effective way greater 
output and higher technical standards.” 

The editorial did not add obvious corollary—that this 
the only way which Hungary can increase its total 
ial production. With all the basic resources 
short supply, including manpower well the fuels and 
raw materials already discussed, industrial progress hence- 
forth will tied greater output per worker and per 
unit capital invested. Accordingly, more than two-thirds 
the planned increase production expected come 
from higher labor productivity, which represents in- 
crease output per worker State industry about 
percent. Productivity rise heavy industry per- 
cent, light industry percent, the food industry 

percent and construction percent. Simul- 


bv 3 
percent. Economy the use materials will reduce costs 
percent; labor savings will subtract percent; and 
reduction administrative and other costs will account for 
percent. the construction industry costs must 

east percent and transportation per- 


duced at 


cent 
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output ol 


The various industrial products should in- 
crease, according the draft, the following percentages: 
electricity, 54: black coal, 33; lignite, 38; oil, 25; pig iron, 


65; steel, 38: bauxite, aluminum, 


cement, 58; alum 
earth, 45; chemical fertilizers, 272; plastics, 330; building 
materials, 62-65; cellulose, 180; engineering whole, 70- 
75; Diesel motors, horsepower, 580; trucks, 79; motor- 
cycles, 226; agricultural machinery, 110; tractors, 112; 
combines, 63; machine tools for metallurgy, 83; pharma- 


ceuticals, 100; textiles whole, 22: woolen textiles. 35: 


ready-to-wear clothing, 28: 


- 
sugar, 65; food 
industry whole, 50-55; meat processing, 47; poultry 


EVES 


150 Jtves 


Chart compares—left—funds housing construction during First 
and Second Five Year Plans and—right—funds for maintenance 
the two Plans. Caption reads: “More than 100,000 housing 
units, twice many under the First Five Year Plan, must 
built from State funds. total more than two billion forint 
credit will granted for building small housing units, and some 
three billion forint will appropriated for maintenance—almost 
four times much during the previous Plan.” 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 13, 1956 


processing, 70; preserving, 47; dairy manufacturing, 48; 
confectionery, 66. The output “local industries” should 
rise percent. 


Agriculture 


the most extraordinary part the Plan the 

section devoted agriculture. reflects the general 
concern the whole Soviet bloc with the stagnation 
farm production. Though the draft admits that produc- 
tion not risen appreciably above the prewar level,” 
calls for increase the next five years some per- 
cent: percent bread grains, percent corn, 
percent livestock for slaughter, percent milk, 
percent eggs and percent wool. Since Hungary 
does not have much fallow land, this accomplished 
mainly raising crop yields and extending the fodder base 
for livestock. Yield per hectare rise percent for 
corn, for potatoes and for sugar beets. greater 
use fertilizers and insecticides will made possible 
the expanding chemical industry. 

The regime intends invest billion forint its agri- 
cultural program, percent more than was invested 
during the First Five Year Plan. Another one billion forint 
will invested the kolkhozes from their own funds. 
Much the investment will increasing mechaniza- 
tion: the tractor park expand the equivalent 
19,000 15-horsepower tractors, from one tractor for 
230 hectares one for 131 hectares. 

But this only half the agricultural program, which 
the draft describes “dual” nature. The other half 
renewed “development the Socialist transforma- 
tion new drive for collectivization 
peasant landholders. This first would appear con- 
tradict the other half the program, since the independ- 
ent producers, who comprise about percent the peas- 
antry and have about percent the arable land, would 
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not likely increase their production they were 
faced with loss their independence. The draft em- 
phasizes that collectivization voluntary. “It must 
insured, through the economic and cultural elevation 
kolkhoz membership, that the advantages kolkhozes 
unfold with such persuasive force induce the ma- 
jority [presumably some percent] the peasantry 
choose the road large-scale Socialist farming.” This 
seems mean that State and collective farms are 
favored such extent that the peasants will longer 
reluctant join them. They “must become large So- 
cialist estates and their yields must surpass in- 
creasing extent those individual farmers.” President 
Dobi the Presidential Council stated (Szabad Nep, 
April 30) that two-thirds the arable land should col- 
lectivized 1960. Most the agricultural investment— 
embodied such things fertilizer, electrification and 
machinery—will therefore the State farms and col- 
lectives. But the draft recognizes that individual farmers 
cannot ignored altogether the planned rise agri- 
cultural output achieved, and promises them 
greater incentives well “material conditions with the 
help which they can exploit their existing possibilities.” 
Beyond this the draft vague except say that the ma- 
chine tractor stations “should carry out percent more 
work for individual farmers.” 


Wages and Living Standards 


WAGES are increase percent, partly from 

pay increases and partly through reductions retail 
prices. (The regime paid the first installment 
promise with decree reducing prices articles cloth- 
ing, toiletries and other consumer goods. Most the 
price cuts ranged between and percent. [Radio 
Budapest, April 28, keeping with the general 
emphasis greater productivity, the wage structure 
reformed provide more incentive for workers re- 
sponsible and specialized positions, and also for workers 
jobs involving hard dangerous work. Unable ignore 
the USSR’s announcement that will shortly introduce 
seven-hour work day (42-hour week), the regime says only 
that its introduction Hungary “should begin” during the 
Second Five Year Plan, primarily among miners and others 
engaged hard hazardous work. The full conversion 
42-hour week will not come until the Third Five Year 
Plan. However, 46-hour week introduced 
during the Second Five Year Plan.” 

Along with the improvement real wages promises 
put greater quantities goods the market. 
years 410,000 washing machines, 130,000 vacuum clean- 
ers, 63,000 floor polishers and 87,000 electric refrigerators 

percent more meat, percent more fats and lard, 
percent more edible oil and margarine, percent more 
sugar, percent more milk and butter and percent 


more eggs 1.4 million radios and 91,000 television 


apparent that the interest and support the work- 
ers will crucial the new Plan come anywhere near 


The elements the Plan, greater 
economy and more output per worker, will require more 
than the negative incentives often used the past. Be- 


lief essential. industrial productivity does not rise 


success. 


percent, prime costs are not cut percent, farm 
output does not increase percent, the Plan will not 
fulfilled. The draft sums this the following words: 
“The conditions prevail our people’s economy for [the 
fulfillment the The effective assurance these 
conditions and their translation into reality de- 
pends first and foremost the arduous daily toil, the 
steadfastness our working people, and their active par- 
ticipation the implementation the Plan.” 


Yields Agriculture, 1931-1960 
(Quintals per Hectare) 


Year Wheat Rye Barley Com toes Beets 
Average 13.6 11.2* 13.4 18.6 201.7 
1947 8.5 8.6 13.9 22.4 
1950-54 
Average 14.4 12.0 18.6 42.7 191.5 
1960 Plan 15.8-16.1 13.2-134 15.9-16.1 24.2 534 233.6 

1934-40 

Production Agriculture, 1934-1960 
(Millions Quintals) 
Slaughter 

Year Wheat and Rye Corn Wool Animals 
1934-38 
Average 29.2 23.1 
1949 24.8 28.6* 
1955 27.0 29.0 058 8.5 
1960 Plan 30.0 11.0 

1948 

Livestock Census (Thousand Head) 
All 

Year Horses Cattle Cows Sheep Hogs 
Pre- 

Communist 801* 2,050** 1,014*** 1,708*** 
1945 586 1,152 
1947 1,608 812 2,937 
1950 569 2,050 650 
1955 560 2,100 885 1,150 6,000 

1960 Plan 1,000 6,000 

Sources: Magyar Statisztikai Budapest, 1948; Woytin- 


sky, World Population and Production, New York, 1953; 
United Nations, Statistical Yearbooks 1954 and 1955; 
United Nations, Food and Agricultural Organization, 
The State Food and Agriculture, Rome, 1955; Sta- 
tisztikai Szemle, Budapest, March Tarsadalmi 
Szemle, Budapest, February 1956; Kozgazdasagi Szemle, 
Budapest, July-August 1955; Szabad Nep (Budapest), 
May 1955, May 22, 1955, Nov. 22, 1955, Jan. 22, 
1956, April 21, 1956, April 27, 1956. 
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Current 
Developments 


Poland 


Personnel Changes 


March appointment Edward Ochab First 
Party Secretary replacing the late Boleslaw Bierut marked 
the beginning shakeup top leadership. Many the 
changes were connected with the Party’s present attempts 
remedy errors and abuses the past, particularly the 
police and legal apparatus, and confirmed the trend to- 
wards greater “democratization” Polish life which has 
gained increasing impetus from the Soviet Party Congress. 

April 20, Minister State Farms Stanislaw Rad- 
kiewicz, who was Minister Security until the purge 
police officials the end 1954, was relieved his post 
and replaced the Chairman the Warsaw Provincial 
National Council, Mieczyslaw Moczar. the same date, 
Stefan Kalinowski was dismissed Prosecutor General 
and replaced Secretary the State Council Marian Ry- 
bicki; Brigadier General Stanislaw Zarakowski 
moved Military Prosecutor General. His successor has 
not yet been appointed. Two days later, April 22, Min- 
ister Justice Henryk Swiatkowski was relieved his duties 
and Zofia Wasilkowska, formerly Secretary the Central 
Council Trade Unions, was appointed his place. 

connection with the campaign for greater “Socialist 
legality,” the regime also announced the arrest two for- 
mer Security Police officials. April 23, former Deputy 
Minister Public Security Roman Romkowski and former 
Director the Security Ministry’s Tenth Department Ana- 
tol Fejgin were imprisoned, and Radio Warsaw, April 25, 
announced that they would tried for violating the “rule 
law” and using illegal methods interrogation. Both 
men figured prominently former Polish police official 
Swiatlo’s report, made after defected the West 1953. 

Probably connection with “past errors” literary 
policy, the Council State released Wlodzimierz Sokorski 
from the post Minister Culture and Arts April 22, 
and appointed his successor Karol Kuryluk, until then 
Chairman the Central Office Publications, Graphic 
Arts and Bookselling. Sokorski was named head the 
Polish radio system, post formerly occupied Tadeusz 
Galinski. 

April 28, Radio Warsaw announced that Stanislaw 
Skrzeszewski had resigned from his post Minister For- 
eign Affairs and had been succeeded Adam Rapacki, 
hitherto Minister Higher Education. April 29, 
Stefan Zolkiewski, Chairman the Party Central Com- 


Jakub Berman 


— 


Politburo member, Deputy Premier since March 1954, Berman 
was removed from these posts May 


mittee’s Section for Culture and Science, was named the 
new Minister Higher Education. 

The most important victim the reorganization was 
Jakub Berman. The Warsaw press May announced 
that had “resigned” from his post Deputy Premier 
and member the Politburo, and that his resignation had 
been accepted after the Politburo criticized his “activities 
fields over which had supervision.” Berman, who was 
close friend Bierut, was known the Party’s chief 
ideologist, and probable that being made the 
scapegoat for past “distortions.” Several weeks before his 
removal, Berman was sent Moscow the Politburo 
connection with Bierut’s illness the Soviet capital, 
and appears that his downfall was sudden. May 
Eugeniusz Stawinski was appointed Deputy Premier 
place Berman. Stawinski also holds the post Minister 
Light Industry. 


Parliamentary Proceedings 


The “democratization” Polish life was the keynote 
the eighth session the Sejm (parliament), held April 23- 
29. Premier Cyrankiewicz set the tone the meeting 
long opening address which discussed the spirit 
debate, discussions, criticism and creative which 
has pervaded the nation and assumed “particular and de- 
cisive form” since the Soviet Congress. Cyrankiewicz em- 
phatically pointed out that this “process transformation” 
does not represent some sort temporary “pre-election 
the contrary, said, the process “irreversible” 
and will result permanent change. 

Cyrankiewicz discussed “democratization” particularly 
from the viewpoint arousing mass initiative, and his 
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summary present political and economic policy was 
largely directed towards this goal. called for end 
administrative abuses, overcentralization and excessive se- 
crecy government also stressed the importance 
more housing and better living conditions and said that 
change the “climate opinion” which prevailed. 

The number Sejm deputies who participated the 
debates which followed Cyrankiewicz’ speech was larger 
than customary, and five Catholic deputies destroyed the 
Sejm’s previous record “unanimity” voting against 
the legalization abortion. The other laws passed the 
parliament, amnesty, new penal code, the budget 
and the fight against alcoholism, received the usual unani- 
mous approval. 


More 


The Premier asked that henceforth the Sejm become 
true law-making body; stated that, the past, Sejm 
sessions were too short and too infrequent and that activities 
had been devoted largely the formal approval minis- 
terial decrees. The Premier said that the future the gov- 
ernment would supply the Sejm with “maximum facts” and 
“maximum information” that could function prop- 
erly and fulfill its Constitutional role. 

Cyrankiewicz also discussed the importance giving 
more information the press that could fulfill its role 
shaping the “political consciousness” the people: 

“The open character public life integral part 
democratization. will strive and are striving 
widen the scope information available every citizen. 
will inform the press and radio, better, wider and 
perhaps speedier manner, about the decisions, ventures 
and plans the government order enable public 
opinion obtain better picture matters home and 
foreign politics, only well-informed citizen can carry 
out his civic duties more responsible and efficient 

“We know that criticism the press does not always 
find the right response the part organs the State 
administration and the economic apparatus. The govern- 
ment will try make press criticism more effective. 
think that the interests establishing closer contact be- 
tween the work and plans the government the one 
hand, and the press, radio and public opinion the other, 
would perhaps desirable introduce regular press 
conferences attended the Chairman the Council 
Ministers.” 


Standard Living, Bureaucracy and Plans 


his discussion economic life, Cyrankiewicz reviewed 
some the recent incentives (such pay rises and reduc- 
tion compulsory farm deliveries over-burdened dis- 
tricts) which had been given workers and peasants. His 
emphasis the living standard seemed imply that some 
the Five Year Plan targets originally envisaged might 
revised the future give more priority workers’ needs. 
The key problem the Five Year Plan, said, was elimi- 
nation existing disproportions. “The most serious dis- 
proportion low farm output. must envisage great 


increases the rate investments agriculture, the 
housing program and social and communal building. 
comparatively slower rate increase envisaged with re- 

Cyrankiewicz said that aside from the determi- 
nation wages,” widespread incentives would encour- 
aged drastic cuts the bureaucracy and change the 
system management. described the past period 
one “bossing people,” and voiced his disapproval the 
“inflexible hierarchy which every higher level was in- 
fallible relation lower level.” the future, said, 
the government would reduce the costs the State ap- 
paratus, simplify plans, decentralize management, encour- 
age the maximum self-government regions and the 
same time preserve the principles “democratic central- 
ism.” the interests decentralization, the government 
now intends enlarge the rights provincial councils, 
which must turn delegate rights local councils: 


“Excessive centralization and bureaucratic distortions 
constitute doubt counterpart the distortions, errors 
and shortcomings ensuing from the non-observance the 
principles democracy, from the inadequate democratiza- 
tion social life, from the inadequate bonds between the 
State apparatus and the masses. However, would 
searching for new alibi every bureaucrat now started 
explain that all his previous work was connected with 
the cult the individual—for instance, ex- 
cuse man who explained manuals that door was 
opening through which one went out and window 
opening through which one looked out, man who 
issued regulations explaining how stop taxi cab, 
how stand the pavement, how lift hand and 
which hand. Perhaps simply ordinary stupidity, and 
this expected. The door should opened through 
which they make their exit from the apparatus.” 


Cyrankiewicz spoke out strongly against corruption and 
profiteering within the State apparatus and said that these 
crimes would severely punished and limited the 
future. said that temporary government commission 
composed the Ministers State Control, Internal Af- 
fairs, Justice, Finance and Commerce would set 
conduct the “struggle against corruption,” and that several 
measures “general nature” had already been taken “to 
decrease the area linking the Socialist economy with 
private 


“Does this mean that are planning oust liqui- 
date private enterprise, that are urging witch hunt 
against petty capitalist elements, that intend dis- 
continue issuing licenses certain number private 
owners, service points, production enterprises, etc.? This 
means the case, although certain circles this 
has sometimes been misunderstood. do, however, want 
the existing private enterprises switched over 
path required our economy, that is, want this enter- 
prise active the field service for the population. 

But where there danger bribery and where profits 
from the Socialist sector are being pumped into the pockets 
speculators, want oust private enterprise 
limiting the supplies from private firms exceptional 
cases and genuinely justified dimensions.” 
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Home Army 


Cyrankiewicz spoke again the end the session (April 
28-29), after the debates. replied length the ob- 
jections raised one the deputies concerning the poor 
implementation the law allowances for families 
dead underground and partisan fighters. Cyrankiewicz ad- 
mitted that the law was not being carried out without “de- 
viations and and said that families former 
(Home Army) and BCH 
should receive the same treatment families 
members the 
emphasized, however, that was mostly concerned with 
living members the and BCH “who support our sys- 
tem.” explaining the rehabilitation members the 
Home Army, Cyrankiewicz took the line that the rank and 
file had been betrayed and deceived the leadership: 


peasant battalions soldiers 
former 


Communist-led Cyrankiewicz 


“The seizure the political leadership and command 
the elements wishing see return condi- 
tions prevailing Poland and striving 
unleash fratricidal struggle against democratic and pro- 
gressive sections the underground had its impact the 
course the struggle against the invaders. Certain sections 
the command began treat some their forma- 
tions weapon the future suppression democracy 
and the revolution. 

“This undoubtedly was tragic attempt misuse the 
patriotism the vast majority the rank and file soldiers 
the AK, thousands soldiers and officers did not 
and could not aware the political intentions their 
leadership. The overwhelming majority soldiers and 
officers the joined its ranks wage armed 
fight against the occupier, and this fact should decisive 
importance our attitude towards them—all the more 
many years have passed during which these people 
have shown their stand, their development, their 
rapprochement with the ideology Poland. 
Our fundamental attitude towards the has not been de- 
fined this way only yesterday—this must 
emphasized, for there unfortunately has arisen discrep- 
ancy between these principles and the practice everyday 


life.” 


Amnesty 


Both Cyrankiewicz and Deputy Stanislaw Pawlak dis- 
cussed the amnesty law, and claimed that was indicative 
the present strength “People’s Poland.” Cyrankiewicz 
said that the present stage development 
was possible “decrease repressive means against those 
who worked against the revolution,” while Deputy Pawlak 
emphasized that the was small numbers and 
that most people had been convinced the superiority 
the system.” 

The amnesty applies both “grave anti-State crimes” 
and common crimes. the former case, sentences 
five years imprisonment will annulled, sentences 
between five and ten years will cut half, sentences 
over ten years will reduced one-third, life imprison- 
ment will commuted twelve years and death sentences 
commuted fifteen years. Common criminals sentenced 
prison for two years less (three the case women) 
will pardoned. Common criminals sentenced longer 


periods imprisonment second-time offenders will not 
benefit from the amnesty; the same applies prisoners 
accused murder during the war the interests the 
Nazis. Other cases “collaboration with the enemy well 
the fascistization life prewar Poland” come under 
the provisions the amnesty. According Pawlak the 
new law calls for removal all penal notes from the files 
the released prisoner that “they are completely cleared 
all According Radio Warsaw, May 15, the am- 
nesty, which applied crimes committed before April 15, 
1956, had resulted the release some 30,000 persons. 

Both Cyrankiewicz and Pawlak were careful distin- 
guish between the amnesty and the process “rehabilita- 
tion” now taking place with regard persons unjustly ac- 
cused crimes. Cyrankiewicz stated: 


“To prevent any misunderstandings, would like 
emphasize that the amnesty does not signify that wish 
slow down any way the rehabilitation process with 
regard persons the past who have fallen victim 
provocations, lawlessness, violations and abuse. have 
already carried out the revision whole list cases; 
imprisoned persons have been released and rehabilitated. 
number cases court have been dismissed and 
number others are under consideration Everyone 
who has valid reason has the possibility demanding 
rehabilitation.” 


Similarly, Pawlak stated: “It may happen that some- 
body the opinion that innocent and demand not 
amnesty but rehabilitation. The amnesty bill gives those 
demand that the court examine the case proceedings 
have been dropped the basis the amnesty and 
trial has taken place.” 


According Radio Warsaw, April 27, the rehabilitation 
process has resulted the release number former 
officers, among them Stanislaw Tatar, Marian Utnik, Stan- 
islaw Nowicki, Jerzy Kirchmayer, Stefan Mossor, Franciszek 
Herman, Marian Jurecki, Wladyslaw Roman, and Szczepan 
Wacek. “It has been determined,” the announcer said, 
“that the evidence which the verdicts against these per- 
sons were based was obtained means inadmissable 
methods investigation.” 


offense 


Catholics Oppose Abortion Law 


The abortion law passed the Sejm permits physicians 
perform abortions for reasons health, cases rape 
and cases where “economic difficulties” render child un- 
desirable. The five Catholic deputies voted against the law 
and, according Radio Warsaw, voiced “number 
arguments the basis their Catholic world outlook.” 
Other deputies defended the law and stated that would 
not lower the birth rate and was not “religious problem 
but deeply human problem.” 


Some the debates during the sessions were centered 
the regime’s discrimination against Catholics. The criti- 
cism Deputy Lubienski was particularly strong. com- 
plained about the lack religious instruction schools. 
and stated that Catholic youth should given the possi- 
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bility setting their own organization that the Po- 
lish Youth Union (ZMP) should transformed into 
organization embracing young people 
Lubienski also criticized the attitude National 
Council officials charge religious affairs, and sug- 


“various world 


gested that these posts liquidated and that the decree 
giving the regime power over clerical appointments abol- 
ished. also pointed unfair discrimination against the 
Catholic organization, Caritas. “In the first said, 
few hundred Caritas centers were liquidated despite the 
fact that the majority those centers could not accused 
any transgressions, either political professional 
nature. The policy adopted towards the remaining Caritas 
centers aims limiting their role that homes for old 
people and needy children.” 
that Catholics were regarded second-class citizens and 


Other speakers complained 


called for change attitude this respect. 


Sejm Debates 


The various deputies discussed some the problems 
raised Cyrankiewicz, such overcentralization, agricul- 
tural shortcomings, well the needs their particular 
districts. One the most important discussions centered 
the question handicrafts. Deputy Nachajowski de- 
manded that crafts have “their basic economic and train- 
ing tasks restored them the restoration them 
their right control the work their crafts means 
setting supply and sale departments the guilds and 
craft boards which will work under the social supervision 
craft activists and people’s councils. Nachajowski said that 
speaking about crafts, did not have mind the “nar- 
row interests” craftsmen but those the widest masses 
the people who feel acute shortage craftsmen. 

“Each finds every step doors and windows 
which not shut, breakdowns water electricity 
installations and gas leakages. Each enraged when, 

need some repairs, must tour half the town 

the next town order told that the repairs 

can carried out only few weeks’ time. 

that the wrongs suffered small craftsmen 

particularly with regard tax assessments and supply 
redressed.” 

Both the discussions parliament and subsequent press 
articles indicated that the regime was trying restore 
order and draft concrete policy. This effort was implied 
statement Jan Szelag over Radio Warsaw, May 
the effect that “today the ‘thaw’ already thing the 
past, because life has entered new phase progress.” 


1956 Budget 


Minister Finance Tadeusz Dietrich presented the 1956 
budget the Sejm April 24, according Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw) the following day. This was considerably 
later than the usual practice; last year’s budget was pre- 
sented March 18. The delay was explained the modi- 
fication industrial prices January Dietrich also 
stated that the price modification, “reflecting more cor- 
rectly the ratio prices value,” made this budget not 
directly comparable last year’s. 

Total budgetary revenue fixed 141.3 billion zloty, 


Stanislaw Radkiewicz 


Dismissed Minister State Farms April 20, Radkiewiez had 
previously been removed from the post Minister Public 
Security December 1954. 


6.9 percent higher than last year terms 1955 prices. 
this total, announced 86.7 percent 
zloty) will derive from the economy,” 5.9 
billion zloty from the “non-Socialized economy,” 4.1 billion 
from land taxes and 7.2 billion from from the 
population,” largely income taxes. 

Total expenditures are set 136.7 billion zloty, in- 
crease over last year terms 1955 prices 7.1 percent. 
The national economy receive 73.4 billion zloty, 
which 22.2 billion are come from the resources enter- 
prises and 51.2 billion from the budgetary allotment. Trans- 
port and communications will receive 11.4 billion zloty, 
agriculture and forestry billion, social and cultural ex- 
penditures 32.3 billion, national defense 12.1 billion, and 
local budgets 16.3 percent the total, 22.3 billion zloty. 
(This the breakdown given Dietrich; there are still 
certain discrepancies even the revised total expenditures 
announced the Budgetary Commission, 136.87 billion 
zloty, used.) 

Expenditure for industry will 36.4 billion zloty, 
which sum billion will for building new industrial en- 
terprises, modernization and increase productive capacity 
old establishments, and subsidies for enterprises operating 
deficit. 

the agricultural appropriation, 4.1 billion will 
State farms, 2.9 billion MTS. Bank credits the sum 
879 million zloty are set aside for collective farms, 
One bil- 
lion zloty credits, half long-term, will given inde- 
pendent peasants. 


announced increase percent over last year. 


Investments 


Capital investments will amount 47.8 billion zloty, 
which billion will come from the budget, the rest from 
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the resources enterprises. the total investments 
percent billion zloty will spent industry. Die- 
trich stated that investments agriculture will increase 
11.7 percent over last year, housing 15.1 percent, 
the cultural and social field 13.8 percent. The total in- 
crease investments comparative prices will 9.4 per- 
cent, Dietrich said. 

There has been certain increase the percentage 
investments total expenditures; last year this was 28.7 
per cent, this year almost percent. The percentage 
industrial investments total investments has gone 

Dietrich stated that the billion zloty increase the 
wage fund (partially due the recent increase mini- 
mum wages 500 zloty month), 2.5 billion will come 
from the budgetary surplus. The billion zloty increase 
increase 5.7 percent over last year. Since the average 
increase consumer prices during the Six Year Plan 
(1950-1955) was percent yearly, the wage fund increase 
will only affect the standard living the inflationary 
trend halted and prices remain steady. 

This year’s budget discussion was more extensive and de- 
tailed than had been the previous practice. Sejm deputies 
criticized the Finance Ministry for being late with the 
budget, and demanded that the future draft budget 
presented before the beginning the budgetary year. 

his budget speech, Dietrich also gave some further 
facts 1955 plan fulfillment. spoke “shortcomings 
and weaknesses,” particularly agriculture. The good 
grain harvest was offset the failure the potato crop, 
leaving the fodder position unimproved. There were “con- 
tinued disproportions the development various related 
branches foreign trade, the import plan 
was exceeded, the export plan “not wholly executed.” 
stated that “the supply certain food articles, mainly 
meats and fats, was insufficient, and the prices certain 
articles went the free market.” 


1956 Plan 


his discussion the 1956 plan, Finance Minister 
Dietrich stated that “it provides for further rise pro- 
duction consumer goods while preserving the greater 
rate increase the output the means production. 
The economic plan lays stress further gradual re- 
duction the disproportion between the development 
industry and agriculture, and further improvement 
the workers’ living standard.” The 1956 plan not only at- 
tempts decrease disproportion the development 
various economic branches, but also provides for slow- 
down the overall rate industrial increase. The drop 
overall increase considerable when compared with 
increases the Six Year Plan and about five percent 
lower than increases scheduled for the past two years. 

According Dietrich, 1956 industrial production 
increase 7.1 percent compared with 11.4 percent 
1955. Production heavy industry rise 7.4 percent 
percent 1955) and the consumer goods industry 
6.8 (11 percent 1955). Specific percentage increases 
heavy industry (with 1955 increases parentheses) are 


follows: agricultural machinery, (30.3); lathes, 
(20.8); steel, (7.9), rolled steel, 13; sheet metal, 35; 
electric energy, 10.5 (11.3); and nitrogen fertilizers, 20.5 
(22.5). the end 1956, steel production reach 4.9 
million tons, electric energy 19.5 billion kwh, and coal 
million tons. 

Planned percentage increases consumer goods produc- 
tion are follows: woolen textiles, 3.4 silk textiles, 
4.9 (10.6); soap, 36.4; cigarettes, (11.8); motorcycles, 
42.9; bicycles, 11.7; radio receivers, (45.1). Production 
costs are decrease 4.8 billion zloty (2.3 percent) 
compared with 7.5 billion zloty 1955. 

Agricultural production 1956 rise 5.5 percent: 
7.1 percent crop production and 3.5 percent livestock 
production. 1955, the planned increase was 10.4 percent 
crop production and 4.4 percent livestock production. 
The new plan also calls for 15.1 percent increase the 
production State farms, with the per- 
cent increase scheduled for 1955. the course this 
year the number MTS will increase ten percent, 
which means that about new stations will built, 5,800 
additional tractors will sent the countryside, and 
155,000 hectares new land will brought under culti- 
vation. 

Dietrich also said that the 1956 plan calls for the 
“speedier development” agricultural collectives, but 
gave specific goals. Other recent press reports, however, 
have reiterated earlier official statements the effect that 
the Party intends collectivize 25-30 percent the total 
peasant land the end the Five Year Plan. Glos Robot- 
niczy (Lodz), April 26, strongly rebuked “enemies and ig- 
noramuses who are trying launch general attack 
against the foundations our agricultural policy” the 
present atmosphere discussion: 

“Those third-rate prophets say: ‘Now, after the Twen- 
tieth Congress, the end collectives.’ 
circulates. 


And the rumor 
The drawing-room politicians point their 
beards eastwards and whisper: “The kolkhozes will also 
dissolved over Meanwhile, our Party, local 
and social actives keep silent because the trouble- 
makers have another argument their sleeves: ‘Have 
you heard about Gomulka? They admit they have done 
him wrong. was probably right when refused 

“But how fact? The Fifth Party Plenum 
amidst wide democratization life] 
the chief tasks our agriculture 


debated over 
about the develop- 
ment agricultural production and further extension 
collectives. The Party proclaimed great financial 
help for agriculture. [The Party resolution read]: 
extended State aid for collectives, increased organizational 
and political work should assure that towards the end 
the Five Year Plan, collectives own 25-30 percent the 
total area peasant Both theory and practice 
say that without collectives shall not build Socialism 
the villages solve many troubles national scale.” 


Ochab Cautions Critics 


article printed Moscow’s Pravda April 29, 
reprinted the next day Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), First 
Party Secretary Edward Ochab cautioned critics the 
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Polish ferment that there are limits beyond which they will 
not permitted go. After speaking the “tremendous 
echo” aroused the Twentieth Congress’ admissions 
past errors, went say: 


“Among some petit-bourgeois elements Poland, 
certain other countries, the Twentieth Congress com- 
mented upon different and anti-Party manner. Nor 
have some papers Poland been able avoid this. 
Within the framework the general discussion, whole 
fruitful and creative discussion, here and there opportu- 
nistic, harmful and times outright anti-Party outbursts 
and statements have slipped in, outbursts and statements 
which have not received the necessary rebuff the edi- 
torial offices. The people Poland, and particular 
the Polish working class, know how expose the anti- 
Polish meaning anti-Soviet outbreaks, when they 
are concealed behind lofty phrases and particular 

all attempts undermine the friendship between Po- 
lish and Soviet peoples.” 


Decentralized Management 


Plans for new system “self-management” and decen- 
tralized control were implemented April govern- 
ment resolution increasing the rights factory directors. 
The resolution permits managers draft the technical and 
financial plans their enterprises within limits set the 
higher authorities, make changes monthly and quar- 
terly plans after consulting with purchasers, and accept 
orders for production goods not included the general 
plan condition that the general plan not affected 
such orders. (Trybuna Ludu, April 10, 1956) 

Factory directors also have been authorized alter in- 
vestment plans condition that deadlines for completion 
specific investments are kept. They can now approve 
plans for capital reconstruction, for using amortization 
funds, and for deciding problems factory organization 
and wages within the general provisions covering salaries. 
The new resolution allows them pay salaries advance, 
use wage funds originally set aside for the future, and 
establish new wage averages long the wage funds are 
not exceeded. Directors can also sell goods outside the dis- 
tribution network providing that they fulfill their commit- 
ments this network. 


Czechoslovakia 


Cepicka Dismissed 


The dismissal from Party and government posts Alexej 
Cepicka was announced April 25. had been First 
Deputy Premier (together with Jaromir Dolansky), Min- 
ister National Defense, and member the Politburo. 
was removed for having fostered “the cult the indi- 
vidual,” particularly the Army (see below). Radio 
Prague, April 26, stated that “Party work the Army had 
become isolated from the life the Party whole, and 
formalistic practices all political work had spread.” 

Cepicka was born 1910, joined the Party 1929. 
survived three years Buchenwald during the war. 
1946 became member parliament, and 1947 


Alexej Cepicka 


Formerly First Deputy Premier, Minister National Defense and 


member, Cepicka was dismissed from all these posts 


April 25. 


was made Minister Internal Trade. played im- 
portant part the Communist coup February 1948 and, 
Secretary General the Central Action Committee 
the National Front, purged non-Communist organiza- 
tions. led the campaign against the Catholic Church, 
and initiated the introduction the new Communist crim- 
inal codes. 


the summer 1948, Cepicka married the daughter 
Klement Gottwald, then President Czechoslovakia. The 
following year became Party Central Committee mem- 
ber, and was made Minister Defense and General the 
Army 1950. September 1951 became Politburo 
(then the Presidium) member, February 1953 First 
Deputy Premier. 


Lomsky New Minister Defense 


The appointment Colonel General Bohumir Lomsky 
succeed Cepicka Minister Defense was announced 
April 26. Lomsky, who his early forties, helped 
organize Czechoslovak units with the Red Army during the 
war, and later studied the Military Academy Moscow. 
has subsequently held number important posts 
the Czechoslovak Army, and since 1954 has served First 
Deputy Defense Minister. 
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The Czechoslovak Thaw 


More slowly than Poland, with some the over- 
tones anguish and wild hope vivid Poland, the 
The 
denunciations bureaucratic and dictatorial administra- 
tion, the admissions the role terror the past, the 


post-Congress thaw coming Czechoslovakia. 


revisions Party-sanctioned history toward undogmatic 
reality, the pressure for increased freedom discussion— 
all these elements the post-Congress pattern are gradually 
crystallizing out the first indecision and immobility with 
which the Czechoslovak regime reacted the Congress. 

April 19-20, plenary meeting the Central Com- 
mittee was held, only three weeks after the previous plenary 
session. The announcement the proceedings, Rude 
Pravo (Prague), April 25, stated that the “CC continued 
this meeting the discussion the conclusions and lessons 
for the work our Party from the Twentieth CPSU 
Congress.” The most striking the published conclusions 
the meeting was the ouster Cepicka from his 
offices First Deputy Premier, Minister National De- 
fense and member the Politburo “for shortcomings and 
mistakes which committed the execution State and 
Party functions” 

Cepicka apparently being sacrificed the increasing 
pressure for specific action, rather than continued reitera- 
tion Congress slogans, remedy the “cult the individ- 
ual.” Rude Pravo, May stated: 


“The cult personality the Army, public life, 
has produced bureaucracy, dogmatism, 
repetitions propaganda and agitation, has produced 
stereotyped conception educational work and has sti- 


see above ). 


fled the initiative the people. For this reason all 
members the Army have welcomed resolute 
” 


measures the Central Committee. 


There seems particular ideological reason why 
Cepicka, rather than any the other regime leaders, 
should have been sacrificed; what did, they all did. 
also true, though, that Cepicka introduced the Com- 
munist legal codes 1948-50, and that identified 
the public mind with “Stalinist legality.” 

Other statements the subject have stressed the “un- 
democratic” practices which were permittted the Army 
Cepicka. Mlada Fronta (Prague), April 28, stated: 

“At each stage the past met the privileged posi- 
tion the Army, position] which unhealthy and in- 
course obvious that the recall Cepicka not sufficient 
erase the exaggerated personality cult 
position the Army. For this thorough airing the 

Ministry needed, down the last unit. There are 
more than enough instances creating special castes 
officers including those exclusive pioneering camps for 
officers’ children. 


” 


Only Czechoslovakia has the army been specifically 
possible that the Party and regime bureaucracy hopes, 
focussing attention the army, keep controllable 
minimum the pressures for reform its own positional 
privileges. 


was not until late April that Czechoslovak statements 
began admit the depth fear and the specific outrages 
justice which pre-Congress ideology denied. Official 
anti-Semitism and persecution soldiers who had fought 
the Germans Western admitted. Prace 
(Prague), April 26, carried article entitled “For the 
Time Being Afraid,” went far the 
direction admission and criticism any Czechoslovak 
document the thaw: 


armies were 


which 


“You are holding letter your hand, which serious 
for many reasons. Small careful feminine handwriting. But 
not woman. The author writes that mechanic 

Instead signature: ‘For the Time Being 
precisely this that makes pause. Not 
that the fear many people about expressing their views 
openly did not exist before. This fear originated the 
distant past, the moment when assumed 
over the others. However, even after the 
mastery the bourgeoisie was overthrown this fear did not 
disappear. forced many people not sign letters and 
not speak openly. connection with this have 
change our relationships and policy with people towards 
whom have grown accustomed adopting one outlook 
—viewing them from the point view their errors 
the errors some them and somehow contriving 
place entire groups people outside society. 
have created condition which each sin goes into 
the records follow person his grave without regard 
for the fact that the person affected frequently worked 
honestly. 
with 
appears. 

“This was the fate many people Jewish origin 
after the Slansky trial, and also the fate many soldiers 
who fought during the war against the Nazis the West. 
these cases have forgotten the laws dialectics: 
people can change and change. Notice, for example, 
how the errors working people from the occupa- 
tion period are still held against them. course, the 
issue does not involve spineless liberalism and false con- 
ceptions freedom based the slogan ‘let everyone 
what wants,’ and ‘there nothing 


mastery 


Just the moment when does not agree 


someone criticizes someone his 


connection with the admission past anti-Semitism, 
has been announced that Mordecai Oren, Israeli 
citizen and State witness the Slansky trial, has been 
released from prison and deported Israel. 

Slansky himself still being used whipping-boy for 
past sins the Party. speech the the Slovak 
CP, Radio Bratislava, May 11, Premier Viliam Siroky 
said that: 


“The the fact that the 
Party whole fell prey the cult the individual, 
dogmatism, one-sided emphasis the suppressive func- 
tions the State apparatus the detriment its 
economic-organizational and cultural-educational functions. 
the interest historical truth must again stressed 
that the methods violation Socialist legality and 
illegal investigations were brought into the Party Slan- 
sky who was able take advantage the abnormal 
setup the Party 


root our shortcomings 


which had both Chairman and 


ds 
# 
| 


Innovation" 


Left, the collective farm; right, the private plot. 
Dikobraz (Prague), March 29, 1956 


Secretary-General and large Presidium) 
the most sensitive sectors State and public life. 
Slansky, together with Taussigova and Svab placed their 
people the security apparatus, and these then fulfilled 
his will. right ask: how possible that these 
facts were not unmasked earlier? That Slansky’s work 
outlived its creator was possible because the corrupting 
influences the cult personality.” 


Siroky went blame Stalin’s “incorrect conception 
that class warfare grows with the building Socialism” 
for the atmosphere which made Slansky’s crimes possible. 
reiterated that the charges against Slansky relating 
Titoism were “not correct because they were based the 
provocative and false charges Beria.” Slansky, Stalin, 
Beria—by chanting the names the safely 
Czechoslovak leaders hope keep from themselves the 
guilt for crimes which they have been forced admit. 


Czech-Slovak Relations 


Among the vast proliferation crimes and errors now 
being laid “the cult the individual” are “mistakes” 
Czech-Slovak relations. Pravda (Bratislava), May stated 
that: 


Despite this, however, have ask perhaps the system 


the cult the individual and non-Leninist methods 


“The unity our nation firm 


management did not also have effects the coexistence 
our nations, effects which have liquidated. Let 
cite, for example, the one-sided struggle against Slovak 
nationalism 


Hlinka 


and was not based analysis economic 


bourgeois nationalism which reduced all 


movement 


the inter-war separatist spirit the 


conditions after 1945. Frequently national traditions 
and Czechoslovak patriotism were undérestimated and mis- 


construed. Isn’t the fact that this day still not 


have dignified monument the Slovak national up- 


rising Banska Bystrica underestimation national 


Not only did underestimate national tradi- 
also the pride the Czech nation the Slovak 


” 


traditions: 
tions but 


The article goes speak the atmosphere “lack 
confidence, suspicion and between Czechs and 
Slovaks which was engendered “the neglect Leninist 
principles.” correct this condition, and line with the 
current trend towards decentralization, Slovakia 
given certain augmented powers self-management. Siroky 
mentioned this his speech May 11, being careful 
add strictures against Slovak nationalism: 

“The powers the Slovak National Council will 
widened, will those the Board Commissioners. 
those voices which say that the Slovak question 
has not been solved properly are wrong; the general line 
Party policy was and right, not the ideas the 
bourgeois nationalists 


ideas under the guise Slovak People’s Democracy.” 


even when they now present the 


apparent that there are still strong Slovak separatist 
sentiments, which Prague will way countenance. Slo- 
vak sensibilities are soothed certain increase 
local autonomy, but Siroky was careful repeat that there 
would rewriting history the sentences Cle- 
mentis, Husak and Novomesky, who “were not condemned 
and sentenced for ideological differences but for activities 
threatening the results the Slovak national uprising.” 
added, however, that Novomesky, because good 
behavior prison, has been released (Clementis was, 
course, executed, Husak still prison 


Student Unrest 


The atmosphere thaw has produced particular unrest 
among university students (or has been permittted greatest 
Mlada Fronta, April 29, 
reported stormy meeting the Czechoslovak Youth 


League two days before: 


freedom expression there 


“An over-crowded university lecture room, belligerent 


mood, discussion without much urging—these were the 


outstanding characteristics the active officials 
and members the basic organizations the League 
City the presence the 
Secretary the League’s 

the International Student’s 


from Prague 
and the chairman 
the League members 
from university organizations expressed their views and 
criticisms. The participants primarily criticized 


the Minister Education, Comrade Kahuda, who was 
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invited but did not participate the meeting, nor did 
send responsible official the Ministry. The League 
members from Prague demand that the next meeting 
the League’s draw conclusions the spirit the 
Twentieth Congress the CPSU, especially terms 
university work.” 


The meeting went present series “demands” 
for improvements university curricula and living arrange- 
ments—voluntary lecture attendance, reduction study 
hours, longer examination periods, etc. criticized “un- 
persuasive and dogmatic lectures Marxism-Leninism,” 
overcrowding, too much work, etc. Suggestions for “the 
re-establishment some sort ‘action committees for 
the safeguarding students’ demands’ were turned down 
incorrect; student organization must confined the 
controllable League. 

week after this the Minister Education, 
quite possibly stunned this unusual critical vigor, re- 
ceived representatives the Prague League. Mlada 
Fronta, May reported that many the demands will 
probably met, although there was mention change 
the Marxist-Leninist lectures. was also stated that 
the reorganization the school curricula elective Latin 
and descriptive geometry will introduced, and “the 
study languages will improved.” has been an- 
nounced that plenary meeting the League’s will 
held the first half May, and the simplification 
administration and reduction bureaucracy the League 
will discussed. 


from 


The reduction bureaucracy and the encouragement 
“initiative from below” favorite theme the thaw. 
Rude Pravo, April 17, editorial “Let Encourage 
Initiative from Below” discussed the problem the strong- 
est terms, particularly regard agriculture: 


“It high time make change the running our 
agriculture. should guided totally different 
principles. Certainly the index figures the State plan 
should adhered to. But high time that our 
senior officials rid themselves the idea that without their 
directives nothing would grow the fields, cows would 
stop giving milk and hogs putting weight. These 
officials must realize that they hold their positions chiefly 
assist those working agriculture and lighten their 
tasks, not make them harder.” 


Trade Unions 


Trade unions have also been subjected intense criti- 
cism. They are being blamed for indifference the needs 
the workers, 
cratic 


from the masses” and bureau- 
overcentralization. Rude Pravo, April 27, stated: 


“The trade union movement Czechoslovakia under- 
went crisis recently which resulted the isolation 
trade union officials from the membership and the rest 
the workers. The chief cause this crisis was the fact 
that the workers were unable express their own views be- 
centralism the Central Trade 
Cases which trade union function- 


cause the intense 


Union Council. 


aries forgot that care for the workers the wage sector 
also indivisible component trade union work 
continue multiply. Thirty percent the basic trade 
union organizations have not yet established wage com- 
missions. Many economic officials have acquired the 
habit demanding over-time work without paying over- 
time 


Prace (Prague), April 10, described the mechanism 
repression employed the trade union officials: 


“There are many trade unionists who, instead con- 
sidering justified complaint from the workers, voiced 
during meeting, and trying improve the situation, 
label critics ‘eternal malcontents’ and rebels. this 
they silence criticism, suppress intra-union democracy, 
deprive the members the right participate free 


The Soviet Model 


There has also been certain increase the criticism 
random automatic applications Soviet methods 
Czechoslovak life. Literarni Noviny (Prague), April gave 
vent one the sharpest these criticisms: 


“It incomprehensible why [in architecture] take over 
from the Soviet State those things which even its un- 
imaginably difficult beginnings were only necessary evil— 
with the difference that not stop those dubious 
decorative and festive Potemkin villages but improvise 
the same manner with valuable and costly building ma- 
terials. improvise and irreparably deface our towns 
and landscape. Let compare the twenty years 
arduous work Myslbek the statue St. Wenceslaus 
with the Prague statue Stalin.” 


still carefully stressed, however, that only the mis- 
application Soviet methods criticized, and that 
the “Soviet Union the example and model for all 
countries building Socialism all important matters and 
all fundamental questions the road new society.” 


(Rude Pravo, May 


the Party" 


the end all criticism, the Party, although its errors 
the past are admitted, still stands the ultimate guide. 
stating this, Rude Pravo, April 30, used tone rueful- 
ness approaching despair, rare Czechoslovakia: 


“Much has happened this year before the first May, 
things which shattered, were painful and still are painful 
because they suddenly touched chords which 
thought unassailable, sentiments which were dear us. To- 
gether with joy over the recent quick development 
things, many old Communist will also carry into the 
streets tomorrow measure regret over the fact that 
some things turned out they did, and may even feel 
bitter about it. it] too, comrades, but one thing 
not possible without the other. And let believe the 
Party, firmly believe the Party. Only Party which 
revolutionary truth everything capable thrusting the 
knife self-criticism deeply into its own body. Let 
believe the Party, which does not pretend God- 


like and infallible. Let believe just because 


capable saying quite frankly: have erred—we will 


apply the remedy. Only strong individual talks like 
that. Those whose eyes are bulging and mouths watering 
will disappointed, and their thought that they will 
profit from our self-criticism quite mad.” 


Writers Demand Freedom 


The Second Congress Czechoslovak Writers, April 
22-29, marked turning point the regime’s cultural 
policy and produced signs the beginnings struggle 
between the writers and the Party leadership. While the 
Party announced its intention giving writers “more 
freedom” and encouraged them “bold” and “fearless” 
their creative work, the writers themselves showed dis- 
satisfaction with the regime’s “spirit pretence” and went 
further their criticisms the past than the regime in- 
tended them go. 

The Party’s literary policy was contained Central 
Committee message which President Zapotocky read the 
Congress. stated part: “The Party has never pre- 
scribed and never will give prescriptions writers regard- 
ing their literary work. have always been against the 
regimentation literature. believe that the 
writer must march alone his artistic development.” 
Chairman the Union Jan Drda amplified 
Party directives discussing the importance artistic 
truth. repudiated the sugar-coating reality and 
literature’s “dogmatic interpretation” life; said that, 
the future, writers must reflect the people’s “justified 
and take into account the conflicts and 
“contradictions” everyday life. 

The writers Jaroslav Seifert and Frantisek Hrubin dis- 
cussed the meaning truth art more outspoken 
terms. They insisted that writers should represent the 
their nation and that, past years, they 
had betrayed their mission indulging evasions and 
lies. Towards the end the meeting President Zapotocky 
again took the floor and rebuked Hrubin and Seifert for 
their wholesale condemnation the past and for their 
failure understand the Party’s present policy. Both 
speech and press and radio commentaries in- 
dicated that the Congress had gotten somewhat out hand. 
(The coming NBIC issue will feature detailed report 
literary events since 1955 and the current ferment. 

May Radio Bratislava carried commentary 
the Congress writer Ladislav Blasko, who declared that 
the meeting had manifested two distinct trends. One 
trend, said, was permeated with the old spirit 
camouflage and pretense: “The Congress, organized, was 
supposed only another occasion for acclamations, 
declarations and stereotyped praises successes without 
admitting really basic mistakes. This was the main short- 
coming Drda’s speech. contrast this trend, the 
Congress became fighting arena where opinions were 
exchanged. Many writers admitted their [past] mis- 
takes and [it clear] that they lived through every- 
thing which today passing through the minds our 
people.” 


“Comrades, the cult the individual thing the past. Now, 
don’t criticize me, criticize the collective.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), April 15, 1956 


Hungary 
Toward Thaw 


The first official Hungarian reactions the recent Soviet 
Congress were relatively slow coming, reserved tone 
and, general, adhered very closely the middle-of-the- 
road reaction which marked Rakosi’s full resumption 
power after Nagy’s fall last year. Lately, however, both the 
tone and substance the regime’s pronouncements have 
markedly changed, culminating, May 18, Rakosi’s 
own repudiation the facile explanations for Hungarian 
Stalinism made only few weeks previously (see May NBIC, 
52). This change has apparently come result both 
outside pressures (such Yugoslavia’s continued criticism 
the part played Rakosi under Stalin) and internal 
ferment (such the writers’ see pp. 10-18 

The new line has involved New 
Course innovations such the role the Popular Front, the 
importance local councils, decentralization and 
greater respect the part officials for so-called 
“Socialist Further, new measures liberalization, 
recently advocated Poland and Czechoslovakia but 
generally ignored during the Nagy period Hungary, 
have also been mentioned. These innovations include 
demand for more “democracy” parliamentary proceed- 
ings, request that caution used handling the hated 
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personal workers’ dossiers and the now familiar post-Con- 
gress formulation the theory “different roads” So- 
cialism. 

The degree which these changes portend more basic 
departures from past practices the Polish model seems 
hinged the political future the Party’s First Sec- 
retary. evident that Rakosi resisting the new trend 
and that, stays power, will probably attempt 
check its further developments. Hence the appearance lately 
many reminders the official press that return the 
chaos and the “right-wing” deviations the Nagy period 
unthinkable. 

self-criticism May entailed admission 
that had cultivated and tolerated the “cult person- 
and had been guilty permitting former Hungarian 
police chief, Gabor Peter, whom recently blamed for 
Rakosi also 
deplored the fact that, recent years, his government had 


Rajk’s execution, perpetuate his crimes. 


heaped accusations” Yugoslovia, and implied 
that would now bend every effort make amends. 
With regard Social Democrats, Rakosi said that all 
the men whose release had been requested the British 
Laborites (in the list given the Soviet leaders London) 
had been freed from prison before that request was made. 


Right-Wing Views Repudiated 


April speech, Politburo member Lajos Acs dis- 
cussed the question “rightist deviations” follows: 


“The Third Party Congress and, prior that, the June 
1953 resolution, opened for the road which the Twen- 
tieth Congress has now paved. Along this road 1953 
and 1954 dangerous right-wing views emerged and 
serious right-wing deviation developed. These deviations 
threatened industrialization the Socialist development 
agriculture, and the leading role the Party. This 
greatly hampered our progress. must admit also that 
adherence the old, dogmatic stereotyped ideas hampered 
our progress and often helped spread right-wing views. 

Today, the light the Twentieth Congress, 
clearly see and appreciate the events and struggles the 
last three years. Relying the old, great results our 
Party, must firmly and resolutely surge forward 
broad front along the road indicated the Twentieth 
Congress. Our Party cannot deterred from this road, 
either sectarian right-wing views, because our 
entire Party and our nation profess the ideas the 
Twentieth Congress their own.” (Radio Budapest, 


April 


The problem “rightist distortions” was also discussed 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), April 15: 


~ 


“The enemy now relatively better position 
create confusion the minds certain Communists. Let 
admit frankly that efforts understand the new political 
problems brought the surface the Congress—con- 
demnation the cult the individual and criticism 
Comrade Stalin—has caused difficulties among Com- 
munists. Certain people brought the question, for 
instance, whether the right-wing deviation 1953-54 
really existed; whether Imre Nagy’s policy was not 
particular application Marxism-Leninism. clear 


that cannot call the policy right-wing deviation any 
And 
beyond doubt that right-wing opportunists had gained 
the upper hand and carried out their policy freely every 
field, Socialist building our country would have come 


kind application Marxism-Leninism. 


end. Vigorous development Party democracy, 
criticism and self-criticism does not mean that shall not 
reject criticism prompted ill-will. heard such 


voices certain meetings.” 


and 


The regime has lately followed the Polish example 
urging parliament “fulfill its constitutional role leader 
the May Szabad Nep claimed that 
parliament had not exercised enough initiative directing 
the nation’s affairs: “Arguments are often too formal and 
the critical spirit not sufficiently alive. Suggestions 
are not courageous, and the deputies not ask questions 
the speakers the government.” 

The question was brought Nepszava, 
April The paper urged trade unions defend workers’ 
interests and oppose violations the labor code: 
unions must not reconcile themselves the fact that some 
managers violate labor regulations. some places, 
has become the accepted custom that workers are dismissed 
illegally. Trade unions must raise their voices sternly and 
resolutely [against this 

The Party has also demanded end “abuses 
April 15, Szabad Nep stated that “It 
basic prerequisite Socialist legality that investigators who 
are unable give the harmful practice not being 
willing recognize mitigating circumstances favor 
the defendant circumstances proving the defendant’s 
innocence other words, recognizing facts that 
definitely constitute part the truth and part justice, 
called account.” 


New Stress Rights 


end the reign fear was demanded Szabad 
Nep, May editorial discussing the peoples’ anxiety 
about the files kept them offices and factories: “When 
feeling uncertainty: what will they write about him? 
Will something added that will brand him? Everyone 
must given the opportunity refute erroneous false 
entries. All who deal with the people must 
very careful not aggravate the class struggle and not 
push anyone who might become friend over into the 
enemy camp. not honor expose many ‘hostile 
elements’ ‘unreliable elements’ 

The regime has also lately emphasized the importance 
heeding workers’ suggestions and complaints. Szabad Nep, 
May discussed ministerial decree warning officials 
rely much greater extent the “suggestions the 
people.” The decree declared that those officials who 
handle cases unsympathetically and bureaucratically “must 
called account.” 

Similarly, Szabad Nep, May remarked: “the press, the 
information the public, such important cause, that 
its curtailment crime. Leaders should not search for 
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Cartoon shows History rushing while the “Historical Sciences” (the old jalopy) chug along, weighed down mass useless books. 


Szpilki (Warsaw), April 1956 


errors the criticisms and the critics, but should realize Finance issue brief and easily intelligible decrees 
that the simple workers desire help and [leaders] will further strengthen local independence.” 
make them understand that they are doing the proper Local initiative was also the subject Szabad Nep 
thing expressing their views and voicing their observa- editorial May which claimed that the 1954 decree 
tions and suggestions.” expansion the powers local councils had not been 

Szabad Nep, May dealt with the question workers’ carried out. “In fact, there has been certain decline the 
complaints, and pointed out that while officials are relations the masses. One contributing factor 
confronted with “unjustified demands,” the majority was that failed carry out Party and government 
complaints deserve “impartial treatment.” “It very resolutions which were supposed bolster the councils’ 
grave mistake reasonable requests are jurisdiction and economic independence.” 


criminately and [rejected] impatiently without further 
investigation. Our Party now making great effort Frontier Obstacles Removed 
broaden and consolidate Socialist democracy. number 
individual cases, that is, complaints awaiting solution, will 
obviously increase the future because more people will 
courageously voice their troubles.” 


Nationally, has been urged under 
the slogan the Leninist principle each country’s 
right find its own correct road May 
for instance, Szabad Nep commented: the Soviet 
form was different that the People’s Democracies]. 
The Yugoslav people building its Socialism under differ- 
ent, specific forms, different from those adopted the 
Bulgarian the Polish May 10, line with 
this provision for national individuality, the Hungarian 
regime announced that intended destroy the “Iron 
Curtain” 
said about the boundary with Yugoslavia, though the ob- 
structions there may have been removed previously. 


Decentralization and Local Councils 


The apparent return the New Course stress de- 
centralization and greater “initiative from was 
evident Szabad Nep article May 10, which dealt 
with session the Council Ministers. Certain provisions 
the labor code were amended this meeting, extending 
the powers factory directors and giving them supervision 
over “violations labor previously handled 
the courts. The amendments also decreed the establishment 
“social courts” factories employing more than three 
hundred workers. The courts will have jurisdiction over 
minor offenses, such theft, will include workers 


its Austrian frontier. Nothing was 


the other countries the orbit have not followed the 
Hungarian example. 


Price Reduction 


greater degree than before the fight waged against price reduction number consumer items, mostly 
social property and the strengthening labor discipline.” clothing, was announced April 29. This was the first 
The Council Ministers also abolished old labor code price reduction since March 1954, although there had been 
statute which provided that State ministries must approve temporary percent price certain goods before 
collective agreements before they are signed trade unions Christmas 1955. 

and managements. addition, the Council Ministers The latest reduction affects approximately 6,500 items. 
repealed decrees issued the Minister Finance and the them are the following, with percentage reduc- 
National Planning Bureau connection with plans for woolen textiles for clothing, 13-19; printed cotton, 
town and municipal development the grounds that they 19; men’s cotton suits, 9-12; nylon stockings, 30; women’s 
were bureaucratic: “The Council Ministers warned the leather shoes, men’s leather shoes, 10; toilet soap, 13; 
president the National Planning Bureau and the Minister alarm clocks, 15. The only foodstuffs included the 
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“Under the Second Five Year Plan our agriculture must raise 


bread-grain production from the million metric quintals 
1955 full million quintals.” 


Esti Budapest Budapest), April 28, 1956 


reduction were milk and some milk products, excluding 
butter. Unbottled milk was reduced from 3.60 forint per 
liter forint (17 percent), bottled milk from 4.20 forint 
3.60 (14 percent restaurants, fixed 
were reduced one forint, carte dishes average 
percent. 


Commenting the price reduction, Szabad Nep 


pt st stated: 


“The price reduction will help the population save 
900 million forint yearly. The composition the price 
reduction such that percent this saving will take 
place 


the rural. The partial price reduction was made pos- 


among the urban population, percent among 
last year’s results industry and agriculture, 
increased work productivity and the reduction production 
Production Socialist industry increased 7.2 


costs. 4.2 


percent 1955 over 1954. Furthermore, work productivity 
increased more than percent and production costs 
were lowered. 

1954, too. How- 
ever, these price reductions were not always justified 


“There were price cuts 1953 and 
that time, industrial production did not 
progress, the contrary, declined several branches. 
The discipline collecting agricultural products slackened 
seriously. This caused rapid selling out goods which 
the prices had been reduced. With respect the present 
price 
stocks and the continuity shipments will 


reduction such danger exists. 


quantity ot 
insure that the buyer will able satisfy his wants for 
the goods question. 

“However, our level production not high enough 
and not have sufficient stocks enable the State 
more agricultural products. Only 


improvement production and the suc- 


reduce the prices 


extremely large 


— 


cessful Socialist reorganization 


agriculture will make 


” 


Radio Budapest, May the day after the price cut went 
into announced that Budapest stores 
jammed with great crowds, “surpassing even the number 
Christmas shoppers.” 


Archbishop Groesz Amnestied 


May the amnesty Archbishop Groesz and his 
return the Archbishopric Kalocsa was announced. 
Groesz had been sentenced fifteen years imprisonment 
June 1951. charges “plotting overthrow the 
democratic State.” October 1955 his sentence was “in- 
terrupted” because his ill-health, and was permitted 
live monastery. The recent amnesty means that 
will now resume his church functions, and, addition, will 
assume the Presidency the Council Bishops, vacated 
the death Archbishop Gyula Czapik April 25. 


Romania 
Personnel Changes 


Radio Bucharest, May announced that Deputy Premier 
Dumitru Petrescu had been removed from office. Petrescu 
had been promoted that post October 1955, having 
then been Finance Minister. His dismissal was presaged 
his failure reelected the Party Central Committee 
last December. 

Also removed from office was Dusa Victor, head the 
State Arbitration Office, which mediates disputes between 
State organs. 

May 10, the promotion Minister Agriculture 
Gheorghe Hossu Deputy Premier was announced. 
will replaced the Agriculture Ministry Marin Stancu, 
formerly his Deputy. was also stated that Alex Barla- 
deanu was removed President the State Planning 
Commission, but retained his position Deputy Prime 
Minister. Gheorghe Gaston Marin has been made head 
the State Planning Commission. 


Albania 


Price Reduction 


price reduction variety consumer goods, mostly 
textiles and clothing, has been announced, effective April 
30. claimed that the reductions will effect savings 
amounting 1.5 billion 
since September 1954. 


This the first price cut 


Among the articles reduced price are the following, 
with average percentage reduction: cotton textiles, 20; 
clothing, woolen textiles, 28.4: rubber-soled 
21; plows, 20; sugar, 13; gasoline, 20; fats, 23. 
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The Pattern World Conflict, 
Arnold (Dial Press: $4.00). Mr. Ar- 
nold’s approach current international 
issues singularly fresh and realistic. 
states that Western European nations 
longer hold independent bargain- 
ing position; power now finely balanced 
between two great power blocs—Eurasian 
and American. The UN, according the 
author, has become simply arena 
where spokesmen the two blocs ex- 
change verbal blows impress neutral 
nations; NATO, not the UN, the true 
“world organization” the West. The 
most significant feature modern econ- 
omy, Mr. Arnold continues, State plan- 
ning. Its effectiveness has been demon- 
strated all too well the USSR. The 
vitality Communism’s industrial pro- 
gram is, furthermore, undeniably appeal- 
ing the under-developed, uncommitted 
nations. The author contends that this 
appeal countered, the West must 
implement far more vigorous, more 
rational foreign policy. 
and index. 


Six Keys the Soviet System, Ber- 
tram Wolfe (Beacon: $3.75). Despite 
the new line issuing from the Kremlin, 
Mr. Wolfe, author Three Who Made 
Revolution, claims that basic Soviet 
policy the post-Stalin era remains un- 
changed. then suggests six charac- 
teristic keys which help clarify the zig- 
zag course Communist tactics: (1) 
struggle for power; (2) coordination 
culture; (3) dictatorship (not by) 
the proletariat; (4) mock democracy; 
(5) imperialistic aims and (6) disre- 
gard for individual This study 
taken whole constitutes incisive 
analysis the nature totalitarian 
system. 


World Without Barriers, Emanuel 
Posnack (William Morrow: The 
author holds that international conflict 
could abolished only the economic 
and social barriers preventing free com- 
munion among peoples were dissolved. 
order for the individual develop 
consciousness world citizenship, 
must first understand the issues stake 
today’s ideological clash. this end, 
Mr. Posnack examines and refutes both 
the theoretical and practical aspects 
jected the same critical analysis. De- 
ploring the centripetal forces operating 
both systems, concludes that peace 


achieved only rendering “the 
entire globe accessible man” through 
world-wide distribution manpower, 
materials and information. Mr. Posnack’s 
vision world without barriers in- 
deed appealing. Unfortunately, fails 
explain the mechanics which this 
utopia may attained, Appendix pre- 
sents pictorial treatment the money 
system; appendix contains brief re- 
view the philosophies leading dia- 
lectical materialism. Index. 
Brainwashing: The Story Men Who 
Defied It, Edward Hunter (Farrar, 
Straus and Cudahy: $3.75). Less than 
decade ago the term brainwashing was 
virtually non-existent. Today evokes 
images process almost too lurid 
imagine. For those who not believe 
accounts these Communist tactics, the 
author includes case after case men 
who suffered such treatment. Mr. Hunter 
contends that despite its great power 
brainwashing not invincible. finds 
the behaviour those who survived 
pattern defense: clarity mind, 
confidence and humor. 

Labour Policy the USSR 1917-1928, 
Margaret Dewar (Royal 
International Affairs: $6.00). This de- 
tailed account traces the development 
Soviet labor policy throughout its 
tive years. During this crucial stage, the 
USSR had reshape Marxist 
theory fit reality, recover from war- 
torn economy, and rise the minimum 
standards 
West. Such issues industrial conscrip- 
tion, wage policy, welfare benefits and 
influence labor government are 
discussed. The author suggests, further- 
more, that understanding labor’s 
organization will cast light the nature 
Soviet society. Believing that regime 
statements are self-indicting, Mrs. 
has relied only official documents. 
Bibliography and index. 

China: New Age and New Outlook, 
Ping-Chia Kuo $3.75). This 
unbiased and provocative analysis 
the events which have occurred 
Communist China. The author, emi- 
nent educator and public official during 
the Kuomintang period, approaches the 
subject historically. Rather than viewing 
Communism force superimposed up- 
hostile country, the author evalu- 
ates current developments further 
stage the broad panorama Chinese 
history. The Communist revolution 


then, inextricable part the dy- 
namics set motion the Sun Yat-sen 
revolution some years ago. Deplorable 
Communist methods, asserts, must not 
blind the West the substantial achieve- 
ments the regime. has filled the 
power vacuum left Chiang Kai-shek, 
unified the country, and well the 
way creating secure military posi- 
tion. All this sets tempting example 
ultra-nationalistic Asian nations. The 
author concludes that China 
treated from its initially warm relation- 
ship with the USSR position where 
its leaders can deal with Soviet Russia 
their own Index. 

Oxford Regional Economic Atlas: The 
USSR and Eastern Europe, 
$10.00). This the first atlas pro- 
jected series eight designed extend 
the scope the Oxford Economic Atlas 
the World covering great detail 
the world’s major economic regions. The 
countries included: the USSR, East Ger- 
many, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, Yugoslavia 
and the Mongolian People’s Republic com- 
prise obvious unit for any economic 
study today. The first portion the atlas 
provides general reference maps the 
more developed areas the region. Most 
the maps are topical, dealing with 
demography, minerals, manufacturing and 
agriculture. gazetteer identifying over 
5,000 places terms longitude and 
latitude follows. The Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit, working from official Soviet 
and Satellite reports the progress 
the economic plans, prepared the valu- 
able text accompanying the maps. 

Red, Black, Blond and Olive, Ed- 
mund Wilson (Oxford: $6.75). col- 
lection essays dealing with four dis- 
societies, one lengthy absorbing 
account the USSR, 1935. Mr. Wilson’s 
predominately non-political observations 
are frankly sympathetic toward the Rus- 
sians. was charmed the natural 
friendliness the people; impressed 
the idealism which lingered 
lutionary days. The author found that 
the Russia depicted in a Tolstoi novel 
had not yet been completely displaced 
new Communist society. does 
note, however, expanding atmosphere 
suspicion and repression under the 
Stalin regime. This essay. written before 
the Curtain descended, fasci- 
nating picture past stage Soviet 
development. 
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Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe and Free Europe Press. The Committee’s efforts are focused the 
captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the 
Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, 
journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters—who have 
escaped from the Communist enslavement their native lands. 
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